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PREFACE. 



I APPREHEND that Prcfoccs^ wherever 
they may be placed m a book, are for the 
most part, with respect to the works them- 
selves. Postscripts ; that is to say, written 
after the completion of the undertakings 
whatever it may be— ras to Mw, my own 
Preface, I freely acknow;ledge it to &e a 
postscript, and am indeed; anxious that it 
should be received ai| auclv. though I ven^ 
ture, according to custom, to p^ce it 
where it is. Vo£ I h^4 niuch rather have 
it supposed, ths^ what \ now put into the 
hands of my readers, was written without 
any settled plan or design, and has imper- 
ceptibly swelled to the size it has attained^ 
a2 
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IV PREFACE. 

than that I did deliberately sit down to 
compose any such medley of strange things, 
with views and intentions admitting of 
preliminary explanation; indeed, I hope 
my readers will have, all of them, sagacity 
enough to discover this, from the faulty 
arrangement of my work; for I have no 
hesitation to declare, that if I had had it 
all ready when the ^rrf sheets ^ere sent to 
the press, I should probably have made 
the middle the beginning, the beginning 
the end, and the end the middle ; but it is 
too late now to remedy such blunders. 

I have in my title-page adopted two lines 
from Horace^ which must not be mistaken 
for any compliment to myself^ though I 
hope they will be judged to express pretty 
fairly the nature of my performance, which 
is decidedly a mixture of the grave and the 
gay — of advice^ and entertainment. But so 
very much, both of the '' dekctando'' and 
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PREFACE. V 

^* ^Ttoiseiitib" parts, will be found to be bor- 
rowed from other authors, that the ow^'- 
men^, if any be suspected, must belong to 
them rather than to me. 

I may be allowed, I trust, to &ncy my 
readers divided into the /uv classes men- 
tioned by the Spectator, ih^ Mercurial 
and Saturnine; and upon this supposition, 
to express a hope, that when candidly 
considered, the most m^curial will not 
think my book too grave, nor the most sa- 
turnincy too gay — that the serious parts of 
it will hot be found to be insufferably stu- 
pid, nor the ludicrous parts altogether im- 
pertinent. 

It has been usual to compare the labours 
of such a miscellanetfUs writer as myself, 
to the toils and wanderings of the Ace, fly- 
ing about, 

" To gather honey all the day, 
From every opening flower." 
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PREFACE. 

I shall nbt i^hritik from the eompar»ion; 
if I iMy^lMit be pisrfiiitted to make one ob- 
tervation before my readers venture to taste 
my honey. Let me asswe them theo, that 
though it bis. undoubtedly been collected 
from a great variety of melliferous sources^ 
it has nol beeh gathered iudiilcriminately 
from *^ eMff^ i^nkig flower;" 1 have been 
iarejful to avoid all those literary ri^dch 
dendrwuf, kalfhias, andpmiedas, Sec. which, 
fl^dfdtug to ii^rtain diseoveries in natural 
Idstbfry, (see Edinburgh Review, No. 
Lxxiik.) might be likely to yi^ld more 
poison than sweifts. America has genersBly 
had the credit of producing these liiischiev- 
ous plants in greatest abundance, but I 
must confess, that in my Uterary flights^ I 
have foufid no want of them in the conserva* 
tories of Europe : whether the productions 
of Greece, Italy, Germany, Spain, France, or 
England. I would wish it to be understood 
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PREFACE. VU 

therefore^ that in making my coUectionft 
I bave been very circumspect and caii- 
1ioa3 ; desiring. above all things to pDepase 
only such honey as pught ptore perfectly 
whplesofliis^ and free froib evdry .deleterioyi 
Buxtiire whatsoever. 

If I am to be ^et forth by comparisons^ 
I should rather oesemble myself to a maA» 
who baviiig mounted his £ivourite heUiy- 
honse to dde about hi^ own grounds in 
peaeeiand quietness, had beien unejcpect- 
Mly ran «way^ with, and oafHed so ftr 
ba^pond his or^iatil intentsom^ andhtsofcim 
hcone, as to be nieither able nor very wilr 
fing tp giv^ niiich accouiit of himsdyT to by-» 
stander^. That Jny book m& appeal a? 
eSidvte I doabt hot, but the .m4^6(rrin gk^ 
wrai nmst i^ aAnittod to be gpfplid if not 
i^bfiKe ; jEuad if I dho^ som^tj^eft Mem 
te \}» defi^ending hciow its proper dignity^ 
M it h^ jwoUected thft Homtf did ^^t 
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Vm PREFACE, 

disdam to write Mipon frogs and mice; Vir* 
gil on a gnat ; Lucian on ^fly; Apuleius 
on an ass; Favorinus on a quartan ague ; 
Synesius on baldness; Erasmus on Folly; 
Pope on a lock of hair ; Bums on a haggis^ 
twa dogSf a calf a numse, and (as well as 
the clever but scurrilous Peter Pindar) on 
an animal still m&re obmxkms. 

But I have cases to cite still more in 
point, where playfulness of writii^ is con- 
nected with the utmost gravity of charac- 
ter, and where even the wise may be said 
to have actually played the fool ; Lord Ba- 
con's Apothegms, little better than a jest 
book, may surely be cited in proof; and 
yet his Lordship, so far from beii]^ asham- 
ed of such amusing fooleries, defends hiai' 
iSeif by a reference to authors of more an- 
cient celebrity. *' Julius CasoTy' says he, 
** did write a collection of Apothegms, as 
appears in an Epistle of Cicero; so did 
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PR£FAC£. IX 

Macrobius, a Consular man. I need say 
no more for a writing of that nature."" But 
he enters still further into the subject; 
as if bent upon upholding tlie credit of 
such miscellaneous works as the present. 
'' Certainly such collections are of excel* 
lent use ; they are mucrones Vtrberum, 
pointed speeches ; the words of the wise 
are as goads^ saith Solomon. Cicero pret- 
tily calls them Salinas^ Salt-pits, that you 
may extract Salt out of, and sprinkle it 
wluere you wilL They serve to be inter- 
laced in continual speech. They serve if 
you take out the kernel of them^ and make 
them your own." And he condescend^ 
even to give a precise account of his pro- 
ceedings. *' I have," says he, " for my 
recreation^ among more serious studies^ 
collected some few of them, not omitting 
any, because they are vulgar, (for many 
vulgar ones are excellent good,) and add- 
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X PREFACE. 

ing many new. that Qtberwise would have 
died." I would not for the world be 
thought to compare any work of my own 
with the worics of Lord Bacon, but I trust 
my collections may at least appear to be 
as inoffensive as his Lordship's. 
, JBUkop Earle's celebrated work, entitled 
" Mkrocosmographjfy or a Piece of the 
Worid discovered, in Essays and Charac- 
ters," reprinted not long ago by a very 
amiable and distinguised member of a cer- 
tain University, has in it, midoubtedly, 
some sly pieces of satire, quite as plajrful 
as any thing to be found in the following 
work ; nior did his Right Reverenoe scruple 
to play eveawdth Ike same toys as myself, 
1^ any body may see by turhing to the £ol* 
lowing characters, '' An Upstart Knight ;" 
*' An Attorney ;" '' A meer Oreat Man ;" 
and '•' A Herald r 
But I have a more regular authority 
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than all to cite in the famous Camden ; 
** The Nourice of Antiquity," as Spenser 
calls him, in his '^ Rtiins of Time ;" 

" Camden, whose labours ever shall endure, 
Though wasting Titne all monuments obscure ;** 

This learned author did not disdain to ga- 
ther up the ** outcast ruhbish*' of his more 
serious studies, ^nd to form them into a 
book, called his " Remahm^' which has 
been so vakied in many successive ages, 
as to have not only gone through varions 
impressions in times past, '- but which still 
continues to be read by the curious and 
erudite, with much delight and satisfaction, 
ai^ many have told me ; though it treats 
df '' Names*' and " Symames," *' Ana- 
grames," '* Apparell," ^* Wise Speeches/' 
" Proverbs,'' ** Poesies," and ** iPpitaphs,'' 
very much in Uie style of tbe most playAil 
parts of my own pefformtoce. Camdeq 
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Xll PREFACE, 

himself says, in regard to his remarks on 
Names, ** I fear you will call Xh^m foolish 
fopperieSy but call them what you please^ 
I hope a little folly may be pardonable in 
this our so wise an. age." After this it is 
curious enough to observe that the Grave 
Bishop Nicholson^ in his famous work, the 
Historical Likrary^ seems only to lament 
that Camden did not go so far into this very 
part of his subject, as Gibson and ScotteliuSn 
The author of the Satires on the Love of 
Fame has some remarks in his Preface, 
which may well be adopted here. ** No 
man," says he, '* can converse much in the 
world, but at what he meets with, he must 
either be insensible, or grieve, or be angry> 
o^ smikf' he does not say laugh in this 
place, but he adds it a little farther on. 
** Latching at the world will in a great 
measure ease us of any more disagreeable 
passion about it ;" and again, '' Laugldng 
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PREFACE. Xm 

Satire bids the fairest for success; the 
world is too proud to be fond of a serious 
tutor.'* 

I beg that these things may be taken 
into consideration in judging of the fol- 
lowing book ; for I know there are many in 
the world constantly prepared to say, ** of 
laughter it is mad ; and of mirth, what doeth 
it?" but I am not one of that gloomy na- 
ture, though as great an enemy to any of- 
fensive merriment as if I belonged to the 
Society of Friends ; indeed, I could have 
made my book much more entertaining if 
I had felt no reserve upon this head ; for 
though this might not improperly be called 
the age of " reminiscences,'' and ** recollec- 
tianSf'' yet I have studiously suppressed 
many stories, sooner than run the risk of 
exposing improperly, either the living or 
the dead. 
The memory is truly a wonderful faculty, 
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XIT PREFACE. 

highly worth cultivating, as Cato judged ; 
and we have certainly many memorable 
instances upon record of its extraordinary 
powers> as in the case of Gyrus, of Cineas, 
Mithridatesj Themistocle^, Appius Clau* 
dius, Hortensius, Seneea, Julius Caesar, 
&c. :— but a ^iteful memory, or even a 
/ifljrfjr metaory, if it pour forth its stories 
without delitacy or reserve, revivifying the 
^had for the express purpose of exposing 
blots ahd blemishes, of \trhich the world at 
large was never before aware, or if it had 
be^i, would more willingly havd forgotten; 
so far from wishing to have smh memories 
preserved and cultivated amongst tis; fo 
the excess they have ia some instances lately 
been, I could rather desire a river Zefcte 
should flow through tbe land, or beoome 
one of our fashionable watering-places 
Or, if this would not do, that all tittk-taUk 
reminiscents were in the way of eatif^ smr 
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PREFA'CE. Xy 

tqtpks, keeping compao^ with cameie, look- 
ing iip<m ^ngs h^ing, reading epitapk^^ 
&p. ; whiteh the Arabians assure. U8 are iR^ 
fallible. steps to an absolute loss of that 
mischievous faculty. 

Montaigne pays no great compliment lo 
these ^' BtmmisomU,'\yfhi&a he observes 
that ^\ a great membry is often oonpted 
with a weak judgment:" that tbe ane> 
however, does not infer the odier, we may 
e(Maclud6J[h)m what we read qf the Empe*)* 
ror GkmHu^ wk) having decidedly a weak 
judgment, had so short a nuonpry, as not 
only to be in the habit of calling the next 
day for those very persons whom he had 
ordered to be executed on the preceding 
evening, but absolutely sat up late one 
night, waiting for the Empress Messaiind 
to eome to bed, who had been made away 
with by his express directions not many 
hours befoi[e ! 
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XVI PREFACE. 

Having meiitioiied Mimtaigne, it' may 
not be amiss, to notice his reftiark uf>oii 
certam authors, of whom I myself pertiaps 
may be one. He thinks there ought to ; be 
legal remedies provided against trifling entd 
useless writers, as there are against vagc^ 
bonds and sluggards. But a countryman of 
his own, has objected strongly to this ; t6e 
latter thinks, the publication of even* the 
most useless and trifling books should' be 
encouraged; ** for," says he, " the wo«rt; 
cannot but be of some benefit to the na- 
tion; They afford a livelihood to a great 
many workmen in the metropolis ; and in 
the' country' they support many manufttc- 
tories of paper, and consequently promote 
commerce/' — This iadso I beg may be con- 
sidered, if the following Work should' be 
found trying; u^kss^ you see, it cannathe 
— ^need I enumerate the number of persoiis^ 
to be selrved by it ? ' Passing by the print- 
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PEUPACE. xvii 

ers^ whose, claim to remuneration for their 
great cure and trouble^ is more direct and 
immediate^^o but think of the miners, and 
preparers^of tkefnetal for types, the later- 
fbunderStBnd cutters and casters; the press- 
makers, carpenters, and makers of tools, as 
hamm^SiJiles, vices, gravers, gauges, punches;, 
of moulds, matrices, fonts; of the growers 
^ijlax and weavers of Hnen, collectors ancf 
venders of rags, willi aU the complicated 
machinery for forming them into paper. 
The persons concerned in the preparation 
of the ink, or procuring its materials, as 
kimprUack, oil^^ — ^But I stop^KwAdrfbgoks 
may be as fMeful in this vmy, as trifling ones, 
90 that I shall press this consideration no 
fiurther,^ but hope, that let my book be 
ever so trifling, it miay yet, in other re- 
spects, be of some service ; for if it lAs^e 
^y thin readers laugh, they will be likely 
|o gr(9Dfat; if it amuse the suXki^ or teity, 
VOL. I. a 
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XVm FK£FAC£ic 

they may grow good-hummred: Hit btguih 
the time for the sick, ihe^oUs or the deerepid^ 
th^ will feel their u^rmUm the leas; if 
it inform the ignorant, th^y will become 
more agreeable : if it help the generality 
of the world to under^taiid smd keep their 
proper stations and places, it may, we. 
would hope, do much to blunt those 
" little stings and thorns in life/' (as the 
Tatler calls the niceties and punctilios of 
sodaj/i) '' that make it more uneasy than 
its most substantial evils." 

No author must expect to please every 
body— some may be so formed. as not to. 
be capable of being pleased : when Cardi*- 
oal Richelieu told Godeau that he did not 
understand his verses, ** that is not mif 
fiiult," said the honest poet. 

In a work that has appeared since the 
publica^on.of my first Edition, I mean, 
the Memoirs of Napoleon by the Goun* 
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PREFACE. XIX 

Las Cmcs, the author speaking of the per- 
tons whom he severally consulted on the 
Mibject 6f his Atlas, observe*, ^* I Wto 
tiiXia enabled to Aieditate at my ease, oti 
Ae curioQS diversity of opinion, judgment; 
and taste. The point vi^ich Me Condemn- 
ed, was precisely that which another most 
^mired, whicli a third declared to be in** 
dispensable, and a fourth pronounced to 
be inadmissible." 

' The memorable remark made on the 
butning <tf the Temple of Bphesus, the 
very night Alexander the Great vras bcim, 
that it was no marvel Diana should be ab- 
sent to assist at stich a birth, Cicero com- 
tnends for a witty conceit; while Plutarch 
<K)ndemns it as a witless jest. No autbot 
therefore, as Isaid before, must expect td 
please every body. . : • ) 

Wfcile we remain upon the surface 6f 
thife earth, henddr^ is an amttting game to 
a2 
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pl^H at It is a. game iod^Msd that camiat 
last for ever. Being m this,; lUce ^^^oiKg^ 
to the noble game of Chess, of whidi aa 
old writer has well observed^ there is >i}9 
one game which may se^oa toirep^i^eseiit tl)^ 
state of man!s life so full aiid well ; ^'fiErtr 
there you shall fi^id Prmoer and B^gkrs, 
and per^ns of all e^m&twm^ ranked In, l^mr 
proper and peculiar plaees; yet when the 
game is done, they are all tihrust up in a 
bag together ; and where then appeairs any 
d^erence betwixt the poorest beggar and 
t^e potentest peer. The like may be obh 
served in this stage of human frailty; 
while we are here set to shew, during the 
chess-game of this life, we are according to 
our several ranks esteemed, and fit it 
should be so : for else should all degrees 
be promiscuously confotmded : but no 
sooner is the game done, the thread of our 
short life spun, than we are thrown into a 
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ha^, a poor winc^g^^keety for that is dll that 
^li^ ifiMst carry witii us ; where there shall 
%fe BO difference betwixt the greatest and 
the les^t, the highest and lowest; for then 
it'^hidl hot b6 asked how much we had, 
Iwif how ^w^ disponed of that we had." 

I pot no^^Etme to m,f book ; conceiving 
thct as Icmg as the Attorney Creneral has 
nothing to say to myself, my Printers, or 
my Pttbfohers, I have a right to remain 
im»gmto if I choose it. 

I do not feel bound even to say how far 
I may be interest^ in the success of the 
work. If I should be above want, I have 
tak^i pains to shew, that there are many 
0tbisrs who may be benefited by its sale 
end circulation, and as the author of the 
Fortosies of Nigel, has lately well ob- 
served^ no prc^t in such cases, can be 
drawn from the public but in the shape of 
a vebmtarjf tax, and that in all likelihood 
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from those who can well afford it. ^' No 
man of sense/' as that acute and success* 
All writer adds, ^^ in any rank of life, is or 
ought to be above accepting a just recom- 
pence for his time, and a reasonable share 
of capital, which owes its very existencie 
to his exertions. When Czar Peter wrought 
in the trenches, he took the pay of a com* 
tnon soldier ; and Nobles, Statesmen, and 
Divines have not scrupled to square ac- 
counts with the bookseller. 

*^ O if it were a mean thing. 

The Gentles would not use it ; 
And if it were ungodly, 

The Clergy would refuse it." 

The circumstances of an author indeed 
Tiave still less to do with the merit of a 
l>ook than the name. Some of th6 most 
eminent writers of antiquity were exposed 
to very severe distresses. PlatUus turned 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PR£FAC£/ XXaX 

am^ll ; Terence was. a slave ; Boethius died 
inprisoB ; Tcuso wa&oftea distressed for a 
few shillings ; Benth^Uo was refused ad-. 
mission into the hospital he himself erect-^ 
ed; Cervantes died of hunger; Camoens 
ended his days in an ahm-house or infir« 
mary ; and Vaugelas left his body to the 
surgeons to pay his debts as fiatr as it would 
go. However, thus far I will let my rea-( 
ders into the seeset ; I am neither a Plan- 
tu9y a Terence^ a Tas9o^ or a BoetMtis; sa 
tjiat they may spare themselves the pains 
of looking for me among such gifted ge^ 
niuses — neither need they go to St. BeM£$ 
Hill to look for me, for though I have ven-^ 
tured to treat of ranks, titles, and distinc-- 
tions, &c. I am no member of the Heralds' 
College ; never saw it indeed in all my 
life. I may truly say, what old Dugdale 
seems to have ^said almost in joke, consi- 
dering his station, '• I profess not heral-^ 
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drie, nan equidem tali me Agn&r honare, ta 
marciall any mans ranke."— I have only 
thrown out hints, endeayouring always to 
keep within my depth. 

Many persons, I know, pretend to think 
so meanly of Heraldry, either »s an art or 
Science, as almost to boast of their igno- 
rance of it ; but I question whetter there 
be not a good deal of self'-deeeit in this. 
" Heraldry," says Bishop Earle, " is an 
art in England, but in Wales, nature ; where 
they are bom with heraldry in their 
mouths, and each mnneis ajt»e^%ree." I 
am apt to think it is nature also in Eng* 
land, and all other countries; for though 
men may not be bom with it in their 
mouths, except in Woks, I am very cer- 
tain that they are generally, if not univer- 
sally, bora with it in their hearts, ten^pers, 
feeUngs, and di^fmitions ; and I shall tfaere-* 
fore beg to be understood, as seeking in 
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tke following work, occamonisJly at least, 
to feach this secret^ inward^ and Mtfuni/ 
keraUryy which abounds indmees^a muoh 
as the other, and though pei^ps^ more 
Mdden, is oftentimes not less presuining ; 
whose bearings, without some check, are: 
but too apt to run inta escocheons o( pre* 
tence, and never more so than amongst 
those, who are least prepared to stand the 
test, of a full blazonry of their achieve^ 
menu. 

I have no more to say at present ; ex- 
cept it be, to offer my acknowledgments 
to certain correspondents and periodical 
reviewers, who have done me the honor 
of noticing my first Edition ; sometimes 
with applause ; sometimes in the way of 
correction ; but always, as far as my ob- 
starvation goesj with particular courtesy 
and good humour. In the present edi- 

VOL.1. b 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



XXVI P.BErAC£« 

tion, I h^ye, as far as posiibje^ atteAdf^ 
to every remark that, seemed at all . dQr 
serving of consideratiiia. To aom^ objefir 
tions I )iave yie^d j aome, I have .4i%i 
cqpsed ; aqd some^ I liop$L I . ^l^all b» 
jaidg^d to have suffioieatly ;ti\3wered« 
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INTRODUCTORY. 



That very eminent Herald^ Mr. John Goillim, 
pnrsnivant at anna in the seventeenth century, 
introdnces his display of heraldry to the notice 
of his reader, in nearly the following terms, and 
exactly the following spelling. . 

*^ How difficult a thing it is to produce forme 
out of things shapelesse and deformed, and to pre* 
scribe limits to things confined, there b none 
but may easily perceive, if he shall take but a 
sleight view of the CAoos-like contemperation of 
things not only diverse, but repugnant in nature, 
hitherto incorporated in the generous profession 
of heraldry : as the forms of the pure cekstiall 
bodies, mixed ^ith grosser terrestriak; earthly 
minerals with watery; savage beasts with tame: 
whole-footed beasts with divided; reptiles with 
things gressible ; fowles of prey with home-bred; 
these again with river fowles ; aery Insecta with 
earthly ; also things naturall with artificiall ; arts 
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liberallvfith tnechamcall: military viiih rusticall; 
and mstick with civilL For redresse whereof, my- 
self (though unablest of many) have done my 
best, to dissolve this deformed lump, distributing 
and digesting each particular thereof into his 
peculiar rank. — For what letteth but that every 
of us, writing in a diverse kind, may not with- 
out offence use our endeavours to give unto this 
erst unshapelie and disproportional profession 
of heraldry a true symsnetria, and proportionable 
correspondence of each pi^rt to other V 

I admire this worthy pursuivant at arms fpi* 
the modest manner in which he enters upon his 
subject, and for the zeal and anxiety h^ dis- 
plays to bring order out of confusion. *' What 
letteth" but I should do something of the same 
kind, and equally I would hope " without ofr 
fence ?" I know a little of heraldry myself, and 
though I am not going to meddle with tlie $am€ 
*^ iMimpr that occupied the labours and attention 
of honest Mr. Guillim*, yet I tUnk I have found 

* HftTiog Tentnred in this Second Edition to cite GniUim u fireel j 
u I had done in the Fint, and eren again to caU him " Aontif Hr. 
GnUliin," it Kerns almoat neoefaarj tb«)t I ihonld make some replj 
to a reHewer in the Literary Chronicle for May 17, 183S, who in no- 
ticing mj references to GniUim's HcrsUry, adds, in the waj of a friend- 
ly hint, « (which by the bye, wasnofwnMen l>y QwXXm.y^ I know that 
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a similar one, which requirear aetting to rightSi 

if it can be done ; or at all events having amarii 

pat upon it, that nobody may tumble over it, 

and break their shins or necks in their passage 

through this busy world. Heraldry is no mean 

art, or despicable science, I can assure you. 

** Kings and nobles/' says the celebrated Gilbert 

Stuart, ** appear in society before lands devolve 

to individuals, and befiire laws are framed to 

give security to possessions. Filled and pene* 

trated with the idea of a public, men direct the 

dictinction of ranks, by the advimti^es whidi 

result to the community from the conduct of its 

members ; and according to the connection of 

ranks with the community, they determine tbs 

honor and attention coi^erred on tbem.^ 

Distinctions seem natural to man in the very 
lowest states of society. Savage nations kave 

raeh hu been the general raspieion, bat I doabt the fact, thottgh Mr. 
Noble, in hit College of Arms, leemt to attribate the book entirely 
to Dr. Bmrkhanii and Anthony Wood long ago asserted, that the 
scholastic parts of the Display were written by Dr. B. Mr. Moole, 
howef^r, in his rahiabie woric, •• BtUMhma HeraUHtM" lately pub- 
liihed, seenss to agree with me in thidung, that GniUim's own dedi- 
cation to the kbg, the complimentary yerses of his brother heralds, 
and the situation he held in the College, conspire to prove that he 
Bittst have bad a principal share in the composiUon of the work. 

b2 
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their war-chiefs, and when all other distinctions 
fail, age has generally been allowed its peculiar 
privileges, not only of advice, but controul. We 
have heard a great deal in our days of ^' Equa- 
lity :** ** Liberty and Equality ;'* and many 
among us have lived to witness in an ancient 
nation, an attempt to get rid of all heraldic 
honors and distinctions from the king to the 
peasant; but most of those who lived to witness 
this, lived to witness also their speedy restora- 
tion, under circumstances so striking as to pre- 
sent a signal instance of human error and of 
human weakness ; not in restoring such things, 
but in supposing they could long do without 
them in a nation once accustomed to diem ; not 
in giving back the titles and honors which had 
been suppressed, to the original possessors, but in 
forming a new '* noblesse,'* actually composed, 
as Mad. de Stael observes, of the partizans of 
Equality. 

Are we then by the laws of heraldry compelled 
to relinquish all ideas of Equality ? Far from 
it ; there is an Equality established by the laws 
of God, which no human laws, or human fancies 
can ever over-rule. There is o, political equality, 
which miay be adopted more or less into our 
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social institutioBs, and be rendered entirely con- 
sistent and compatible with a distinction of 
ranks. But EqiuJity is oft^i misunderstood and 
often misrepresented ; sometimes it is the Yoice of 
nature and reosoft, sometimes the watck-^oard of 
sedition. The doctrine of Equality, says the 
Abbe Nonette in his preface to the '^ Erreun dt 
Voltaire^* is so equivocal, that its maxims are at 
times, ** le langage de la nature et de la raismn 
et quelquefois des oris de sedition et du JwreurJ* 
Those who are not great have it always in their 
power to rail at greatness ; ** since we cannot at* 
fain to greatness/' says Montaigne, ** let's have 
our revenge by railing at it;" but this he said 
in joke, it was no sentiment of his own. Among 
all our distinctions of rank, it should be ob- 
served to the credit of our laws and constitution, 
that there is a continual remembrance of that 
Equality which God has ordained ; so that if all 
are not actually equal, yet all haioe their equak, 
for the ends and purposes of law and justice. 
Our Trial by Jury, Magna Charta, our House of 
Peers, all bespeak that regard for Equality civil 
and political, which is the best security to true 
Hberty. " That liberty," says the acute Giiic- 
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dardini, *' which mankind in general esteem with 
so much reason 9 is not independence^ for indeed 
how could a society support itself in which the 
members were all independent one of the other ? 
The advantage to be expected from liberty is, 
that Justice should be exactly and equally admi* 
nistered to every one/' Is not this provided for 
by Magna Charta, when it ordi^ns that *' no free 
man shall be taken^ imprisoned or deprived of 
his freehold, or liberties, or free customs, out- 
lawed, banished, or any way destroyedr— uoless 
by the legal judgment of his Peers (equals) or by 
the law of the land/' Is it not provided for by 
the constitution of our legislature? amongst the 
representatives of the people, delegated to frame 
and enact laws, is not the most private man in 
the assembly, is not the representative of the 
fewest constituents according to the rules of 
parliament entitled to as much attention, as he 
who represents a county, or he who is loaded 
with public offices? in our House of Lords or 
Peers, are not those, who according to their 
different rsuiks and titles are notoriously gra<2tf 
impares, in virtue of the baromes (by which ahne 
they hold their seats) nobilitate pares: equally 
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noble, and all peers of the realm ? Are not the 
sons even of the Peers themselves, by the prin* 
ciples of the constitution commoners, and amena- 
ble to the same laws as other commoners, even 
though by conrtesy, some of them bear the 
highest titles? The only person who is ex- 
cluded from all the claims and privileges of 
equality by the British constitution, is the sove- 
reign himself. Nobly therefore has the same 
constitution exempted him as sovereign from 
all personal responsibility. If it were other- 
wise, the king would be the man of all others to 
call out for Liberty and Equality. When some 
of Alexander's companions demanded of him if 
he would run a race, " willingly,'' said he, " if 
there were kings to run withal.'' There was more 
reason than pride in this. 

The '* Equality" some men dream of, as fun- 
damentally inconsistent with any distinctions of 
rank, titles of nobility, &c. seems to me, I 
must confess, so entirely contrary to every thing 
that has hitherto taken place in the world, that 
so far from denouncing such distinctions, as the 
vain and extravagant inventions of man, I can 
scarcely bring myself to regard them as at all 
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artificial ; I am tempted always to cry out with 
the old poet, 

*' Eqaality, so oft addrest. 

Canst thou o'er wretched mortals reign ? 
Alts ! Tboa ne'er bant stood the test, 
Chimfera boasted bat in vain." 

What ranks, orders, and distinctions ivere 
there not to be found in the ancient Mythology ? 
The religion of moTiarcMes, aristocracies, republics, 
and democracies? Take the account of the fa- 
mous anatomist of melancholy. ** The Ro* 
mans/' saith he, *' who borrowed from all may 
serve for an instance. Their deities were, as Varro 
saith, majorum et minorum gentium; great and 
small, certain and uncertain, some celestial, 
select and liigh ones ; others indigites and 5emt- 
Dei; Lares, Lemures, Dioscuri, Soteres and Pfl- 
rastata, Dii tutelares amongst the Greeks : gods 
of all sorts, for all functions; some for the 
land; some for sea; some for heaven, some for 
hell; some for passions, diseases; some for birth, 
some for weddings, husbandry, woods, waters, gar* 
dens, orchards, &c. : all actions and offices ; Pax, 
Quies, Salus, Libertas, Felicitas, Strenua, Stimula, 
Horta, Pan, Syhanm, Priap', Flora, Cloacina, 
Stercutius, Febris, Pallor, Invidia, Protervia, 
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Sisus, Angerona, Volupia, Vacuna, Veneranda, 
&c. &c. For all intents, places, creatures they 
assigned gods. 

" Et damibus tectis, tkermiU et equis soleaiis, 
Assignare ideat genioi — " 

saith Prudentius* Cuna for cradles; Diverra 
for sweeping houses ; Nodina Knots ; Prema, Hy- 
mm, Hymeneus for Weddings: Comus the god 
of good fellows ; gods of silence^ of comfort ; 
Hebe^ goddess of youth. Hesiod reckons up at 
least 30,000 gods, Varro 300 Jupiters. 

Quicquid Hamas, peUgas, coclam miserabile gigoit, 
Id dixire deos — Colles, freta, flamint, flammai : 

Whatever heaveoi, sea, and land begat, 
Hills, seas, and rivers, God was this or that 

As this book is likely to have its birth in the 
days of radkaUsm, I have felt desirous, in enter- 
ing upon heraldic discussions, to obviate all sus- 
picions of my being an enemy, not merely to 
liberty and equality, but to the democratic 
branches of our admirable constitution. I will 
go a step further ; I shall even declare myself 
not unwilling to adopt the principles of the 
foreign radicals, the Carbonari of Naples, pro- 
vided they will be content to abide by what they 
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have set forth, in a remonstaivee addressed to 
Pope Pius VII. so short a time ago, as in the 
month of September 1820; and in which, if 
I mistake not, I discover a very fair outline at 
least, of the happy government under which we 
live — *' the conduct which is inculcated in the 
education of the Carbonari,^* (I wish they may 
speak true) '^ is precisely the practice of the 
morality of the Gospel — It is true that such a so- 
ciety has apolitical object; but this is not in the. 
slightest degree contrary to the maxims of reli- 
gion. It preserves that respect to the sovereign, 
which the apostle requires from Christians; it 
loves the sovereign, it preserves the state, and 
even the succession of families. But it supports 
a democracy, which instead of offending irao- 
narchy, forms that happy addition to it, which 
endears it more to the nation; and which alone 
can render the rights of the empire and tiiose of 
the citizen less fluctuating, and which therefore 
prevents political disorders by constitutional 
means, and consolidates the true basis of na- 
tional felicity, a felicity to which the Chnstian 
religion directly leads those nations that have 
the glory to profess it." 
Now, though the catechisms, mentors, circulars. 
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patents and emblems of the Italian Carbonari, may 
seem to breathe a diffefent spirit, and to be 
couched in language more approaching to that 
of perfect independence and equality, yet it ia 
sufficient for n^ purposes to shew, that while^ 
perhaps^ they feel such principles to be adrerse 
to the general opinions of the world, and the 
sentiments of enlightened statesmen, they are 
not ashamed to profess another object, which is 
no less than that of reforming the present corrupt 
governments of Europe, by infusing a certain 
portion of democracy into the existing monarchies 
of the continent, by way of consolidating the 
true basis of national felicity, preventing poli- 
tical disorders by constitutional means, and 
binding the whole together, by the fixed rules 
and obligations of Christian morality, and Chris- 
tian obedience to the lawful sovereign. 

Such a view of matters, so far as it goes, ac- 
cords so exactly vrith the leading principles of 
our own constitution, that I am glad to avail 
9iyself of the testimony of such professed re- 
formers, to its merits, before I enter upon my 
heraldic lucubrations, in which I hope it will 
be discovered, that though I am an advocate for 
distinctions of rank, I am not so blindly attached 
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to the system as to make too much of titles, or 
be unmindful, either of that natural equality 
which belongs to us as men, or of that political 
equality which our excellent constitution recog- 
nises amidst all her heraldic distinctions, to as 
great a degree perhaps as it is possible to do, 
without a total departure from her own equally 
established principles, of a limited monarchy, 
and an hereditary aristocracy. 
- Thus much by way of Introduction. After 
all however that has been said, distinction of ranks 
is not so much or so immediately the subject of 
my present undertaking, as confusion of ranks* 
There are many things tending to such cottfimon 
in our present institutions, which if they cannot 
be corrected, ought at least to be explained. I 
shall instance in the first place, certain anoma- 
lies and strange circumstances arising out of a 
community of titles, one title serving for many 
purposes, whereby in vulgar estimation, dignities 
and ranks often come to be confounded, and 
many individuals appear to be defrauded, as it 
w6re, of their proper honors. I know it to be 
an established maxim, that there are more things 
in the world, than there are names for them, ac- 
cording to the saying of the philosopher, " No- 
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mina sunt Jinita, res autem inJimt(B» ideo unum no- 
men plura significat." But that this is calculated 
to produce great confusion, and should there- 
fore, as far as possible, be avoided, especially 
in regard to titles of honor. Which were cer- 
tainly above all things meant for distinction die 
most certain and particular, it will be my en- 
deavour to shew; and for civility sake as wdl as 
to illustrate my meaning, by as clear an instance 
as I could produce, I shall begin this part of 
my subject, (which I foresee will be almost in- 
exhaustible,) with the title of 
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*« PlAce aux Dames:* 

It is surely odd that the titles of " Lady,^* and 
" Ladyship/^ should reach from a Duchess to 
the Lady Mayoress of York ; a Marchioness is, 
in common conversation often called only Lady 
such a one, and your Ladyship is the very highest 
term of respect you can apply to her when ad- 
dressing her. It is the same with Countesses, 
Viscountesses and Baronesses. It is true that 
their titles being generally the names of places, 
may in most instances bespeak them connected 
with the peerage ; but this is not the case with 
all. Some peers* names and titles are the same. 
Lady Stafford, Lady Bath, Lady Cardigan^ Lady 
Pembroke, &c. might not perhaps be mistaken, 
though indeed the names oi places are often the 
names o{ persons too, as shall be shewn ; but be- 
sides this, even as to titles derived from places, 
it requires some knowledge of heraldry, or the 
opportunity of mingling with the first company, 
to be able to distinguish between the Marchioness 
of, or Lady Hertford, the Countess of, or Lady 
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Derby, Viscountess or Lady SidmoHlli, Baroness 
or Lady Sherborne. That there may be places 
and persons of the same name is evident, as 
lately. 

Lady Salisbury, (a Marchioness.) 
Latfy Salisbury, (a Baronet's Lady.) 
Lady Ashbumham, (a Countesa.) 
Loify Ashburnhaxn, (a Baronet's Lady.) 
Lady Chichester, (a Countess.) 
Lady Chichester^ (a Baronet's Lady.) 
Most of the Barons of England have names 
for their titles. I remember 
A Lady Clxve, (a Peeress.) 
A Lady Clive, (a Judge's Lady.) 
A La^ St. John, (a Peeress.) 
A Lady SL;John, (a Baronet's Lady.) 
A Lady.St^ John, (a Knight's Lady.) 
Two Ladies Rivers. 
Two Ladies |Aiddleton. 
Two Ladkf Onslow. 
Three Ladies Howe. 

Viz. 
A CountesSf 

A Baroness in her own right, and the Lady of 
aXn^A^ofthe Bath. 
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Several Ladies Grey. 
Viz. 

A Marchioness, 

A Countess, 

A Baroness, 

A Baronet*s Lady, a Knight's Lady. 

I do not mean to say that these Ladies are 
often likely to be so confounded, because the 
highest move in too exalted a sphere to be mis- 
taken by those with whom they associate, and 
they have various other means of distinction, as 
coronets, armorial bearings, visiting cards, &c. — 
but heraldry is a confined knowledge ; very few 
indeed know any thing at all about it, and after 
all I am proposing to treat rather of the possi- 
bitity of mistakes, than of actual mistakes ; not 
of what does really happen, but of what ndght 
or may happen from titles of so vague a descrip- 
tion. A Lady B. an apothecary's wife, not very 
long ago, as I have been told, went to pass 
some time at a public place. On her first ar- 
rival, either out of ignorance or vanity, she en- 
tered her name, in those ledgers of information, 
the library and subscription books. Lady (Mary) 
B. Mary was her name undoubtedly, and Lady 
was her title, but it sent all the rest of the com- 
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pany to their pocket peerages, to hunt her out, 
and quite in vain. The Master of the Ceie« 
monies himself, could not tell whether the new 
corner^ was to take place as a Marchioness, a 
Countess, or a Viscaumtess, (for as a Lady Mary^ 
such might have been her rank,) but most for*- 
tunately before the ball night, be discovered 
that she was in truth only an apothecary*8 Lady^ 
brand new from the apotheca, or shop ; her bus* 
band having been knighted upon carrying up an 
address as Mayor of a certain corporation. 

Now as every Knight may have a Lctdy, or 
rather ought to have one, for according to the rules 
of chivalry, '' a Knight without b, Lady, is like 
a fiddle without a bridge, a body without a head« 
a soldier without a sword, a monkey without a 
tail, a lady without a glass, a glass without a 
&ce, a fitce without a nose,'' it is surely fit that 
certain Knights* ladies, should know who they 
really are ; for whatever the husbands may be^ 
their wives ** must be called my Lady^ as Don 
Quixote observes,^' though it should make ever 
so many hearts ache/' All Knights' ladies be« 
sides, having (in this Christian country) Chris^ 
tian names as well as Lady Mary B., it may be 
well for them to understand, that though they 
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may partiGipate in the honoucs of their hadbanids 
as fdr as regards the SIE-Namee of dieir titled 
consorts^ they must on no accotint pretoid- to 
be Christians, by calling themselves JjodieB, 
Jane, Sarah, Bridget^ or by any ol^er baptiBmal 
names that may happen' to bcaoatg to them. > Bat 
in this case, oamssiim ofifentimes ocfeasioHs bM 
mnch confusion as insertwu. Those who- really 
are Ladies, (Mary, Elizabeth, or Caroline^ fortni- 
stance,) are sure to be despoiled of their 'honor 
by tradcs-|>eople, and oliiers of loWer conditidn, 
1^0, in speaking of them, invariably o^m^.ihe 
Christian name ; especially vt^hen stick ladies of 
high birth have married commoner^, «and quitted 
their father^ family. Lady Mary White' ihfttb* 
Ubly becomes only Lady White ; Lady^ ERzSbetk 
Green, Lady Green ; Lady Oxroline Brown, Lady 
Br(ywn; v^hich is a gk^evons degradation, amon»t'> 
ing' in heraldry to the diffmnbe perhapte of not 
less than Five degreed; of railki , . 

Of Knights'^' ladies, the wives of Judges seem 
to stand in the strangest fitedicament; They are 
Knights^ tadies 6nl]f it is true, but their husbands 
take place of Baronets, and are " Honotirabie ;" 
on which account Judges hare been known to 
decline the hoiior of knighthood, but his late 
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Majesty^ who lik^d old cubWom, waa nptpli^M^ 
that they should do so.. It haa indeed beea.aa?. 
serted» and it may. be found in some of our. 
oiders of pcecedeace, that the witea of Privyr^ 
CouQciUors, Jmdge^ 8cc. ajre. to take, the same, 
pktee as their huabandft da; hut I queAion, 
whether any Judy's lady wo^ atten9{>t this* 
In France the wives, of ^o£ie whp had oQcia^ 
dignity, used formerly w* QiJly to b|8:aUqwe4 
the saow pre^edewy, as. their h^isbi^^, hu^ \f^ 
take the offioial title also, as. Madafpie la jPr^ 
db^e, Madam^la (^hamfUgr^, S;^ Aft i^ng^i^b 
Judge ^oes mt willii^ly ci^.hiQ[weJf bjr;hip ^9 
of Img/kthoodj h§ kmn^ ^^ highei^titlfi to h§ 
that of MT.Jfmtke A« Qr p., t}ic«igh tl^islf^t^y 
eyidently ni^^a hmi in the e^n^^tiQB ^i Hh^ 
mlgar, hut a Ju^iice oi Peac^j ^ile^his 1!^^^',^ 
title, which he 9txiiu>^4Y mppm^fi^ u^igj^t rsyipf^ 
both him and ,his IMg, in sound, at l^sti a^ kigh 
as a Biwmetj and hk.T^yh th^.Ji^dge I^ii^e^^ 
in his ojfieial capaicity ap^uidiy t^Amg. .fii({Qej ^\l 
the while, of a Baronet. This th^ i^ a^ 
hscaldic^ inoonaisltntgr, a^d/ CH^ftftsi^Rs bpth 
conftisioii and mistabs, t premei»}>i^: a Jti4gis> 
widow \idiQ Jaid aside h^ dmbtfvl title of, Lady^ 
upon marrying a Captain in the navy, yfl^W^ 
c2 
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another, who married a Btshop, retained it ; 
adding thereby something of ecUt to the head' 
of a table, where a plain Mrs. would otherwise 
have presided* Not that I do in the least mean 
to insinuate that this was the object, for inde- 
pendent of her title, she was a person both of 
&mily and fortune ; but in retaining it, she did 
that, which the former Lady, must have re/tit- 
qtnshed, upon totally different feelings. A Judge 
6f the Exchequer, though inferior to the other 
puisne Judges, has a much higher sounding 
title; being always called Baron; a title not 
only nobk as applied to modem Peers, but as 
originally ^ven to the Exchequer Judges them- 
selves, who were in past times, all proper 
Barom of England. Their Ladies, however, are 
still only Knights^ Ladies. I shall have more to 
isay about Knights soon; at present I confine 
myaelf to the mere title of Lady, which seems 
to be too general, and to have in it too little of 
discrimination, with regard to our own order of 
preeed^ce. 

I might, however, m aU likelihood go much 
higher in regard to this title: even to the Queen 
or *'Cwen,*' wife, amongst our Saxon ances* 
tors ; who was also it seems, frequently called 
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Hlafdige; whence, (I know not how, but antiqua- 
ries insist upon it) the English word, " Lady/* 
in Latin Domina, is derived. It is not very 
long since^ that our Prince$$es, were called 
*^ Ladies/* The La^ Louisa, Mary, Augusta, 
8cc« Princess is better for the very reason I 
have stated ; the too comprehensive signification 
ofthetOTn^'Xflify;' 

Having had occasion to mention the term 
" Domina,'* I shall notice another anomaly in 
heraldry much connected with all that has pre- 
ceded. Dame from Dandna, is the highest tide, 
and the Icftpest title given to women in many dif- 
ferent languages ; in old writings it is generally 
put for " LadyT amongst ourselves ; in French 
it is the queeii at chess and at cards ; in common 
speech^ it is applied to the Queen's maids pf ho- 
nour. Dames d'honneur^i and ladies of the bed- 
chamber; and yet« though so courtly in th^se 
instances, it is also, as with us, the very lowest 
female tide. «In Chambaud's French Dictionary, 
you will find the following contradictory expla* 
nation of the term Dame. [Titre que Ton donne 
par honneur aux femmes de qualiie.'] Dame, 
[E^ce de titre qu'on domie aux femmes de la plus 
basse condition,^ Was ever any thing so strange ? 
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The instances in the last cas6 happen to be botib 
French and English. 

Dame, Jeanne. 
Chody, Jane. 
Madam, a term we use in addressing even a 
Queen, is only> my Dame, or iny Laefy^ Ma- 
dam^-^Mea Domtna— of wfaiefa Ball Puppy, in 
Ben Jonson's Tale of a Tub, has made onere than 
he need i;o do ; 

« ,0% Oame ! tod Feltowv tf'tke kitoben ! Arm, 
Ann Cor my s^etj ; if joa love jonr 3aU : 
Here is a strange thing call'd a Lady, a 

Mad-Dame." 

Dn Watts, in his logic, notices the changes 
fliat have taken place amongst ourselves, in re- 
gard to the word Dame; but in French its' signi- 
fication is absolutely contradictory in more cases 
than one. *' Faire une Dame/* at the game of 
chess, is to make a Queen; at the game of draughts, 
*' Faire uhe Dam£,*' is to make a King: " une 
dame dam^e,^ at draughts is a crowned King ; in 
common speech, a toping lady. 
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Th.s titie of *' Lord^^' is as coomion as the title 

of ** Jjodjf!* Even a Duke is not always called 

'' My Lord Duke:" a Marquess, seldom, if ever, 

" My Lord Marquess r ''My Lord Earl/' has 

Bever I think been used, nor are Viscounts and 

Barons at all distinguished in company. So that 

** fWf Lord" and " your Lordship/* may fairly 

be said to be in use, from the first Marquess in 

the king's dominions, to the Lord Mayor of 

York, Lord Provost of Edinburgh and Glasgow, 

Lor<2 Rectors, Xon2 Register, Xorc? Advocate of 

Scotland, 8cc. &c. &c. of whose honours and 

distinctions I do certainly not mean to speak 

mih the slightest disrespect, but only in the way 

of illustration. 

By persons much conversant with the world ; 
much in the way of great company ; the confu- 
sion would scarcely be understood or acknow- 
ledged : in courtly companies the difference of 
rank is generally too well known^ to require any 
ferther discrimination, but it is surprising how 
very little of these matters is known a st^p 
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below the rank of nobility. Nay, 1 can venture 
to assert, that few even of the nobility are he- 
ralds* I have been in the way of seeing persons 
of the highest rank, puzzled by some of the 
simplest questions concemi^g their own iiiks^ 
families, privileges, and armorial bearings; I sel*^ 
dom meet with any persons, not conversant with 
the great, who know even the coronets of Ae 
Peers, one from another ; and yet heraldry i» 
very easy to learn, and I can venture to say* 
would be found to be a continual source of 
amusement. 

Perhaps many of our greatest Lobds, are 
not aware, that to be proper Lords, they are 
imnd to be liberal and charitable^ to deal put 
their bread to the hungry, and satisfy the empty 
soul : we are told by certain Lexicographers, (for 
Mr. Home Tooke seems to have decided otherwise) 
that just so much is. implied in the very term 
Lord ; the Saxon definition pf which, runs thus 
"Dlajropb or lojropb of T)lap a loaf ^nA ford oref^ 
ford, because lords and noblemen gave loaves to a 
certain number of poor* Heralds however seem 
to consider the etymology of this title as ex- 
tremely doubtful to this moment. Some will tell 
you we have it from Burgundy, some from Den- 
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mark ; that they are the German Free^keren ; the 
Saxon Tlu^nes ; the Italian Signori ; the Frendi 
Seigneurs, Sieurs: Latin Semores: Persian Seie, 
Shekk, Xec or Cheque ; Scottish Laird, &c» It 
matters not, whence it is derived, or to what other 
titles it bears an affinity, it is evidently too ge- 
neral and indiscriminate as a British title. Our 
lodges are Lords upon ihe bench, and especially 
upon their circuits, where, as the immediate 
representatives of the King, they take place of 
all otiber Lords. The Lords of Session in Scot<^ 
land> are not only called Lords, in their judicial 
capacity, but are allowed to add a title of their 
own; generally, I believe, taken irom their 
country seats or paternal property. Every body 
has heard of Lord Monboddo, few know that he- 
was Mr. Burnet ; Lord Karnes (Mr. Home.) L(^ 
Woodhouseke scarcely any body in these southerns 
parts might think he knew ; but if you were to 
mention Professor Tytkr, all would know him; 
directly, who were attached to the study of Aw- 
iory. Here then this high title would seem to 
operate rather as a title of confusion or obscu* 
rity, than of distinction in the case of persona 
athfirwise eminent. If the title prevail, the family 
name is lost, if the name prevail, the title is;. 
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thrown away, not being a title of inheritance, 
but merely the.distineiian of an individual. As 
an official title, it appeals to be quite thrown 
away on .our Lords of the Treasury, Admiralty, 
8cc. ; who seem to be Lords only when they are 
spoken of, not when they are spoken to. 

. I have not> attempted to compare our English 
title of ** Lord,*' with the Hebrew Adon, or 
Adonai, Greek Kvqios, or Latin Dominus, though 
the translators of the Bible seem. to have re- 
garded it as an equivalent, and in one instance 
adopted the feminine ^' Lady," as the rendering 
otKuqw, 2 John i. But though the term be sy- 
nonymous, I cannot see how it is derived either 
from the Greek or Latin ; and it seems to be 
almost an etymological quibUe to connect it, as 
some do, with the Hebrew, for they would have 
us think that there is a dose connection between 
the Hebrew Adon, which comes from Eden, and 
the Saxon Hhford; becaijse, Eden signifies a 
base or ql pillar, which sustaimth any thing ; and 
Hlafordr signifies giving a loaf of breads which 
may help to sustain the life of man ! To shew 
die tricl^s that may be played by too common a 
title, however sanctified by particular cases, I 
shall venture to cite a political squib, written in 
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the year 1745, by Sir Charles Hanbury Williams, 
which has certainly a good deal of humour in it, 
and (though coming from a pen often sadly licen- 
tious, as must now be too toell known,) could 
scarcely be intended as profane. 

I. 

** Some think Lord CartVet beais the sway, 
• AaA rules tiie kingAoiii atid Uie King ; 
The Lori of Bath do others say. 
And others swear 'tis bo saoh thing ! 

II. 

That 'tis Lord Wilmington no doabt. 

Directs the nation, Cary boasts ; 
But in their guesses ^ey're al( out. 

We're gOYeTn'd by the L-^ of Hosts. 

A moment's patienee, and I'll prove 
The argument I'm now pursoing ; 
' Who is there, but the L—dbbove, 

•^ThiBt knoi«v«th what this ntttioil's doing ? 

IV. 

Whether the war goes on with Spain, 

(In which so many Britons fell,) 
' And what out fleets do on the main, 
' The L^-d, and hd alooe, can teH. 

V. 
The li-^, and be alone, doth know. 
How taxes will be rais'd this year, 
The L— d knows how moch 'tis we owe, 
' Which the L*-d knows when we shall clear. 
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VI. 

The L— d knows how oar armjrll ftre. 
We're goTern'd bj the L— d knows who ; 

Oar King is gone the L — d knows where. 
And the L— d knows what we shall do !" 

As uncourtly persons are apt to be aukward 
in the use of such appellatives as the titles of 
Lard or Lordship, often inserting them too fre- 
quently in their addresses, they would do well 
to look into the 204th Number of the Tatler, 
where they will find some excellent rules laid 
down for their accommodation ; and be taught to 
reserve such titles for dignified purposes only. 
They may talk of his Lordship^s favour, his Lord- 
ship's judgment, his Lordship's patronage, &c, 
as much as they please, but not of his Lord^ 
ship^s wig, cane, hat ; his Lordship's thumb, nose, 
elbow, or great toe ! The paper is altogether a 
very good one, and in more ways than one, ap- 
plicable to the subject we have in hand* 

I cannot dismiss this section without observ- 
ing that hunch-backed, and crooked persons^ 
have often the title of Lord conferred on them. 
The reason of this should be understood, lest 
we should fancy such deformities to be among 
the proper characteristics of nobility; which 
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might well happen, if looking to the hunch- 
backs^ we were to adopt the French interpreta- 
tion of the term Lordly, viz. one who carries 
himself high: *' Qui se porte haut :** but the ap* 
pellation, as applied to croof ed persons, hap-* 
pens not to be, (what I doubt not most people 
imagine,) mere vulgar EngUsh, but |mre Greek. 
Lordos (Ao^or) signifying in the latter tongue 
crooked or bent, curmis. If there be a punish- 
ment in our laws for scandalum tnagnatum, I 
think some reward is due to me for saving our 
Lords from such a reproach* 
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I SHALL next offl^ a fe^ remarks on the. Title 
of ** Captaini" T think I have heard it called 
a travelling title, as being easily assumed, aad 
giving some air of importance>to whoev^beMra 
it. And certainly many do bear it, ^hose sta« 
tiotts in the world are very different* .There are 
Captains of Frig&tes, and Captain* o£ Steams 
packets; Captains^ of the Navy iand Captains of 
the Army. And in war-time we generally know 
them apart. But when the blue coats and red 
coats are laid aside, who can any longer be ex- 
pected to distinguish them by their mere names 
or appearance ? And yet there is this wide dif- 
ference between them, a Captain in the army 
ranks below a Major, while the lowest Captain 
in the Navy (a master and commander for in- 
stance) has the rank of a Major in the Army ; 
a Post-Captain that of Lieutenant-Colonel ; and 
after three years, that of a full Colonel. But 
this difference, under the same title, bears par- 
ticularly hard upon the gentlemen of the navy ; 
from the circumstances of age. It must be 
something to have risen high in such active pro- 
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fessions at an early age ; it must be projiortion^ 
ally mortifying to bear the marks of age wkh*- 
out promotion. Yet what ordinary pei^on could 
guesB^ when he hears faur individuals in com* 
pany, each called '' Captain/^ two petbapi 
raliier advanced in years^ one in middle lifer^ and 
one a smartdashing young maii, tiiai^ they.wiera 
not all Captains in the same degiree; How could 
he be bromght to* faacy, that the latter only <Capt- 
tain D. for instaaccf) wad really a Captain, vMit 
Ca|>tain A. was a Colenely Captain !&.^ a. LJeutSf 
nant-Colonel, and Cafitain C. a JM^ajor? Might 
he not blmider so far a& la suppose the ywmg&t 
man the bed Captain of aU, as- having attained 
to l^at nuik so early in, Kf^^ while the lajtter had 
been standiilg still, at through wbnA oS^ meri^ 
or w»nt of interest, (nrhich I am scarry tO' say, k 
want of merit in many people's eyes,) had missed 
of farfliier promotion ? I have been in the tray 
of feeling for persons in this situation ? Where 
the young military Captain in his red coat, (being 
on full pay and on duty in peace time) and de- 
corated with honors, for one or two campaigns, 
has drawn the attention of the whole company, 
while the much more experienced, but modest 
Naval Captain in his brown coat, scarcely at- 
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tracted any notice at alL In the Courtly Re- 
gisters of Levees and Drawing^Rooms, where in 
most instances particular attention is paid to 
order and rank, the common title of Captain in- 
cludes under it the Officers of both services, 
lieutenant is a title seldom used in company, 
otherwise what has been said of the naval and 
military Captain^ would equally apply to the 
Lieutenants. The titles being the same, but the 
ranks different ; a Lieutenant in the Navy hav-* 
ingy in fact, the rank of a Captain in the Army. 

In France, if I mistake not, these things are 
managed better ; their Naval Officers having mi« 
litary titles, as well as military rank ; their Ad- 
mirals being Generals*, &c. : — It would seem 
preposterously absurd to associate a Colonel 
with a military Serjeant, but let die former be 
in company with a Serjeant at Law> and their 
rank would be equal ; and yet one would be dis-* 

* With regard, bowerer, to their highest military tide of a11» Ma- 
r^ehal or Mareschal, there is a hazard of mistaking a General for a 
Carrier, the title or namn being common to both, though •• ap-* 
ptiod to one or the other, said to be differeatlj derived. In the 
former case, from Mare, a Francic word, denoting great or honoar- 
able, and Scak, a serrant; in the latter case from Metre, a horse, 
and the same word iScofc 
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tinguished from the other only as Colonel A. and 
Serjeant B. ; or Serjeant A. and Colonel B. 

Eyen our title of General was once very 
strangely mistaken, and by no less a personage 
than the celebrated King of Prussia, Frederic 
II. It happened thus. 

A great intimacy and friendship, private as 
well as political, subsisted between the first Lord 

Ash n (Mr. D g) and Colonel Barr^. 

They travelled to the continent together, and 
chlmced to arrive at Berlin or Potzdam (I forget 
which) exactly at the time of a grand review. 
Being particularly desirous of seeing it, they 
found means to be presented to the King on the 
very ground ; as two Englishmen of distinction, 
and members of the British Parliament. Colonel 

Barr^ as Colonel Barr6, and D g as the King's 

Solicitor General. Frederic knew enough of 
Colonels and Generals, to be caught by the 
sound of such titles, never dreaming that in this 
particular instance they were not equally mili- 
tary. War-horses, richly caparisoned, were im- 
mediately offered to the English Colonel and 
General, and of necessity accepted. The Colonel 
rode like a Colonel, but the General no better 
than any other Solicitor-General, and very un- 
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like what the Prussian troops, and Frederic him- 
self had been accustomed to see in the field. The 
horse besides on which he rode, being under 
the same mistake, as his royal master, was not 
paring of his military moirements, to the no 
small embarrassment of his law-full rider, who 
being quite unused to such actions, had a hard 
difficulty to keep his seat, and in going through 
the. various manoeuvres, which he had no means 
of controlling, affi>rded considerable amusement 
to the company at large. It is obvious that a 
similar mistake, arising from the community of 
titles, might have brought the General of any Ca- 
tholic religious order into a like scrape, though 
under circumstances, if possible, of still greater 
incongruity. 

There is no provision made for distinguishing 
in company, 

The Admiral from 

The Rear, or the Fice-Admiral, 

The General from the Major or Lieutenant 
General. 

I do not indeed think this necessary myself; 
but if they be positive distinctions of rank, 
there seems to be a want of precision in not 
making them manifest. 
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The Officers in the Foot Ghiards have a rank 
assigned them, above their tides. This also is 
an anomaly that deserves to be noticed. A Lien* 
tenant in the Gnahls is a Captain in the army; 
a Captain a Major, a Major a Lieutenant Colo- 
nel, and so on. 

In our orders of precedence. Naval and Mi-o 
litary rank is a good deal overlooked. Generally 
we find the first mention of them under the title of 
■* Colonek," to whom is assigned the same rank 
as to Doctors and Serjeants at law. Those of 
lower degree being nearly at the bottom of the 
list, amongst the inferior Clergy, Barristers, 
&c. : — ^in some orders of precedence certainly I 
find. Flag and Field Officers placed between 
Knights of the Bath and Knights Bachelors, 
but how far this is right, I cannot pretend to 
say. 

In the Naval department there are what they 
call ytlhm Admirals, or mperannuated Captains, 
who consist generally, I believe, of persons 
passed by rather out of pique than propriety, 
and who, if the truth were known, are likely 
enough to be neither mperammated, nor profes- 
sionally at all unworthy of being full or com^* 
plete Admirals. I am glad that at all events 
d2 
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they get the title, which has considerable weight 
with the world, and is seldom enquired into. It 
would not be amiss if this regulation extended 
to other professions ; if we had, that is yellow 
Generals, yellow Judges, B,nd yellow Bishops, as 
well 9A yellow Admirals, or green Generals, orange- 
coloured Judges, and blue Bishops, for the colour 
itself matters not ; but it is not preposterous 
to suppose that there are many who never come 
to be called either Generals, Judges, or Bishops, 
who deserve the titles, at least, quite as much as 
some who really have both the titles and the 
offices, and who merit to be higher in their re- 
spective professions, if there were but room 
for them. 

An old author Nathan Citneus, writeth, that in 
Prague, an University of Bohemia, where John 
Huss and Jerome of Prague were professors, those 
who had continued professors for the space of 
twenty years together, were created Earb and 
Dukes, and were styled illustres, whereas they that 
were singly and simply Earls or Dukes, were 
called spectabiks. Nor, (says he) doth it make 
any matter that they have no revenues to main- 
tain Earldoms or Dukedoms, for they have the 
title notwithstanding^ even as suffragans have of 
Bishops. 
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I PROCEED next to the rank and title of Doctor. 
There are Doctors of Divinity, Doctors of Law, 
Doctors of Physic, and Doctors of Music. But« 
who is to know one from the other by the mere 
title ? a D. D. is scarcely any longer to be dis- 
tinguished by his black coat, for black coats 
are . become as common as those of any other 
colour, and the Bishop's wig reaches not a step 
now below the Bench. The Physician's wig is 
also laid aside, and a Doctor of Law may be 
any thing, or any body. Lay or Clerical ; Noble 
or Ignoble ; British or Foreign. Some of our 
Bishops are only Doctors of Law ; and many of 
our J>octors of Law might just as well belong to 
any other faculty. 

But these things relate to the great world 
only. In the . country there is incessant confu- 
sion. In the country, the title of Doctor is almost 
exclusively confined to the Village Apothecary or 
Accoucheur; perhaps the Farrier may attain to the 
same nominal dignity. The Physician is never 
called Doctor; he is invariably Jkfr. with the 
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common people. The Village Apothecary the 
Doctor xar* f^o^w, as they say in Greek. Unless 
indeed the Rector or Vicar of the parish should 
be a D. D., and in this case, a worse mistake is 
to be apprehended ; a mistake which might be 
actually fatal to body and soul. The Apothecary 
for instance might be called to administer the 
comforts of religion in extremis at one end of the 
parish, while the poor D. D. might be roused 
^om his slumbers in the middle of the night, to 
a case of midwifery at the other. In bodi in* 
stances, thk Doctor might be sent for without 
farther discrimination, though the proper fune^- 
taons of ihe two were as widely diflfeneni^ as ba^ 
tween helping an old pers^ki out of the world, and 
bringing a young one itito it. Not that, after all, 
even the Village Apothecary i^ accounted the 
be^ Doctor in a icountry district; his pre-emi- 
nence is generally disputed by most of the old 
women in the place, who are sure to have nos- 
trums for every kind 6f malady, and for the 
most part, rate the abilities of the Doctor rery 
io^. ' 

It has often surprized me, that so much con- 
fidence in matters of pharmacy and medicine, 
should be placed in these old ladies ; but I am 
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not sure that there is not to be found in history 
a very good reason for it. In remote times, and 
in aU Catholic countries, the care of the sick 
and wounded fidi chiefly upon the religious -or- 
ders otnum, 8cc : who really possessed as much 
skill as the times admitted of. Dr. Beddoes, 
who had a s^ite against these village matrons, 
for their interference in medical cases, commends 
the wisdom and discernment of the people for 
not trusting them £urther ; for not su£fering them, 
that is, to perform chirurgical operations. But 
in the dark ages, the females of the religious or- 
ders, practised surgery as well as medicine, and 
no less a p&»onage than the renowned Robin 
Hood, by trasting one too fkr, was bled to 
deaths 

In Scot's DiscoTerie of Witchcraft we read of 
an hoaai Mnwoman doctor, who professed to heal 
cBseases of cattle, never receiving more than a 
loaf and a penny* She frankly acknowledged 
afil^rwards Ihat she used no other charm or re- 
medy than touching the animal and going away 
repeating these words ; 

<' Mjr Loafe in my lap, 
Mj Penie in my parse ; 
Tboa art never the better. 
And I am never the worse :" 
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vyhich leads me to observe that (not unseldom^> 
^he Village Farrier is also a Doctor. In such 
jparishes therefore there may be three Doctors^ 
One having the cure oi bodies; another the cure 
of iouh : and a third, the cure of horses, cows, and 
asses. And it is fifty to one, but that, in an agri- 
cultural district, the latter may possess the highest 
credit of all. I remember a man with a bad leg, 
who resisted all my offers of procuring him sur- 
gical aid, from a most celebrated practitioner in 
a neighbouring tovim. He had put himself under 
the care of his old crony the Farrier. Upon my 
expressing some doubts of his competency, the 
man declared he would trust him sooner than, any 
Doctor in the whole country, or even London, 
especially for the cure of bad legs. " It was only 
t'other day," said he, *' that Master W.'s horse 
had as bad a leg as was ever seen ; but on be- 
ing brought to him, he whipped in some of his 
oils, and cured him in a jiffy." Soon after the 
man died. Such prejudices, attended with such 
consequences, it may be well to record. . 

As Men of Letters, indeed, such Doctors may 
deserve academical honors, if what was recorded 
a short time ago in the public papers be true, 
for I think it exceeds in literary attainments all 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



doctor; 41 

I ever read of before. One of these Vaccine, 
Equestrian, and A$inine Doctors, in writing out 
his bills^ managed to spell the christian name of 
a customer without one letter that strictly be- 
longed to it : Gekup for Jacob. It was the wife 
of one of these learned Doctors, who for the be- 
nefit of the rising generation^ in a certain village 
in the West, undertook, according to the board 
over the Doctor's own door, to instruct her 
neighbours' children, even in the higher ac« 
complishments of life, upon the following easy 
terms : 

'* Schooling for little boys and girls at 2df. 
per week ; Them as lams manners pays 2d. 
more." 

It is probably owing to this degradation and 
abuse of the Doctorial title, that the Doctor's 
real rank in society is so little understood. Not 
that I find it any where well arranged in our 
orders of precedence, which often differ ex- 
tremely one from another ; but in general I find 
it run thus ; 

Doctors, Deans, &c. 

This is a sad hodge-podge way of marshalling 
these dignified persons ; for instance, a Dean is 
generally a Doctor ; but if not, would the Or- 
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ganist of his cathedral have a right to go before 
him ? is a Doctor of Music entitled to precede a 
fiaronet's eldest son ? or a Serjeant at Law ? For 
so it would seem according to some of our tables 
of precedence. A Doctor of Music may be an 
extremely respectable man ; I have known many 
such. He may cm the score of moral worth, or 
cultiyated talents, be entitled to precede many 
whom the order places above him ; but this is 
nothing to the present question. I am speaking 
not of persons but of places. Not so mu^ of 
his degree, as of his Faculty. Is Mime (though 
so justly admirable in its principles and effects) 
exactly upon a par with Dimmty^ Lam, or Pfy^ 
sic? except in our universities, the distinctioa 
and rank of Faculties is not only not understood, 
but never perhaps so much as thought of. This 
confusion of Faculties seems to have been the 
occasion of Swift's Banter, entitled, *' the Sigkt 
€f Precedence,'* in which he argues the case be* 
tween Physicians and Civilians, or the Professors 
of Law and Physic, and decides in favour of the 
latter, on the score of its superioi^ antiquity, 
being inclined also to do the same by music ; 
** he who could doubt/' says he, *' of die origin 
of physic> must be so ignorant of religion and 
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history^ that I should disdain an answer ; though 
I could tell him not only what the Jirst distemper 
was (and that epidemical, viz. 9i falling sickness) 
but also who it was that cured it.'* He insists 
strongly that physic should have the precedence 
of law> either civil or canonical^ on the grounds 
above stated; and. would have it run through 
all the branches. That a Doctor of Physic should 
take place of a Doctor of Laws : a Surgeon of an 
Adoocate: an Apothecary of a Proctor in Office: 
and a ToGtb-drawer of a B^g^er of the Court. 
He insists also that upon the same score of an- 
tiquity, the excellent Faculties of Mum and 
Poetry should take place of Law ; their antiquity 
being undoubted; while tli^re was certainly a 
time when neither civil nor canon law were at 
all necessary. This may be txue enough, but in 
going back so fiur to find the origin of Physic, 
I question if he does not trench upon the rights 
of Divinity, his reference to the first. Distemper, 
vadi cure of it, is a little too grave I think for a 
work of humour, but it would raise a doubt at 
all events as to the exact or%in of Divinity as a 
Faculty. A Chancellor of one of our universi- 
ties, I know not exactly which, being called 
upon once to decide which should go first, of 
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Doctors in Law or Physic, asked which preceded 
at an exectttion, the thief or the hangman ; and 
being told that usually the tluef went first, and 
the executioner second, then, said he, let the 
Doctors of Law have precedence, and Doctors 
in Medicine go next. I have heard of a dis- 
pute between Divinity and Law, curiously ma- 
naged and settled by a reference to Scripture, 
(I hope I shall not be considered profane in cit- 
ing such facts and writings.) The dispute was 
stated to be between a Bishop and a Jtidge. And 
after some altercation, the latter thought he 
should quite confound his opponent, by quoting 
the following passage : ** For on these two hang 
all the Law and the Prophets/^ " Do you not 
see," says the Lawyer, in triumph, " that even 
in this passage of Scripture toe are mentioned 
first ?" " I grant you,^' says the Bishop, " you 
HANG firsts* 

But to return to our order of precedence as 
they relate to Doctors. I have already cited one 
which stands thus ; 

Masters in Chancery, 

Doctors, Deans, &c. 

Serjeants at Law, 
and quite at the bottom of the list. Clergymen, 
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Barristers at Law^ Officers in the N^vy and 
Army. Not a word about Generals or Admirals, 
Colonels, Post-Captains, 8cc. &c. ; but after the 
Knights of the Bath come in Flag and Field 
Officers ; and yet in CoUins's Baronetage, a work 
of no small reputation, I find in one line, 
" Colonels, Serjeants at Law, Doctors, Deans," 
not a word of Generals or Admirals, Flag or 
Field Officers ; but much lower (together with 
Barristers at Law,) Lieutenant-Colonel, Majors, 
Captains, &c. And in Beatson's Political Index, 
though he has, like Collins, in succession. 

Colonels, 

Serjeants at Law, 
and 

Doctors graduate, 
yet he puts all these below those, above whom 
they rank in Collins, as well as in the other 
orders of precedence ; nor does he say a word 
about Flag or Field Officers. What confusion 
is this ! but it does not end here, in Guillim and 
in Chamberlayn's State of Great Britain, &c. all 
Colonels are said to be honourable, and by the 
law of arms ought to precede simple knights. 
What then brings them below Masters in Chan- 
cery, as they stand in Collins? while in Beatson, 
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strange to say; Masters in Chancery are placed 
above Baronets. Doctors have, by some author^, 
bcten held to have the rank of Knights in Chi- 
valry, and therefore it is perhaps that they are 
placed where they are, in some of our orders of 
precedence. Almost immediately after Knights, 
and above even the eldest sons of Baronets ; in 
fact, and to use the words of writers upon this 
subject) although they are neither Knights nor 
g^itlemen born, yet they take place amongst 
them. Why indeed they should not be Knighti^, 
(at least after ten years standing, as Upton says 
they have a right to be, though not with the con- 
sent of Selden,) as well as some who occasionally 
attain to that very ancient and honourable title, 
it might be difficult to shew. It would indeed be 
only exchanging one too common title for another, 
" Sir," for ** Doctor." The confusion of ranks 
and faculties would be the same ; but it would 
effectually exclude Apothecaries and Farriers, 
for though by long use the phrase to " doctor*' a 
horse, or " doctor"" an old woman, or ** doctor"* a 
cow, is become intelligible ; to " Sir'" a horse, 
or " iStV an old woman, could scarcely by any 
means be rendered so. 

There exists an odd anomaly, more legal, than 
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heraldic, in regard to the three degrees we have 
just had occasion to mention, namely. Colonels, 
Serjeants at Law, and Doctors in the three 
learned professions. As they are all of higher 
degree than Esquires, their eldest sons are qua^ 
lified to kill game. And this, without any 
estate; nay, though their fathers should not be 
qualified themselves to kiU game, by having the 
requisite property. However strange this may 
seem, yet I think I may venture to say, it has 
been so determined, though I cannot at present 
refer to the case. 

Having remarked above, that there seems to 
have been some want of attention shewn in assign* 
ing the proper rank to the several faculties, I shall 
subjoin the following arrangement, adopted:. in 
Scotland, as far as regards the Professors of the 
different Sciences, according to which they stand 
thus: 1. Theology. 2. CanoiiLaw. 3. Civil Law* 
4. Philosophy. 5. Medicine. 6. Rhetorick. 7. 
Poesy. 8. History. 9. Grammar. 10. Lo^c 
11. Arithmetic. 12. Geometry. 13. Music. 14. 
Astronomy. Among these, such as are Doctors^ 
precede those that are not ; and among Doctors 
the priority goes by age. 
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That none may fancy I wish to make too much 
of titles^ or am disposed to estimate them too 
highly, I shall beg, before I go farther, to explain 
myself more particularly upon this point. I know 
their proper worth and value. ^* It is not to shine 
in grace and esteem at court that can ennoble 
one ; such glory is like glass/^ as an old author 
says, ** bright but brittle.*' I know, that as the 
conundrum teacheth, (one of the most accidental 
combinations, by the bye, of wit and wisdom, 
mirth and morality, that ever was discovered) 
that even m ajest y, stripped of its externals, 
is but ** a Jest ;^* much more of course all infe- 
rior titles ; yet I am not for stripping them of 
their externals merely to render them a Jest, to 
those who are disposed to think meanly of 
them. As social and political distinctions, they 
have their use, and though in soiTie instances, 
(foreign chiefly, not English,) they may appear 
to have been carried to excess, (as in the case of 
the Governor of Shiraz, who in addition to a 
pompous enumeration of qualities and lordships. 
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caUs liuniself, the flower of courtesy, the nutimg 
of consolation ; and the rose of delight :) yet I have 
known titles heaped upon man merely as. man, by 
grave philosophers, that exceed all that have 
been invented for worldly purposes ; as in the 
following ins&nce, we are reminded by that cu* 
rious and most learned writer, old Robert Bur- 
t(m, the Anatomist of Melancholy. ** Man, the 
most excellent and noble creature of the world, 
the principal and mighty work of God, wonder 
of nature, as Zoroaster calls him, audads naturtt 
miraculum, the marvail of marvails, as Plato ; 
the abridgment and epitome of the world, a9 
Plivy ; microcosmus a little world, a model of 
the world, lovere^ lord of the earth, viceroy of 
the world, sole commander and governor of all the 
creatures in it ; to whose empire they are subject 
in particular, and yield obedience, far surpass- 
ing all the rest, not in body only but in soul ; 
tmaginis imago, created in God's own image, &c« 
&c» Sic" Such are supposed to be the proper 
titles of man, in his primitive and original con« 
dition, and it is very evident, that no earthly 
titles can exceed them. They are the titles of 
the very first man Adam, as he came out of the 
hands of God, ^^ pure, divine^ perfect, happy,, 
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created after God in true holiness and rigbteoas-» 
ness ; Deo congruens, free from all manner of in-* ' 
firmities.'' 

There was an old saying amongst the Lollards, 
(and which the Preacher Ball, in the time of 
the insurrection of Wat Tyler took for his text 
in addressing the rabble at Blackheath,) 

" When Adam deWd and Ete sptm. 
Who WM then ft gentleman V 

Or, as some copies have it, 

'* Where was then the gentleman V 

which has often since be^i cited with a des%Q 
of casting a reflection on aU titles of homur^ as 
ihough they were merely the ofiSspring of kuman 
pride, and that in. our origin we were all equally 
ignoble ; but, on the contrary I shall repeat, that 
in going back to Adam, we should find that 
there was originally a Nobility belonging to our 
race, of which all earthly distinctions refieci 
but a very faint and feeble image. And this 
may serve for an answer to another ques- 
tion of the same party, as recorded in history, 
" Why Adam had not obtained a patent of No- 
bility for all his descendants V The Adamic 
nobility was forfeited and lost ; *' Heu tristis ei 
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lacrymosa'Camrniiiaiioi O pitiful chxtngeyl as the 
author I IniVe before citted very reasonably ex-> 
oUtims.. ) The titles a^pbed to man in liiJB .de- 
graded state by philosopbers and divines, are ta 
aU intents and purposes, as base as the foregoing 
are honourable. ' '^ Fallen and miserable,'^ nuse^ 
raUMs iomUxeio /a cast-away, a caitiff, a monster 
of stup^idous ^metamorphosis; a fox, a dog, a 
hog, lasx^hidequum/impw^Uid canem, astuvulpm,. 
Jitrdre kcmemy av. Chrysosldm has it, '^ subject 
to deadi, eidamity,'and pain/' 

Here then are titles and jdistinctions of all 
sorts, good a!nd blul, primitive and derivative,^ 
ante-diluvian and post-diluvian, &o* &c.. &o^ 
Surely we may be all6wed to take a medium, 
and by ^fem worldbf honors endeavour at least 
to remind the i^oGr'caitiff$ and cast'^iiways of the 
earth, that they wonld do well to aspire to the' 
rank from whence they have fallen ; for wQridly 
honours, however now and then abused, arcJ un- 
doubtedly de^ign^ to represent some inherent^ 
virtue, merit, or talent ; to put us in mind as it 
were, of the degradation incurred. The exteiv 
nals of majesty are necessary to the completion 
of the character of a King, but not of a man ; and 
he who should be stripped of them by political 
E 2 
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convulsions, as was the case with the late amia^ 
ble monarch of France, plight defy his bitterest 
enemies to make ''a Jest'' of him, if as a man he 
retained that greatness and dignity of character^ 
of which those externals could be but faint re- 
presentations. In no part of his unhappy life 
did Charles the First appear so great, as when 
befell into the hands of his persecutors ; when 
stripped of the externals of majesty, he appeared 
with kingly dignity before his coarse and vulgar 
judges ; calmly sustained the rude and beastly 
insults of the rabble, and patiently submitted 
his neck to the executioner, at the window of hi» 
own palace. 

Louis Seize derived lustre, it is true, from the 
externals of majesty » in the eyes of the vulgar, 
as long as they retained one spark of their an* 
cient devotion to the '* Grand M(marque/\ but in 
the eyes of the wise and feeling, much greater 
was the lustre he derived from his misfortunes; 
^m the fortitude displayed on his trial, in his 
prison, and at the foot of the guillotine. His un- 
fortunate Queen, daughter of the high-minded 
Maria Theresa, Empress and King, rose, as she 
sunk, became great exactly in proportion as she 
seemed to be abandoned by fortune ; diplayed 
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virtue in adversity, which in prosperity she had 
been thought not only to neglect but despise* 
Finally, having undergone, according to very pri- 
vate and particular reports, the pangs of contri- 
tion, for all past offences, she died on a scaffcdd^ 
a martyr to politics, but a saint, it is to be hoped,, 
in religion. 

V The writer of these pages had opportunities 
of seeing the last two of these royal personages, 
shining in all the splendour and brilliancy that 
the externals of majesty could cast around 
them ; but, he feels bound to confess, that his 
idea of tiieir worth increased with their misfor- 
tunes, and that they never appeared less a Jest 
to him than when stripped of the externals of 
majesty, they became victims to the barbarity of 
a revolutionary government, and the scorn of a 
parcel of proud republicans. 

As it is with Majesty, so it is with all worldly 
distinctions ; they only ennoble a man as a member 
o{ society, not as a human being: it depends upon 
the man himself whether he be above ox below 
his own title, but it is undeniable that the latter 
being meant as the reward of virtue, should con- 
stantly give him a bias that way. '^ A mere 
great man/' says Bishop Eark, in his Microcosmo^ 
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grofhjf, *\ is 80 muoli heraldry without honour, 
himself Itss real than his title. His virtue is, 
that he was his father's son, and all the. estp^ec- • 
tatton of him to beget another.'^ It .was the sayr 
ing of a Cttttm^ (Christina of Sweden) when, 
contrary to the expectations of hotxourtiers, she 
had raised Sahius, a man of low birth, but great 
talents, to the mok of a Senator X)f Stockholm, 
*.* when good advice and trise counsel are wanted, 
who looks for sixteen, quarters ?" excellent are the 
sentiments contained in the following Imes, 

" Though to joDT Title there is hmor doe. 
It ii yourM^atni makes me h^nor fou V* 



-*' Whtt'sHunor? 



Not to be captioas ; not nnjostlT fight ; 

'Tis to confess what's wrong, and do what's right. 

Can place or lessen us, or aggrandise ? 
'^gmies are pigmies stilly tho^' perch'd on Alps ! 
And pyramids are pjrramids in vales ! 
Each man builds his own structure, builds himself; 
^^ue alone outbnUdf the pyramids ; 
Her monuments shall last, when Egypt's fall." 

Are then tiie externals of imgesty, nobility, 
&c. &c« I 'would ask> just objects oSem^l 
Far from it. Hie externals of nuges^,, T^^fypre- 
hend, seldom compensate, to any, but never to 
ihe good man, the troubles and vexations of so 
exalted, and what is>more, so compiti(mis u, hUl^ 
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tion. " Mihi credite, fiaid an Eo^eror, *^ mori 
mallem quam Imperare." ^' Curia curis Btringt* 
tor, Diadema apinis cingitur.'' ** In the greatest 
fortime^'^says Sallust, ** there is the least liberty/^ 
** bi maximdfortMnd, ndmma Ucatiia." *' Kings^ 
Princes^Monarohs, and M^istrates seem/' says 
Burton^ *' to be most happy, but look into their 
estate, you shall find them to be most encum- 
beared with cares, in perpetual fear, agony, sus- 
picion^ jealousy/' That, as Valerius said of a 
crown, if they knew but the -discontents that 
accompany.it,' they would not stop to take it up. 
Plus aloHs qiiam melUs htfbet, it haa mori9 bitters 
than sweets belonging to it,. '* mm kumjaeenUm 
toUera" *^ Quern tmhi r^em dabis, mm curis pk-* 
mini ?" says an eloquent Father of the Church, 
''What King canst thou shew me not full of 
cares 1" Look not on his crown, but consider 
his afflictions ; attend not his number of ser* 
rants, but multitude of crosses ; Sylla>like, they 
have Ware titles, but terrible cares ; '' Splen^ 
dorem tihdo, enmatum imimo" ** But woes me," 
saytf Linklater of King James, in the Fortunes of 
Nigel, ^"^if yqi^ knew how many folks make it 
their ^iaity and nightiiy purpose to set his head 
against his heart, and his heart against his head 
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*— -to ihake him do hard things because they are 
called just^ and unjust things because they are 
represented as kind !" Now is not this enough 
to convince one, that worldly titles and distinct 
tions, can seldom be any fair objects of envy, and 
that as Henry IV. s^ys, in Shakespeare, 

'* Uneasj lies the head that wears a crown." 

Seeing these things, and living under a mo- 
narchy, regulated and limited, upon th^ purest 
principles of political freedom, I feel a degree 
of gratitude mixed up with my loyalty, towards 
the exalted personage, who, with so little thanks, 
sustains so heavy a burthen ; nor can I well bear 
to hear the murmurings and complaints of cer- 
tain narrow-minded or malicious persons, who 
may be said constantly to stand ready to censure 
all his actions, as though it were not the law of 
the land that had placed him in so strange, so sm* 
gidar, ^ perilous t and so anxious a situation; but 
that he had usurped it, and altogether taken it 
upon himself, for his own pleasure and amusement, 
if not for baser ends. I must beg you to excuse a 
long extract from that interesting poet Oowper \, 
for I like to give Kings fair play as well as other 
people ; ! ^ 
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" To be ratpecttd* thwarted, and withstood, 
E'en when he labours for his conntrj's good, 
To see a band call'd patriot for no oanse, 
But that they oatch at popular applaote ; 
Careless of all th' anxietj he feels, 
Hook disappointment on the public wheels. 
With all their flippant fluency of tongue. 
Most confident, when palpably most wrong ; 
If this be kingly, then farewell for me 
All kingship ! and may I, be poor and free. 
To be the tabU'taOe of clubs up stairs. 
To which th' unwash'd artificer repairs, 
T indulge his genius after long fittigue 
By diymg into Cabinet intrigue, 
(For what kings deem a toU, as well they may. 
To him it relaxation and mere play.) 
To win no praise when well wrought plans preraily 
But to be rudely censur'd when they fail. 
To doubt the loye hit faT'rites pretend. 
And in reality to find no friend ; 
If he indulge a cultiyaied taste, -^ 

His gall'ries with the works of art well grac'd, \ 
To hear it call'd extraragance and waste ', J 

If these attendants, and if such as these. 
Must follow royalty, then farewell ease ; 
Howeyer humble and confin'd the sphere, 
Happy the state that has not these to fear.' 

Let it be granted then, that in the eye of the 
philosopher and politician. Majesty stripped of 
its externals is but a jest, yet let us be sure that 
however brilliant and dazzling to the optics of 
him who gazes only at the King, those extemah 
may appear, they can contribute very little to 
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lighten the cares and disquietudes that may prey 
upon the man. 

'* What infinite heart-ease must kings neglect 
That private men enjoj ? and what hare kingi. 
That prlyate have not too — sare ceremon j ? 
And what art thoa, thoa idol ceremonj t 
What are thy rents? what are thj comings-in? 
Art thoa anght else bnt place, degree, and form ?— 

1 am a King that find thee, and I know 

^is not the balm, the sceptre, and the ball, 
The sword, the mace, the Crown Imperial, 
The enter-tissaed robe of gold and pearl. 
The fnrsed title running 'fore the King, 
The throne he sits on, nor the tide of pomp. 
No, not all these thrice-gorgeons ceremonies. 
Not all these, laid in bed majestical. 

Can sleep so soandlj as the wretched slaye, 

For, (but for ceremony) sach a wretch. 

Winding up dajs with toil, and nights with sleep. 
Hath the forehand and vantage of a King/' 

What the anatomist of melancholy, old Bur- 
ton says of Kings and Princes, he considers to 
be, with very little difference, as applicable to 
the rich. *' Rich men,'* says he, " are in the 
same predicament ; what their pains are * Stulti 
nesciunt ipsi sentiunt / what they feel; foob per- 
<jeive not. Their wealth is brittle like children's 
rattles : they come and go, there is no certainty 
in them." But more of the rich hereafter. I 
have said what I have of Titles> merely to take 
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off^ if I caii» the keen edge of that envy and 
jealousy^ l^ith which too mauy in this hee 
country are apt to regard the whole system of 
personal distinctions^ ranks> titles^ privileges and 
prerogatives. The morality and philosophy of 
good old Barton^ with which I began this sec^ 
tion» will plainly shew, that as to titles, the 
poorest man alive, may simply as man, aspire to 
some, exceeding in grandeur and intrinsic worth, 
all that the proudest monarch has to bestow. 
While the latter, by the c<Hnmon course of sub* 
lunary events, may be made to pay so dearly for 
his crown, as to render him justly envious of the 
happier and more free condition of the very low- 
liest of his subjects. 

What I have hinted, may also, I would hope, 
have a tendency to keep more quiet the aspiring, 
or to reconcile those who fail of attaining to the 
distinctions they seek after, to their loss and 
disappointment; for notwithstanding the many 
cares attached to the higher stations of life, all 
are ambitious of attaining to them. '' As a dog 
in a wheel, (says Budeus,) as a bird in a cage^ 
as a squirrel in a chain, the ambitious climb and 
climb still, but never make an end, never at 
the top." " So/' says Burton, from whom I bor- 
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row the reference^ ** a Knight would be a Ba- 
ronet, and then a Lord^ and then a Viscount, 
and then an Earl, See. See.: a Doctor a Dean, 
and then a Bishop ; from Tribune to Prestor, 
from Bailiff to Mayor ; first this office and then 
that; as Pyrrhus in Plutarch, they will have first 
Greece, then Africk, and then Asia, and swell 
like ^sop*i3 frogs so long, till in the end they 
burst, or come down with Sejanus, ad Genumias 
scalas, and break their necks : or as Evangelus 
the piper in Lucian, who blew his pipe till he fell 
down dead/' 

* Cromwell was not contented with being only 
Xord Protector, he wished to be King, but was 
in the end, afraid to take the title. While he 
judged the kingly power and office to be beyond 
his grasp, he was for doing it quite away. There 
is to this day, I believe, a printed sermon of his 
extant, on Romans xiii. 1. which contains a 
good specimen of his UbKcal heraldry^ and an-- 
timoTutrchical theology, " But now that I have 
mentioned Kings, the question is, whether by^ 
^ the HIGHER Powers,' are meant Kings or Com-^ 
moners ? Truly beloved, it is a very great ques-^ 
tion among those that are learned : for may not 
every one that can read observe, that Paul speaks 
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in the plural number, ' higher Powers J Now, had 
he meant subjection to a King, he would have 
fiaid ' higher Power : if he had meant that is, but 
one man : but by this you see he meant move 
than one ; he bids us be * subject to the Higher 
Powers* THAT IS ! ! the Council of State, the 
House of Commons, and the Abmy !" 

Had Oliver been discreet, he would have 
looked I think into some other part of the Bible 
for a text, on which to raise such an argument, 
though that he would have found one, I much 
doubt ; but with this parade of singulars and 
plurals, in the very chapter cited it happens 
oddly enough that there is as frequent mention 
of " the Power,** (singular) as of " the Powers,** 
(plural) and I am much deceived if verse 4 be 
not as pointed a description of a King, a Mo- 
narch, or Chief Magistrate, as any that could be 
pitched upon to that purpose. Nay, I do not 
know whether.it may not allude to the saddest 
Tyrant that ever existed, even Emperor Nero ! 
for that he ruled over the Romans at the time St 
Paul addressed this Epistle to them is exceed- 
ingly well known. I do not mean to say, that 
St. Paul meant to compliment Nero ; praise the 
man, or commend his government ; but I am very 
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certain that he meant to say, that any person 
placed by the laws of his country, in the situa^ 
tion Nero \va8, was fi proper "higher power," 
to whom honor as well as tribute, fear as well as 
custom was due. And if Old Noll were now 
altTe> I should be bold to tell him, that I had 
much rather see the executive government, the 
supreme power, and the sword of justice in the 
hands of almost any one guardian, than in those 
of any Council of State, House of Commons, or 
Army whatsoever. 

Of** the higher Powers'* in Oliver's days, we* 
have a lively picture, (ushered in by a most de- 
licate simile) in the second canto of the third' 
part of Hudibras. 

" For as a Fly that goes to bed 
Rests with his tail above his head ; 
So in this mMgrel state of .oars. 
The Rabble are * the Sapreme Powers/ " 

There is nothing perhaps more curious, than 
the homage paid to worldly greatness, by those, 
whose speech, actions, or conduct, have at 
times been most directly opposed* to it. Who 
would have believed, from the first part of Crom- 
well's political life, and the singular sermon to 
which I have so lately alluded, that he could 
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erer have thirsted afifcer the title of King ? Yet 
Cowley gives this account of him ; and though 
the latter was a sort of partisan^ and Cromwell 
himself coquetted so far as to pretend to decline 
the title when proposed to him, I am much mis*- 
taken if he did^not inwardly desire it, ms ear^ 
nestly as Cowley insinuates. Nay, I think it is 
plain, from the very words of the Committee ap* 
< pointed by Parliament to off^r it to him. '* The 
objections raised by Your Highness/' say th^^ 
" seem very far from implying amf necessity for 
declining the title, being founded upon stqjposi^ 
tion& purely coayectwraV* It is indeed matter of 
fact, that he was no sooner invested with the 
power, than he assumed the pageantry of a King. 
His peers of Parliament were created by patent* 
in the margin of which, amongst other ornaments^ 
are, a portrait of him, in regai robes, and his pa-* 
temal escocheon, with many quarterings. But, 
to return to Cowley ; 

In Us discourse on ^^ Greatness,*^ speaking of 
the Giants' attempt of scaling Heaven by heap^ 
ing Ossa upon Olympus and Pelion upon Ossa^ 
*' a famous person of their offspring," says he^ 
'^ the late Giant of our nation, when from the 
condition of a very inconsiderable Captain, he 
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had made himself Ueutenant General of an anny 
of little Tkam, which was his first mountain^ 
and afterward General, which was the second, 
and after that absolilte tyrant of three kingdoms, 
which was the third, and almost touched the 
Heaven which he affected, is believed to have 
died with grief and discontent, because he could 
not attain to the honest name of a Kif^, and the 
old formality of a Crotoh, though he had befi>re 
exceeded the power by a wicked usurpation. If 
he could have compassed that, he would perhaps 
have wanted something else that is necessary to 
felicity, and pined away for want of the title of 
an Emperor or a God." 

We know a good deal about a mor^ modem 
Cromwell, who passing through nearly the same 
early career of life, but much more rapidly, did 
not stop, before he became Kir^ and Emperor / 
and when he had become so, called around him^ 
the dear friends of a Republic, one and indivisi-* 
ble ; of Liberty and Equality ; the sworn foes to 
monarchy, hereditary nobility, titles, and prvot" 
leges: regicides, theophilanthropists, &c.&c.&c. r 
— ^heaped on them all sorts of worldly honors, 
titles, and distinctions ; gave iheja principalities, 
dukedoms, vice-royalties, nay ki^igdoms, and by 
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putting mountains upon mountains before them 
for stepping stones^ associated them with him, in 
such a career of pride and ambition^ as, had it 
not been timely checked and interrupted, must 
have ended, (most certainly not in scaling Heaven, 
but) in subduing the whole earth, and subjecting 
every free and independent nation to one uni* 
versal monarchy. 

Such are the changes and fashions of the 
world. Of this new order of Noblesse, an eye- 
witness of great celebrity thus speaks. ** No^ 
thing certainly presents a greater subject for 
pleasantry, than the creation of an entirely new 
Noblesse, such as Buonaparte established for the 
support of his new throne. The Princesses and 
Queens, citizenesses of the day before, could 
not themselves refrain from laughing at hearing 
themselves styled your Highness or your ilfa- 
jesty. Others more serious delighted in having 
their title of Monseigneur repeated from morning 
to night, like Maliere's City Gentleman. The 
old archives were rummaged for the discovery of 
the best documents on etiquette : men of merit 
found a grave occupation in making coats of 
armour for the new families ; finally, no day 
passed which did not afford some spene worthy 
of the pen of Moliete: but the terror which 
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fonned the back ground of the picture, preveated 
the grotesque of the front from being laughed at 
as it deserved to be. The glory of the French 
Grenerals illustrated all^ and the obsequious cour- 
tiers contrived to slide themselves in under the 
shadow of military men, who doubtless deserved 
the severe honors of a fre^ state, but not the 
vain decorations of such a court. Valor and ge- 
nius descend from Heaven, and whoever is gifted 
with them, has no need of other ancestors. The 
distinctions which are accorded in republics oir 
limited monarchies, ought to be the reward of 
services rendered to the country, and every one 
may equally pretend to them ; but nothing savors 
so much of Tartar despotism, as this crowd of 
honors emanating from one man, and having his 
caprice for their source/' (See some good re- 
marks on the mixture of the old and new Nobi- 
lity, under Buonaparte, in the Edinburgh Re- 
view, for April, 1809, No- xxvii. 219, 220.) 

Strange however as Buonaparte's court may 
have appeared, Cromwell^s I apprehend must have 
looked a good deal rougher and more unpolished. 

" Jmizary Desbrow then look'd pale. 
For, said he, if this romp prevail, 
Twill blow me back to my old plow-tail. 
Which nobody can deny." 
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Desborough^ who married CrointweH*s sister^ 
was, they say, actually a plough-bpy, though 
he became a General, a Privy Councillor, and a 
Member of the Upper House, with an income of 
3236/. 135. 4d. 

** So here's a Committee of Safety, compoaaded 
Of knave and of fool, of Papist and Rooodhead, 
On basis of treason and tjrannj grounded." 

But we have a regular account of Oliver's 
Court in a trde Song, written 1654. 
I. 

He that would a new Courtier be. 
And of the late-coyn'd Gentry, 
A brother of the prick-ear'd Crew, 
Half a Presbyter, half a Jew, 
When he is dipp'd in Jordan's flood. 
And wash'd his bands in royal blood, 
Lei km to tmr Court repair. 
Where aU trades and reUgUms are, 

II. 

If he can devoutly pray. 
Feast npon a fasting day. 
Be longer blessing a warm bit. 
Than the Cook was dressing it, 
With Covenants and Oaths dispense. 
Betray his Lord for forty penee ; 
Leikm to our Court repair. 
Where dO trades and reHgioM are^ 

III. 
If he be one of the eating Tribe, 
Both a Pharisee and a Scribe, 
And hatli learn'd the sniv*ling tone 
Of a flnx*d devotion, 

f2 
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Coritflg from bis «if eating Ta& 
The CaTiliers to Beelcebab ; 
Let him to our Court repair, 
Wker9atttrtid§sandrdigums*re. 

IV. .- 
Who ficUer than the Citj Ruff, 
Can change his Brewer's Coat to Buff f 
]bis Draj-coat to a Coach^ the beast 
Into 7W FUmdere* mares, at least, 
Nay, hath the art to murder Kings, 
. . Like DaTid, onl J %rMi his Slings ; 
Let him to our Court retgaift 
WfiereaU trades and reKgions are. 

V. 

If he can invert the Word, 
Turning his Plough-share to a Sword, 
His Cassock to a Coat of Mail ; 
'Gainst Bishops and the Clergy rail, 
Conrert PauTs Church into a Mews, 
Make a new Colonel of old Shoes ; 
Let him to our Court repair. 
Where aU trades audreHgions are. 

Oliver's House of Commons is thus elegantly 
described. 

** Tis NoU's old brewhouse now I swear , 

The Speaker's Ibnt his Skinker, 
Their Members are like the Council of War,. 

Carmen, Pedlars, Tinker. 
Take— and his Hub, and Smec and his Tub» 

Or an J sect old or new ; 
The Deril's in the pack, if choice jou can lack, 

We are four score religions strong." 

*' The fittest emblem of the Parliament House 
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is a Tmrkey-pie. The heads withoat will infornr 
yoa what birds are within *•" 

** Make room for one-ej'd HewsoD, 
A Lord of soch acoomt, 

'Twas a pretty jeat. 

That snch a beast 
Sboald to saoh honoiirs moant. 

When CoUera wore in faaUon, 

And niggards in sach grace, 

Twas sport to see 

How Pride and be 

Did jostle for tbe place.*' 

Hewson was really a cobler^ but as well as 
Desborough^ a Member of the Upper House^ and 
knighted ; he was also a Colonel in the army. 
A lady of quality in Ireland^ who had been so 
plundered by the soldiery as to be obliged to go 
ahnost barefoot^ wanning her feet one day at a 
fire^ the Colonel took notice of her bad shoes^ 
and asked why she did not have them capped? 
" Why truly. Sir,"* says she, " all the Cobkrs are 
turned Colonels, and I can get none to mend 
them/' Which story, by the bye, is of a piece 

* In tbe days of chiTalrj the most magnificent dish that could bo- 
brooght to table, was, a Peaeoti in a pie, presenring as much as pos* 
sible the form of the bird, with the head elevated lAove the cnwf, tho 
beak ricU j gilt, and the beaatiful tail spread out to its full extent 
Thia is said to have been continned eren to the close of the scTes- 
teenth centarj. 
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with 'the famous pasquinade on Stxtta Quintus^ 
whose sister had been a iaundvess. Upon Sextus 
being made Pope^ Pasquin's statue was dressed 
one night in a very dirty shirty with an excuse 
written under it, that he was obliged to wear foul 
linen, because his laundress was made a Princess. 
Pride was a foundling, and had been a brewer^ 
or rather a drayman ; 

" But observe the device of this Nobleman^s rise 

How he homed from trade to trade, 
1 .Eromthe graHu he'd aspire to the jfMt, asd theaJugher, 
Till at length he a drayman was made." 

He also was one of the l^er House, and is 
6alled Thcmias Lord Pride,' in the commission 
for erecting a high Court of Justice, for the trial 
of Sir Henry Slingsby, &c. : Oliver Cromwell 
knighted him with a faggot stick* 

Though the above verses of course are the 
productions of the opposite party, yet the facts 
and cases are true. The fot£;es^ persons in the 
county were- made H^h' Sheriffs, and people of 
all kiads and descriptions put into the Commis- 
sion of the Peace. The town of Chelmsford in 
Essex is reported to have been in those times of 
misrule, governed by a Tinker, two Cohlers, two 
Tailors, and a Pedlar. 
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I would not pretend to eay thmt the Court 
which succeeded Oliver's was intrinsically bet- 
ter ; far from it» if we may believe Butler^ in his 
HuHbms at Court; and upon such a subject* 
Buder I think ought to be believed. The follow- 
ing lines I fear represent the truth. 

*' Bat see the Court how 'tis inchauted. 
By witches and hobgoblins hannted. 
And how the Prince bis treasure squanders 
Amongst bit* Concabines and Panders ; 
Whilst his true friends the CaTaliers, 
For perfect want, all hang their ears ; 
Are all neglected and postponed. 
And rardy seen, and hardly own'd ; 

i^uoth Ralph, all this I own is true. 
But what is this to me and you? 
I grant indeed the Cavaliers 
Have cause enough to hang their ears, 
When they see Pombr^, Pimps, and CmUUs, 
Sharpers, Setters, Rakes, and BtdUes, 
To Favors and High Posts preferr'd. 
They ean't be Uam'd to think it hard." 

But as to the Kingly Coxats of the 17th cen- 
tury, we have a graver authority than Hudihras ; 
Selden, (if the Table-talk be his.) '' In our Court 
in Queen Elizabeth's time, gravity and state 
were kept up. In King James's Court, things 
were pretty well ; (not always so, as I shall have 
occasion to shew) but in King Charles's time^ 
there has been nothing but Trenehmore and the 
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Cushion dance, omnium gatherum, tolly potty, 
hoite cum tmte" — ^This must have been the Court 
that preceded Cromwell's — and yet I cannot re- 
concile it with King Charles's character; and 
what is odd enough^ Selden himself was one of 
the contrivers of the celebrated Pageani, an 
amusement far from frivolous or of any unbecom- 
ing levity^ and which rather marks the temper of 
the Court *• Cromwell's Court, though composed 
of upstarts, was grave to a degree of austerity. 
Voltaire speaks of " la sombre Administration de 
Cromtoell," and it must be confessed he looked 
more to manliness of character, than brilliancy of 
manners : Charles the Second's Court, it should 
be observed, however corrupt, did not represent 
the general principles of the nation. These were 
still subsisting in such vigour, beyond the verge 
of the Court, as to lay the foundation for the sub- 
sequent revolution. 

But to advert once more to the assumption o£ 
Titles by Republican Rulers. I have heard it 
observed, as a remarkable, circumstance in the 
history of the Seven United Provinces, that aftei^ 
establishing their Republic, by so noble a resists 

'* The Masqae, or Pageant, was a sort of etbic drama, mythologi- 
cal and learned , hence classed among the " erudiUc voUtpMu ?. * ' 
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ance to the tyranny of the proud King and proud 
nation, by whom they had been in so great dan- 
ger of being enthralled, they should suffer thenn 
selves to be addressed by a title, as arrogant in 
sound at least, as any adopted by the despots of 
the East ; viz. 

Their High Mightinesses ! 

A title certainly not savoring much of JRepub^ 
licamsm. Liberty^ or Equality ; however, in credit 
to the Dutch I must say, I think it sounds more 
arrogant in our language, than it ever was in-* 
tended to be. In the Fortunes of Nigel, published 
not long ago, the title I see is changed into "Mighty 
Mightinesses.^^ But to proceed with the history 
of the former appellation. That in the situa^ 
tion in which the Seven Provinces stood at 
the period of their emancipation from the Spi^*« 
nish yoke, it might be necessary to assume 
such a title, we may conclude from two circum«» 
stances upon record, admirably suited to the pre- 
sent work ; the object of which is to give titlea 
their proper force, and at the same time poin^ 
out their importance. You shall now then hear, 
not only how high and mighty these republicans 
thoTight then^elves, but how determined they 
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were, that every body else should acknowledge 
tkem to be 80 ; and how much, though they were 
republicans not long emancipated from the gilded 
shackles of courtly tyranny > they stood upon titles 
and ceremonies* 

In 1640 the Count d'Aversperg arrived at the 
Hague on an embassy from the Emperor^ and 
immediately sent his credentials to the President 
of the States, to be laid before the Assembly, 
bearing the following inscription, and abounding 
in titles, as Wiquefort calls them "fort magm- 
fiques," exceedingly grand. " Illustribus, Ge- 
nerosis, Nobilibus, et honorabilibus, nostris et 
sancti Romani Imperii Jidelibus dilectis N N 
ordinibus Unitarum Provinciarum." But the 
States no sooner looked at the address, than 
they returned the credentials, with indignation, 
unopened ; advising the Embassador speedily to 
return to his Imperial Master, and to teach him 
how to direct his letters as he should do; or 
offering to let him retire to Cologne till he couM 
receive other letters of credence. What gave 
ihem so great offence, ws^s that the Emperor 
had presumed to call them, " His Trusty and 
well-beloved," which was too gross an aflfront 
to their Sovereignty to be passed by. Other let- 
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ters were procured, omitting the passage ob- 
jected to, but the object of the negotiation 
failed. 

In the year just preceding, the JPakUin of 
Smolensko had got into much such anot|ier 
scrape, not by the insertion of any thing amiss 
in his letters, but by the unfortunate otnission 
of the very titles we are discussing. He could 
not be admitted to an audience, because in his 
letters the States were not called High and 
Mighty. The mere neglect of inserting the two 
terms, " ceki et prapotentes,'' being the sole rea- 
son alleged for dismissing him so cavalierly; 
for they remembered, says Wiquefort, howig- 
nominiously they had been treated a few years 
before by Prince James Radzivil of Poland, wha 
not only had failed in his harangue in the Stadt- 
house, by calling the Prince of Orange '' Illus* 
trious" only, and the States themselves '* Mag* 
nificent," " Ilhistm, et Mo^jicir but had de- 
livered to them his credentials^ loaded indeed 
with titles, '' Illustrissimis, lUmtribus, Magnifim, 
Generosis, Nobilibusp** but not having one in the 
whole niunber, that did properly express their 
Sovereignty and Independence. These ware the 
tbings.to be set forth by their chosen title of 
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High Mightinesses, 

especially in their negotiations with the ancient 
Courts of Europe. 

The whole Seventeen Provinces are now united 
again under a Kingly Government, and what is 
odd enough, their new King seems pointedly 
to acknowledge the Sovereignty of his own sub- 
jects, by retaining in his addresses to the States, 
the very title of " High Mightinesses," so much 
insisted upon by the latter, as the indisputable 
mark of both sovereignty, and republican inde- 
pendence. 

But perhaps, in the history of things, no 
stronger instances of adulation to the ruling 
()0wer8 of a state could be produced, than what 
we read of the democratic bailiwicks of Swisser' 
land and Italy, subject to the ** Magn^tcent and 
Sovereign Lords of the Cantons,^ as Miss Helen 
Maria Williams was pleased to call them, (in the 
year 1798.) Her relation of matters is too lively 
and entertaining to be omitted, especially as pro- 
ceeding from the pen of a sans-culotte admirer and 
eulogist of the late Despot of France, and one so 
anti-tynmmcal, as to have done her utmost but a 
few years before, to insult and expose that (weak 
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perhaps, in a political point of view, but) amiable 
and well-intentioned Sovereign, Louis Seize. 

MisB W. with much humour^ and scune share 
of good sense, thus describes the attention paid 
to the bailiffs or biennial governors, of those 
petty states, whose revenues consisted entirely 
of fines exacted in criminal cases, were destined 
as she well observes, to " grow rich, exactly in 
proportion as their subjects became wicked." 
Writing from Lugano, she says, 

** Whatever grounds of complaint from pro-r 
consular rapacity might have existed in former 
times, we were happy to hear, amidst universal 
plaudits, of the return of the golden age, under 
the administration of the most iUmtrious Signor 
Don Francesco Saverio Zeltner, counsellor and 
captain of artillery of the most excellent city and 
republic of Soleure, who now terminates hia 
most upright government of Captain Regent of 
Lugano. The administration of this renowned 
governor, was celebrated in odes, sonnets, and 
other poetical records, which were distributed 
in the church with great profusion at the close 
of the ceremonial. No Horace or Waller could 
string the lyre with fonder raptures to the glo- 
ries of Augustus or Cromwell, than that which 
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burst from the poets of Lugano in praise of their 
immortal baiUff! The names of heroes Wha Jired 
before Agamemnon havd perished, w6 are fxAA, 
in unknown night, because unsung by the sacred 
bard ; but the name of Don Zeltner is proudly 
rescued fh>m such vulgar obliyiott. We shall pasa 
over the eulogium of the tribe of poets by pro- 
fession, to whom fictidn is ,aUowed as a matter 
of right, and shall only slightly mention the 
strains of the " Signor Abate Don Amatore So- 
lan, pro-regent, professor extraordinary ,f' and 
enjoying numerous other titles^ who had put a 
new string to his old di8Cor4ant harp; to record 
the train of Zeltner's virtues, 

** Da naovo plettro I'agitata corda, 
Ttttttt di ZfiLT^ER U Tirt& recovda." 

We shall not consider too deeply the sorrows 
of the noble fiscal Signor Don Pietro Frasca, 
doctor of both laws, who demands of his mourn- 
ful muse, and not inelegantly — why, with dishe- 
velled hair, she beats her snowy bosom, and who 
answers by her sighs striking on her lyre, *' so- 
spiri air etra — Ma aim6 ch* ei parte !" that Zeltner 
the great hero is about to depart. 

Poor is even praise like this, when compared 
with the poetical tribute which the virtues of 
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ZeUner have wruttg from thd brain of the Vfmera- 
ble College of respectable and worshipfid nota- 
ries of Lugano, the bankers, trusteea, and atlor- 
nies of every individual in the state; who, over^ 
leaping the dull, precise, plodding forms of law» 
** be it known unto all men, &c.'' strike the soft 
chords of poetic eulogy, and in lays approptiate 
to their professions, so far as their professions can 
sympathise with lays, pour forth a panegyric on 
the rare disinterestedness, and exalted virtue of 
Captain Zeltner. 

** When Alexander,'' sing these tuneful nota<* 
ries, '' when Alexander returned from the van-* 
quished Euphrates, loaded with gold to his na- 
tive country — sighs of sorrow broke forth from 
the bottom of his heart. The bones of Achilles, 
which he contemplated on his way, excited fre-> 
quent bursts of envy in the soul of the mighty 
conqueror. Thou, (that is Don Zeltner) loaded 
not with rapacious spoils, but bending under 
the weight of honor, alone hast to fear no such 
interruption to thy joy, since thou hast already 
reached the goal to which no hero ever yet at- 
tained." " Thus," add these bards of Lugano, 
*' thus thy country sings, unknowing, O illus- 
trious Zeltner, what car of triumph to prepare. 
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or what choice garlands of ilowers to weave 
aroand thy brow !" 

What were the distinguished acts of this er- 
bail^, which raised him in the songs of his en- 
thusiastic admirers above Alexander, or what 
was the triumph he had merited, such as Athens 
or Sparta never witnessed, 

(Nob Ul Tidder trionfo i Lidi Loi 

Ne Aiem, o Spartm, o altra cittede intorno, 

Come or ti reggo in si felice giorno— — ) 

we were unable to discover — the grand secret 
however seems to have been, that this amiable go- 
vernor had plundered them as little as he could. 
Miss W. proceeds next to the Province of 
Bellinzone, " the administration of which,'' she 
says, '* like those of Lugano and Lucatno, is 
remitted every two years to a new bailiff." She 
then gives an account of the installation of a 
fresh magistrate. " Of the virtues or excellen- 
cies of the new governor nothing had yet trans- 
pired, but we were left in no uncertainty re- 
specting those of the ex-bailiff, Don Francesco 
Alvisco Wirsch, of the illustrious republic of 
Underwald, in whose praises we found the bards 
of Bellinzone even more sublimely tuneful than 
the lyrists of Lugano. The poets laureat of Cflfp- 
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tmn Zeltner had only raised him above Alexan- 
der^ and made him merely equal to the gods; 
comparing the triumphs of Soleure, to those of 
Athens and Sparta; but Captain TFtrscA'c poet, 
raised into more than Virgilian rapture, with " a 
master's hand and prophet's fire," thus strikes 
the immortal string : 

" Exult, break forth in songs — O Underwal- 
den — ^foT thy great son returns to his native 
shores. What an immortal splendor gracefully 
plays around him ! alike only to himself, ' none 
but himself can be his parallel.' The Holy Vir- 
gin descending from heaven, — takes him by the 
hand, and bestows on him a profusion of tender 
caresses. O Underwalden, after Wirsch, the 
object of our idolatry, send us another soul of 
celestial mold, for souls of celestial mold are the 
prolific produce of thy happy soil.'' 

** Esulta esnita ; alia taa patria sponda 
Fa litorDO Ooderyald il tao gran Figlio 
Quanta lace immortal Torna, e oircondo ! 
Solo a se stesso, e a nail' altro il somlglid. 

La santa Dira, che oal cielo nacqne \ 

Cni s'ergano gli altari e i tempi! anch' ella 

Per mano il preso, e lo bacio pia volte : 

Deb Onderwald, dopo Wirachf che tanto piacqae 

Un altra pur n* e manda anima bella 

Mille bell' alme hai nel tao grembo accolte." 
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^ Such is the style of panegyric with which 

these subtle Italians attempt to soften the naiive 

hardness of their German jbailiffs, and seek to 

wheedlie suceeeding gOTemors into courteous 

behayiour, by persuading M. Zeltner, thai he is 

equal to the gods, from whom he descended, 

and M. Wirsch, that he is like no one but him- 

s^, and the favorite of the Queen of Heaven ! 

Had these sonnets proceeded from the pen of 

some comic rhymester, who chose to amuse 

himself at the expence of the bailiffs, we should 

only smile at the pleasantry ; but when we be^ 

hold the various corporations of these provinces, 

ecclesiastical and civil, gravely presenting such 

abject and impious flattery, we scarcely know 

whether our indignation is most excited by the 

meanness that degrades itself to offer such vile 

adulation, or the miserable vanity that stoops to 

receive it/' 

As this is the testimony of a quondam demo- 
crat, to the adulatory extravagancies of demo- 
cracy itself, it deserves a place I think amongst 
the anomalies ot heraldry, or at least, of personal 
honors and distinctions. 

That strange character, Aifieri, though apro- 
fessed Rq^ublican, was a great lover of Aristo- 
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eracyr ** He did not admire Kings,'' isay the 
Edinbatgfa Reriewers^ No^ %x%. 296, " because 
he did not happen to be born one, and because 
they were the only beings to whom he waif bom 
inferior : but he had the irtmost renenttion fat 
nobles^ because fortune bad placed him in that 
order, and becaufie the -paWet and distinction 
which belonged to it were agreeable to hiniy and 
he thought would be exercised for the good 0I 
faaa inferiors. When he heard that Vokitifd ha4 
written a tragedy on the stoiy of BruttUi he> f^ 
into great passion, and exclaimed, ^ that the sub«< 
ject was too lofty for a French Plebeian, who, 
during twenty years, had subscribed himself 
Gentleman in ordinary to the King.' " 

Republicans and Republics, ancient and mo- 
dem, might supply me with abundance of " awo- 
mafies," if not strictly " heraldic,*' yet looking 
much that way. What amazing credit have the 
republics of Greece and B^ne acquired, for the 
independent spirit of the people, their love of lu 
herty and equality, and yet it has been stated as 
a fact, that in Athens alone, there were at one 
time, (the population being divided into two 
classes only,) 30,000 nobles, ^oXirai, and 400,000 
slaves! at Corinth, the number of slaves amounted 
g2 
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to 460,000; in the little island of JSgina, to 
470,000; the Helotes of Sparta were 800,000 in 
number. These republican nobles indeed, were 
very proud and jealous of their own freed(mi> 
and privileges ; but the slaves were very abject 
slaves. There are not wanting examples of a 
noble, for a slight offence, throwing his slave 
into the fish-pond, to fatten his fish* If one of 
these nobles was murdered in his own house, all 
his slaves*, however numerous, were put to deaih 
upon a cross. At Rome once, on such an occs^ 
sion^ no less than 400 suffered in the most cruel 
manner. 
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AND 



SIGNIFICANT TITLES. 

J CONFESS. I have an objection to any fixed titles 
or appellations betokening any thing of rrioral 
worth. How strange it would be to read in any 
.of our foreign journals, that on such a day his 
.iSerene. Highness Prince Such-a-one, dropped 
rdown dead in a passion ! to " Highness" itself 
I bave no objection ; it may bespeak only the 
'Prince's station in civil society. " Majesty/' 
though. Pasquier in his Reserches sur la France 
reprobates itQ. use, seems to me to be unobjec- 
tionable on the same ground ; denoting, as Sel- 
den observes, merely a kind of special dignity, 
as if we should say in English, a " greatemess.'* 
*' Majesty ,'' says an old writer, " is the modestest 
and justest title that can be given to Sovereigns .'' 
Royal Highness comes under the same descrip- 
tion. There is a beautiful letter extant, from 
Sir Walter Raleigh to Prince Henry, son of 
James 1., admonishing him to be aware of the 
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sycophants* who called his father God's Ftcege- 
rent. " They adjoin/' says he, " Vicegerency 
to the idea of being all-powefful, and not to that 
of being all-good/* — *' Your father is called the 
Vicegerent of heaven ; while he is good he is the 
Vicegerent of heaven ; shall man have authority 
from the fountain of good to do evil ?" But all 
distinctiona by attributes, whether in the con- 
crete or abstract, are liazardous, and likely to 
run into incongruities. Of the Dtieal and Ar- 
cbiepiscopal Title of" Givwje/' for instance, which 
is of diis nature, what shall we say ? I know 
what it betokens ; Gratia^ decor, Venustas, 8cc. ; 
but how strange it would -appear to say to a 
'D^ke or an Arohbishop, will your *^ eomeUness/* 
^ beauty,^' or "j^ mien/^ do toe th^ honor of din- 
ing with me ? I shall be proud to wait upon your 
^f Felicity,** or *^ BecomingnessJ^ 

If the Title imply that the high personages 
themselves are really " Graces," we fell into 
greater difficulties ; for, mythologically speaking, 
what Duke or Archbishop could wish to be taken 
fpr Agtaia, Thalia, or Euphrosyne, the daughters 
of Bacchus and Venus ? with Duchesses it might 
be different, though Seneca would supply us with 
an objection applicable even to Duchesses, unless 
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they happened to be so in their own right, de 
Ben^^cHs^ u c. 3. I was amused with the appli* 
cation of the mythcriogical title once to three 
▼ery great personages, in a message firom a card* 
table» One of the party, a very young man, 
being importuned to give up his cards, and go 
into fUAother drawing-room, where there were 
many beautiful young ladies, excused himself by 
Bending them word, that he could not come di- 
rectly, as he was playing with " the three Graces;^* 
who, in fact, were a Duke and a Duchess, and 
the late amiable Ardbbishop of — • In regard to 
this Title of Grace, I cannot see why the Lord 
Chancellor, in his official capacity, should not 
be called so, as much as the two Archbishops, 
between whom he takes his rank ; he precedes 
3II Dukes, and if called upon to act as High 
Steward on state trials, is then actually so en^ 
titlisd! but this, by the bye — before however I 
take leave of the title of Grace, as belonging to 
our ilrcAbishops, I cannot forbear giving a hint 
to dictionary makers, in their expositions and 
illustrations of such mariLs of dignity. In Cham- 
bers's CyclopsBdia, I find the term Arch, for in- 
atance, explained in a loery incautious manner; 
*' Arch, from ofxfis, princeps, summus, prince or 
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chief. Thus we say Areh-Tool, ilrcA-Rogue ; so 
ako, ilrcA-Bishop, ilrcA-Treasurer, Arch-Angel T 

" Right Honourable" is an odd title, when not 
confined to particular individuals. It does very 
well for Privy Councillors, because it must be 
supposed that the nation could never connive at 
the opportunity afforded them of giving (k)uncil 
to the Sovereign, under an oath of secrecy truly 
masonic, unless it might conclude such high 
personages to be ip$o facto, and without all 
doubt and prevarication, strictly " right honor- 
able,'' which seems to be understood, inasmuch 
as all who are merely and simply '* honorable," are 
excluded from the board, as not being honorable 
.enough of course. 

It would be odd to call spendthrifts and pro- 
fessed gamblers and other loose characters, 
" Right Honorable ;" so that we may well rejoice, 
that none of our English " Right Honorables" 
ever are so ! 

What are we to say of the Titles of " Your 
Honor," and " Your Worship ?" The former 
did, till lately, appertain to only one office in 
the state, namely that of Master of the Rolls. 
It is. now given also to the Vice-Chancellor of 
•England. So appropriated it does very well ; fot 
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those eminent persons certainly occupy posts of 
honor: and their courts are courts of homor, that 
is of equity, which is Imt another name for honor, 
esptecially when contrasted with tiie ckiameries 
otlaw. 

Your ** Worship/* seems more objectionable 
than your " Honor /* it can by no means belong 
to mCHTtals, not even Justices of Peace, though 
there should not be one Justice Shallow amongst 
them all ; which in this enlightisiied age, it is to 
be hoped, must be the case. In Old Noll's time, 
who made Justices of butchers, carpenters, 
horsekeepers, the title must have been a perfect 
burlesque, as we may judge from TalgoFs irre- 
yerent address to Hudibras ; 

. ** Tlwm TaU of Wor$k^, that dost grow 
On Rump of Ivstice, as of cow —-'^ 

The Titles of the Clergy, I think, are well 
enough, as including a hint to themseWes ; if 
not an absolute condition ! *' reverendus'* being 
a future participle, is as much as to say you toill 
be (as you ought to be) " respected, if respect- 
able;'' The Inferior Clergy being thus Reverend, 
Deans will be naturally, and as matter of course, 
very Reverend, Bishops right Reverend, and Arch- 
bishops most Reverend. 
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Your " Excellency*' is a litiLe of grieiat conve-* 
ttience^ and may apply tea rost Yvcnetf of peo- 
ple* One may excel in one thing* and anofther 
in another; and these the most opposite Aat 
can be conceived ; for to excel means generally 
only to outdo or surpass ; dierefore it is as easy 
fo excel in wickedness as in virtue, or perhi^s 
mudi easier ; a man may excel in. stn|ndity» as 
trdU as in liveliness and wit; in ignorance as 
well as in learning ; in barbarity as well as in 
lavility. The Due ^Orleans, who sufered in 
the revolution, came to England once in a 
diplomatic character ; he was of course entitled 
to be called his '^ Excellency ;'^ and in numf 
things, by all accounts, he did excel; but I never 
heard that it was either in region or virtue ; 
honor or justice ; talents or integrity ; feeling 
or decency of manners ; and yet nobody could 
question his *^ Excellency/' if he chose to in- 
sist upon it : by birth indeed be was a '' serene 
idghness." At length, however, he joined the 
blood-thirsty Jacobins, and his ExceUmqf was 
at an end ; being unable to surpass them in any 
of their acts of atrocity, he was content to be 
upon a level with them, and therefore assumed, 
instead of either Highness or Excellency, the 
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incnre moilest title of EgaUte, under which title 
be had the honor to eod his days on a scaffold. 
The following distich on tiiis misguided Prince 
appeared at the time. 

" Prince, Rotamr, RMShe, Goeax, Animil, 
VoUa PEg<Ji$£, qni p'ent jamais ^ $g<d" 

The Title Qi " Bxoellcacy/' however, is ac^ 
counted a very great one. I telieve it was ftrst 
used towards the end of the sixteenth centuiy ; 
at which time it was judged to bb sO high a title> 
that a Venetian JSmbassador at the court of 
Prance, reposed to give it to the Mimtuaii mi- 
Ulster^ alleging Uiat it was not fit to gire so hig^ 
a title to a prelate of the second Order, while tho 
Cardinals of -Borne bore an i^eri^r one, which 
iqftnior title is esqpressly stated to be^io les9 than 
'^ most rereraid and illustrious lords I" at pre^ 
jsent their ordinary title is, ** your Eminence,'' 
(first ^ven.to them in 1630) which if we turn to 
the dictionaries, will be seen to be just upon a 
par with that of ** Excellency." Eminea and 
ExeeBo beitig as nearly as can be synonymous. 
Cardinal Richelieu had the title of Eminentissinms, 
most Eminent, and we hare certainly a title that 
surpasses even that of " Excellency,'' as, the 
King's " most Excellent Majesty." Most excels 
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lent used indeed to be the title of the Senators 
or Grandees of the Republic of Venice ; called 
also clarimnd and nUagmfici; in the ragtuili di 
Pamasso of Boccalini, it was decided before 
Apollo, that the Title of Excellentimmo should 
be given not only to Princes and other Titolati, 
but to Doctors of Law and Physic. Apollo of 
course knew nothing of Doctors of Dimmty, but 
how Doctors of Music came to be left out, is 
quite inexplicable. Heraldry seems to scorn the 
narrow limits of our three degrees of comparison ; 
super superlatives are not uncommon. Who 
would ever think that any of our frail race could 
be over petfect? and yet among the Romans there 
/were not only three degrees of Perfectissimi or 
most perfect, but all these most perfect persons 
ranked beUmih^ Clarissimi, which was the title 
of the Senators. The Senate itself being styled 
ordo clarissimtis et ampUssimus, Senators! wives 
went two degrees below their husbands, being 
accounted only personam clarte in the positive de- 
gree ; perhaps however this was intended slily 
to intimate that they were generally more positive 
lthan their husbands. The heralds, or rather 
lawyers, both of the eastern and Vestem em- 
pires, seem to have exhausted all their wits to 
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find titles sufficiently grand for persons of state. 
I haye spoken of the Senate, Senators, and. Se- 
nators' wires. lUustris (Illustrious) was also a' 
senatorial title, and ** qpedosa personse/' did> 
both for the senators and their wives ; being ac- 
counted equivalent to clarissimie as well as cla- 
rissiim, and with great reason, for spedosm is so 
happy a word, as to include all scMrts of wives ; 
signifying, as our common dictionaries will she^» 
" goodly to see^ beautiful, handsome, sightly, fair^ 
and plump, plausible and specious !" About the 
time of Constantine, '' illustris" and " clarissi- 
mus," were used to express separate and distinct 
dignities. The former being superior, and be- 
stowed only on the Patriciiof the Emperor's own 
creation, to distinguish them from the ancient 
Patricii of Rome ; which, unless the latter were 
grievously degenerated, was rather a scurvy thing 
to do, and not very consistent with the rules of 
heraldry, which has generally a greater regard 
to antiquity. But between these two orders of 
Patricii, there is said to have been an order of 
" Spectabiles,*' but who the Spectabiles exactly 
were, seoms to be a matter of some doubt. 
Below the clarissimi, as I have before hinted, 
came the " Egregii" and '' Perfectissimi' of the 
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firgt, s^cond^ and third order in die coacrete ; in 
the abstract, we find such titles as follow. 11- 
Iiistratus ; Speetabilitas ; Clarissimatus ; Perfec* 
tissimatas ; Egregiatus ; which is as much as to 
say in English, your ** Illmtratian** or •' Bright^ 
ness:"* your *' Perfection;' ''Eminence,'' " Exeel- 
kruyr your '^ NobUity,'* •' Smgtdarity/' ^ Ra^ 
«^»'* yont •* Notoriety/' your " Spedousness ^* 
your '^ Shewiness'* of " Benoum." All Excel- 
lent Titles, and for what I see quite as good a&r 
Majesty, Highness, Grace^ Lordship, Honor, or 
Worship. But we must not stop here. About 
Jttstinian^s time there wer^, it appears^ greater 
personages than all I have hitherto described, 
even " most glorious** and " super-^llustrions f 
" superMlustres/' '* ghrummmi/' most noble, 
•* NobiUssimi :'' «»)o|ot<«toi. possibly these were 
aH titles of the Casars* Though indeed there 
were greater titles than even those I have last 
mentioned ; what shall* we say to the following 1 
Magnificentissimi Illustres 

In plain English, 

Most Magni/kentfy lUusttiom I ! 
In the Codes and Authentics we find as a tide, 
'* Miranda Sublimitas tua,** which is as much as 
to say. 
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'' Your admirMe or wotukifU SmUm^:^ 
Our English titles dwindliB into nothing in 
conqpatison. We shonld, I am certain, never 
think of giving such a title as the foregoing^ 
unless it were to a man in a balloon. 

Well might Gibbon say» '* tile purity of the 
Latin language was debased by adopting in the 
intercourse of pride and flattery a profusion of 
epithets, which TuUjf would scarcely have un** 
derstood, and which Augustus would ha?e re- 
jected with indignation/' Of Augustus's indig- 
nant rejection of the title lokd, we have a cu- 
rious account in Suetonius; but I question if 
there were not more policy than modesty in the 
case ; more subtlety than humility. 

The Lawyers of the latter ages had these 
verses, in which there certainly seem to be one 
or more anomalies. 

** Jtbufria primas ; mediiu SpeckibiRi ; iiniu 
Ut Ux testatir CUmmMmmi esse probatdr \ 
Et maper^Outtru pneponitiir omoibus iitU." 

It would be difficult to say why the " Chris- 
simi^ should be below the •* Spectabiks ;" or in 
tile very terms of the Greek or Eastern wri- 
ters, the AafAwqarraroi. below the «Bg«Cx«rToi. It 
seems little less than to put the admirable or 
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eminent, above the most admirable or most emi- 
nent. Probably the subjects of the Empire fell 
into perplexities about these august titles, for we 
read that not unseldom, the same person had se- 
veral of them bestowed on him according to his 
offices and functions. 

The Grecian Emperor's own title seems to be 
the winding up of the climax. It is set forth in 
the annexed heraldic atchievement. 




Viz. a Cross between four bouncing B's — which 
bouncing B's 5r Beta^s are supposed to stand 
for, 

BaffiXet/f fiaatXsan fiaaiXevafv fiaaiKsvai, 
The King of Kings, Reigning over Kings ! ! 
Any body would think that a " King of Kings 
reigning over Kings," must be Lord of the whole 
world. Selden has well proved that there never 
was, amongst mortals, any such person, though 
the German Civilians would fain have had it 
otherwise, with regard to their Emperor. The 
Heathen Emperors indeed allowed themselves to 
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be called Gods; nay, they styled themselves in 
Uidr Edicts, '' Nostra Dmmlas,'' '' Nostra Perem- 
fntas/" and ** Nostra EtendUu:'' our Difinity, 
our Perpetuity, and our Eternity. TertuUian 
set aside these Imperial Gods with great adroit- 
ness. I will acknowledge none such, saith he, 
to be Gods and Emperors too ; for if they be tuft 
men, they can be no JEmperars. He that calls 
himself a God, or allows himself to be so called, 
plainly shews that he is no Emperor. Now, 
upon this earthly globe, I apprehend it is better 
to pass for an Emperor than a God ; and Ter^ 
tuUian's alternative therefore was likely to bring 
such aspirers to Divinity to their proper senses. 
In the Epistles of Symmachus to Theodosius 
and Valentinian, we have the fdUowing tides 
and forms of address ; Your Eternity, Godhead, 
Serenity, Clemeticy* Vesira EtemUas, Vestrum 
Numen, Vestra Serenitas, Vestra dementia ! An- 
thony Panormita, a learned civilian of the M* 
teenth century, in a letter to the Eang of Naples, 
calls him, *' Your Prudence,** as well as " Your 
Majesty.** The titles amongst the School Divines^ 
were very amusing. The " Extatic/* the ** Sera* 
phtc;' the " Angelical;* the " Irrtfragable." " One 
College in Oxford," {Merton) says Cambden^ 

VOL. I. H 
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'< brought forth in one age these four UglUa of 
leftmiag, Scotus the Subtle, Bradwardine the 
Pn^ound, Okham the JmmcSde, and Burley the. 
Pmpjc¥9¥5, and an some s$iy, Bwmihwrp^ ijbe 
£^io/W^; which titles they had by the common 
consent of the judicious and learned of that 
and the succeeding ages/' Let the present 
Members of Merton look to this. The titles pf 
the School Divines^ are something of a piece 
with the. Christian names of the Puritaps^ ^»^ 
BaputiUf Ohdknce^ Faitiinot, B^han^ul, (which 
are all to be found in a neighbourii^ parish re- 
^•ter.) More may be seen in Dr. Grey's n<^e9 
to Hudibras, and in Ben Jonson'a Plays ; *' Hia 
Christen ITame is Zeale^f'th-'land By^ye.*' — 
Bar^olomew Faire, 

I believe to this day, the Emperor of China is 
called his Cekttial Majesty, being tibn su, the 
5of» of Heaveu, and ** BroHer to the Stm and 
Moon.** Among the titles conferred upon the 
Roman Emperors, we may reckon also those of 
** Sanctmimtis*^ and ** Ptiinittus/' most hofy and 
most nlighus. liieir Empresses also of course 
were '* Sanctimtn^*^ and '' PiisskoMt ; nevertheless, 
it is most certain that some of these most holy 
and fioius ladies poisoned their most hofy Bxid pious 
husbands, besides being engaged in many other 
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most undanotified doings. But this by the bye. 

I know that I may have BtUl passed oyer sereral 
Imperial royal and noble Roman (or rather Gre^ 
cian) titles, but it would be endless to attempt 
to go through th^oa alL 

Next to the Emperor of the East ranked the 
Detpaies, or Seb^on, and next to him the Str 
basiocreUotp and 4thly, as we read the C€$ar* 
Sometimes one man was all, as is said to have 
been the oasie with the Emperor Ba^iUus, and 
sometimea they changed places, the Cwsar oom^ 
ing next to th^ Emperor, like the King of tilt 
Romans in the West. 

Like all the other titles however, this of Se^ 
b&^os cajue to be accounted too simple ; and to 
give rise, the^fore« first to a Pr(4oS€bastus, and 
at length to a Panhypers^iMoA ! ! whidb though 
very difficult to translate properly, will not, I 
think, be exaggerated, if we call it, 
** Over and ahfm aU Woni^j^ and August ! P' 

Among their honorable dignities we ifoay 
reckon. 

Their Great JUig^Me^a, or C^ianoellor. 
JjQgarimt€B, or Comptrdler* 
Protostator, or Marshal of the Army, 
Primicerios and Primaugustt^. 
h2 
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And if we may judge of titles by their look, 
strange as the above may appear to an English 
eye, I think it would hare been a mercy, for 
those who have business to do at Constantinople, 
if they had continued to the present day. I am 
not acquainted with the Turkish language, but 
their titles Frenchified, as I have se^n them in 
a late work, are enough to frighten one out of 
one's wits. Such a title as Primicerios or Pri- 
maugustos is simplicity itself. To a yenytthery 
«ffA^ or djebchdjy-^bachy, which is their name 
for a Commissary ; a tojycb/'backy. Commander 
of Artillery ; a Counparhdjy-bachy, Bombadier ; or 
a Samrsoundjy-bachy and zaherdjy-bachy. Keepers 
of the Dogs used in war. But their civil titles 
are, if possible, worse than their military. 
What are we to think of 

A Tchaouchlaskietiby, 
A Tchaouchlaremyny, 
And a Briiusk-teskierehdjy ? 
A referendary, (or ps^qeviotpios in Greek,) is 
called Talkhyssdjy ! 

It is some trouble in England not to be able 
to conduct any law process without an Attorney 
of Solicitor ; but in Turkey you must have an 
ArzouKhaldjy ! 
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Odd as these appear to an English eye, it 
would be absurd to suppose they are otherwise 
than grand in Turkish or Arabic^ or generally, 
that what looks or even sounds base or ridiculous 
in one language must be so in all others. 

In point of appearance, quantity of letters 
and syllables, &c. the Turks do not surpass the 
Germans, who have a way of forming one word 
out of many, as for instance, the Post of lieute- 
nant-Field-Mareschal-General of the Empire, 
is called Die Reichsgeneralfeldmarschalllieute- 
nantstalle, all in one word : and these compound 
derivatives are common, the nominative of the 
sentence being placed last. We must still for- 
bear to judge of these things from their mere 
appearance to our eye, or the sound they may 
have in our ears. The King of Candy's Drum 
Major has a title which would read in English as 
follows, Tagkboroo-puram'fectoo^ruO'niohanMr^^ 



Frederic '' redrbeard,^* would sound bad in 
English, but Frederic Barbarossa, which is no- 
thing more, appears sufficiently grand, fioileau 
has well argued this matter in his ninth reflec- 
tion on Longinus, where he ably shews that 
what would be quite low in French, was the very 
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contrary in Greek, as Gardeur de Porceaux, or 
G^rdeur dee Bosufs, for instance, (Pig-driver 
and Cow-keeper, English) would be quite hor-- 
rible in French ; while nothing would be more 
elegant in Greek, than their St^ormr and fiwuXos, 
which eaqpress the same things, and from the 
latter of which, as is well known, Virgil has 
selected the title of his elegant Pastorals. B^* 
leau gives admirable hints upon this subject to 
the readers of Translations. Longinus, he says, 
accuses even Herodotus of occasionally using 
hm expressions. livy, SaUust, and Virgil, have 
fsdlen under the same imputation ; but not H(h 
met; though he wrote of such a variety of 
things, and entered so much into detail, yet his 
t^rms and expressions are all grand and noble ; 
that is, in the ortgiMl: for he very justly blames 
those shallow critics, who trusting only ta Trans^ 
htkm^ have judged otherwise of him. It is the 
same, says he, as if while he was writing nothing 
but Greekf he should be blamed for not express* 
ing himself properly in Latin or FhmJL Perrault» 
M is well known, was the principal object of his 
attack, who indeed, if Boileau say true» had used 
poor H(Hner very scurvily ; having translated a 
bad Latin version into still more vulgar Frmchp 
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and tjien blamed the original Poets for the faults 
that i^peared only in the latter. And the instances 
he produces of this sort of travesty are admir- 
able ; but it would be. out of place to transcribe 
thtm here. He has howerer some remarks upon 
the case; which apply almost directly to the 
topics we are discussing, particularly in r^ard 
to names of distinction* He shews that it wad 
the custom of the Greeks, who did not transmit 
their names from Father to Son, always to dis- 
tinguish individuals by some adjunct, express* 
ing either ihmt descent, their cauntty, some ex^ 
ceUence or Aome blemkh; as Alexander the ^Son 
^ Philip ; Alcibiades the Son of Clinias ; He^ 
rodotus of HaHtdmassus ; Polycletes the Sculptor ; 
Diogenes the Cynic; or Dionysius the Tyraxdp 
tuL Homet improved upon these terms of ex- 
pr^ssion, which might do well enough in prose, 
but not in poetry ; hence his patronymics, and 
those standmg oi faced epithets, by which he de<^ 
signated his Deities and heroes ; thus the tsdias 
•mvs and tErtSoe^nsr, so well known to school-boys> 
became the regular title of the *' swtft-footed'' 
AohiUes, by which epithet the Poet meant, it is 
asserted, to mark the impetuosity of a youthful 
commander* The Prudence of Minerva and the 
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Majesty of Juno, were figured out by the elegant 
compliments paid to their ^es; the ^fine and 
piercing eyes of the one, and the large and open 
ones of the other ; (/Somvii , which is very elegant 
in Greek, as applied to the Queen of Hearen ;) 
but M. Perrault, as if out of spite to Homer or 
Juno, instead of the elegant fioctms, calls the 
latter in the plainest French, Junon aux yeux de 
BcBuf, which is almost as bad as '' Beef^eyed 
Juno*' would be in English. Every body has 
admired Homer's epithets, and understood them 
to be, by the frequent repetition of them, a sort 
of simame, or regular title. Virgil has imitated 
Homer iii this, and I am happy to hare an op- 
portunity of rescuing the fame both of the Poet 
and his hero from a reproach, sometimes cast 
upon them by ignorant critics, who have fancied 
that when iSneas is made to call himself, tbe 
pious ^neas; *' Sumpius ^neas/* it is an uiU)o- 
comtng piece of arrogance ; whereas the Poet, 
acccH'ding to Boileau, evidently meant, that 
*' pius £neas" and ** pater .£neas," should p«M 
for mere names or titles, so that iBneas could not 
consistently or properly have described himself 
otherwise. 
Which remarks seem entirely consistent with 
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tbe history of naii^eB in general, but especially 
significant names or attributes. They were in 
remote times commonly given to mark the wiska 
of the parents, that the children so named, 
might live to enjoy the good fortune such happy 
names seemed to promise ; according to the old 
maxim, ^* bonum nomen bonum omen/* Cicero 
used to call such names bona nomna, good 
names ; Tacitus fausta nof/ma, happy names ; 
Plauttts thought it quite enough to damn a man, 
that he bore the name of Xyeo, which is said to 
signify a greedy wolf; and livy calls the name 
Atrius Umber, *' Abomitumdi Omims Nomen,"* a 
naii^ of terrible portent. Pius JEmas may cer- 
tainly be considered one of those happy names, 
which Plato recommends all people to be careful 
to select, and iBneas must have had as great a 
right to call himself by it, as any persons since 
to call themselves by the names o{ Victor^ Fau^ 
tus, .FeKx, Probus, ficc. : which were certainly 
chosen as names of favorable omen, according 
to the m^im above, and the saying of Paftor- 
mitati, ** ex bono nomine oritur bona praesim^ 
tio.'^ — Most names were originally significant, as 
particularly the names in Holy Writ. The sa- 
vages of America called their children, Glisten- 
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ing Light, San-bright, fine Gold, Sec &c.:*-- 
and some of our names derived from the Laiin^ 
SaxcH, &c« signify much the same; as Albert 
iall-br^ht), Egbert (ever-bri^, Ethelbert (mbly- 
Mgkt), Gilbert (bright as goid), Lucius (shining) 

Tristram Shandy need not hare made so many 
apologies as he does, f(»r his &th^s suit>ersti- 
tious feelings about Christian names* His re* 
marks upon the subject are all in the true spirit 
of antiquity — '' How many Casars and Pmq>^s, 
he would say, by mere inspiration of the nmnes; 
have been rendered worAy of them ; and how 
many, he would add, are there, who might haT« 
done exceedingly well in the world, had not thei^ 
characters and spirits been totally depressed 
and Nicodemns^d into nothing." How sublimefy 
pathetic is his apostrophe to his friend !-^'' Your 
son, your own son, your dear son, from idiose 
sweet and open temper you have so much to ex- 
pect—your Billy, Sir ! would you for the world 
have called him Judas? — ^Would you, my dear 
Sir, he would say, laying his hand upon his 
breast with the genteelest address, and in that 
soft and irresistible piano of voice, which the 
iiature of the arffimentum ad homnem absolutely 
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lequiras — ^would yfrn^ Sir, if a Jew of % Godfittker 
had proposed the name of your child, and of- 
fered you his poiBe along with it, would you 
hare consented to such a desecration of him?-^ 
O my God, he would say, looking up, if I know 
your temper right. Sir, you are incapable of it ;^-^ 
you would have tramided upon the offer; you 
would have thrown the temptation at the temp^ 
ter's head with abhorrence. 

'' Your greatness of mind— and contempt of 
money in this transaction — ^is really noble, and 
what renders it more so, is the principle of it : — 
the workings of a par^it's love upon the truth 
and conriction of this very h/pothem^ namely, 
that was your son called Judas, the sordid and 
treacherous idea, so inseparable from the name, 
would have accompanied him through life like a 
shadow, and in the end made aimser and arosoa^ 
of him, in spite Sir oiyovir example.** 

Mr. Shandy appears to hare so applied him-» 
self to the now obs6lete art or science, (which^ 
ever yoa choose to call it) of Hcmamy or No-^ 
ndmmuuky, Onamomancy, or Onomatomancy, (for 
it had all those designations) as to have been 
able to assign the characters of most Christian 
names, as good^ bad, or indifferent. Jack, Dick, 
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and Tom, we are told^ by his son Tristram, he 
{iccounted neutral names, *' affirming of them, 
without a satire, that there had been as many 
knaves and fools, at least, as wise and good 
men since the world began, who had been so 
called." Bob was also neutral — Andrew some- 
thing like a negative quantity in Algebra, worse 
than nothing — WilUam stood pretty high ; — 
Nunqts again was low with him, but Nidc was 
the Devil. If any thing could be worse than 
Nick and the Devil, it was the unfortunate name 
of Tristram, " melancholy dissyllable of sound! 
which to his ears was unison to ^incompoopf and 
every name vituperative under heaven" — and 
yet, as we all know, through Susannah's scat- 
terings in her way from her master's to her mis- 
tress's room, in the dark, this very name became 
the irrevocable i^pellation of the Child of his 
prayers, instead of the grand, magnificent, and 
thrice ominous name of Trismegjistui. Who can 
help feeling for Mr. Shandy ? I shall for ever re- 
vere the memory of Uncle Toby for his fraternal 
allowances, upon this melancholy ocpasion. 

*' For my own part. Trim, though I caii see 
little or no difference betwixt my nephew's being 
called Tristram or Trismegisttu, yet as the thing 
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sits SO near my brother's heart. Trim — I would 
freely have given a hundred pounds rather than 
it should have happened. — ^A hundred pounds, 
an' please your honor, replied Trim,— I would 
not give a cherty-stane to boot. — Nor would I, 
Trim, upon my own account, quoth my Uncle 
Toby — but my brother, whom there is no arguing 
with in this case, — ^maintains that a great deal 
mcNre depends. Trim, upon Christian names than 
what ignorant pedple imagine. For he says, 
there never was a great or heroic action per- 
formed since the world began by one called 
Tristram, nay he will have it. Trim, that a maii 
of that name can neither be learned, or wise, or 
birave — Tis all fancy an' please your Honor — 

But to return — ^there are some significant 
titles, names, and attributes, to which I have 
no objection, as for instance, Alfred the Great, 
for great he was ; but as to Canute the Great, 
I doubt ; his speech to his courtiers on the sea* 
shore had certainly something sublime in it, and 
seems to bespeak the union of Royalty and 
Wisdom ; but Voltaire will not allow that he 
was great in any other respdct than that he per- 
formed great acts of cruelty. Mr. Turner, how- 
ever, in his history of the Anglo-Saxons, ad- 
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duces Cemute as an instance rarely paralleled, 
of a character improved by prosperity, the early 
part of his life only being subject to the sarcasms 
of Voltaire- From his warlike abilities it seems, 
he was denominated the Brave ; fr(»n his libera/- 
lity the Rich ; and from his devotion the Pious. 
Canute, however, had certainly as good a right 
to be denominated Great, as Herod the Great ! ! 
See Mosheim. Edmund Iron^de I suppose was 
correct enough, if we did but understand the 
figyre properly ; (for as to his really having an 
Iron-9ide, I conclude no one fancies it to have 
been so, though there is no answering for vulgar 
cffedulity.) Harold Hare-foot betokened no 
doubt a personal bleipish^ or some extraordinary 
swiftness of foot. Among the Kings of N<»rway 
there was a Barerfoot. William Rufiis, was pro- 
bacy quite correct, as indicative of his red head 
of hair, or rather head of red hair. Henry the 
First, was I dare say, for those times, a Beau^ 
ciere or able scholar. Richard the First might 
very properly be called, by ^ ^figure of qieeeh 
(though we have indeed a literal account of the 
appellation in Ellis's specimens of English Ro- 
mance,) Caur de Lion: and his brother John 
quite as properly, but, to his shame, Uteralfy 
rather th^nfiguratively. Lack-land. Edward I^ag- 
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skmks cannot be disputed, since a sight was ob« 
taiaed of his body not very long ago, but at the 
least 467 years after his death, and which from a 
letter in my possession, written by the then Pre^ 
sident pf the Antiquarian Society, who measured 
the body, appeared, to be at that remote period, 
six feet two inohes long. 

In Bapin I see that these are called Si^-name^ 
but for my own part I think many of them should 
be denomifiated nick-names, for they are cer-^ 
t^dnly no better. 

It may be thoughts I did not like to meddle 
with William the Conqueror, out of some feelifig 
of JBngUdb jealousy. I shall beg leaTe there^ 
fore to aay, that I need not bav^ passed him by 
upon any such grounds, being persuaded that if 
is a vulgar error to fancy that the term Conqueror 
so ap|died^ originally intended any such thing 
as that he obtained the dominion over this island 
by conquest. He beat Harold, it is true, calling 
himself King of England, but he did not ccm-* 
querEngland itself. Had he done so, he would 
not have stopped to receive the concession of 
particular parts of it, or the submission of par-* 
ticular persons, but it seems he did both ; and 
very discreetly received as a gift, what he cer- 
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tainly had not> and probably could not have 
taken by force. The consent of the people to re^ 
eeive the Duke of Normandy as King, was par- 
ticularly asked at the Coronation, and he was 
proclaimed King by acclamation '' ab omnibus 
Rex acclamatus'' He was crowned by Aldred 
Bishop of York, with the consent of the people, 
at which time he bound himself by vow to pre- 
senre peace, security, concord, judgment and 
justice among his subjects; nay he himself 
adopted very modest titles ; he not only knew 
himself by the name of William the Bastard, but 
used it in his public Edicts, '' Ego Willielmus 
Cognomento Bastardus,^ though he waa very 
angry with the people of Alen^on for reminding 
him of it by a sort of practical joke^ and certainly 
a yery coarse one. William's own Domesday 
book shews him to have been no Conqueror, no- 
thing being assigned to him there but what were 
previously considered as the Regal rights and 
privileges of the Sovereign. ** Perhaps/' says 
Mr. Turner in his history of the Anglo-Saxons^ 
** no country in Europe can exhibit suck an an- 
cient record of the freed<Hn of its people^ and the 
limited prerogative of its Ruler." 

But it will be asked, why call him Conqueror 
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if he were not so ? What else can Conqueror 
mean ? This may be all very well ; but I ahaU 
make bold to say, that those who talk so, know 
nothing at all about the matter. It is a term aa 
liable to be mistaken, as the term incomprehen- 
sible in the Athanasian Creed ; the meaning of 
which most people think is as plain as plain can 
be, though it certainly means nothing like what 
our ccmunon term incomprehendble is held to im- 
ply. It does not mean hnpomble to be understood, 
as those think who wantonly impugn and even 
ridicule that ancient and curious formulary, but 
incapable of being comprehended within a»y assign-' 
able limits. Those who understand either the 
Greek translation or Latin original, may easily 
be convinced of this ; and exactly so it is with 
the term Conqueror. In English it means what 
it commonly implies, but as the translation of the 
Latin term ** Conquestor/* it means no more than 
an Acquirer, as De Lolme, writing upon the Eng- 
lish Constitution, actually calls him, " William 
the Acquirer i* and an old and respectable anti- 
quary. Sir Henry Spelman, exactly so explains 
it, '' Conquestor dicitur qui Angliam conqmsivii, 
u e. acquisioit (purchased) non quod subegit ;'' 
herein agreeing with the good old women who 

VOL. I. I 
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attended William's hitA, and who haying quite 
a struggle with the new-born brat^ to get out of 
his clenched fist a parcel ^f straws he happened 
to catch hold o{, (his mother perhaps being lite<^ 
rally in the straw) made them say> in the way of 
prophecy 9 that he would be a great Acqmrer, 
which happening to accord with an odd dream of 
his mother, namely, that her b-w-ls extended 
over Normandy and England, seem to have fixed 
the title upon him ; though the historical oir* 
cumstances before related are certainly a better 
proof of the fact. I have gone a little out of my 
way, to explain this title more to the credit of 
my native country, especially as the French, 
overlooking as well as ourselves the original term 
Conquestor, generally call him Conquerant, which 
has no other sighification^ than that of acquiring 
hy force o{ arms. 

When England indeed had submittied, he trea^ 
ed it, as though it had been conquered, which 
shews that ^ur ancestors did wrong in receiving 
him so readily ; but it happened a great while 
ago, and had better be forgotten, than have its 
memortf preserved, aJ9 in many places it still is, by 
the tolling of the Curfew, which I take to be from 
its history a sad badge of slavery, though Vol-r 
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taire thinks otherwise, who supposes it to have 
been merely an ecclesiastical custom, and to 
guutl i^nst fire. But I doubt this. I belieye 
it to have been designed more to guard against 
conspiracy ; and to have been very tyraomical. 
The people of Kent should look to this : they 
boast particularly of having demanded and pro*> 
cured their privileges to bo preserved immedi- 
atriy after the Battle of Hastings ; and yet in 
Kent, I have frequently heard the Curfew, at the 
old hour of eight in a winter's evening. 

Strange titles some of the French Kings bore, 
and which are actually preserved in tiie wridngb 
of the greatest historians, being no doubt, how*^ 
ever strange, all jast. 

Charles the bald-fated (there was such anothek' 
in Germany 875) ; Lewis the Stutterer (there was 
an Emperor of the East, Michael, who had the 
same elegant appellation). Charles the Simple ; 
Charles and Lewis the Tat: Philip iStit^^Fair: 
Lewis tlie Sluggard, >or Xajtyp^oftes r Lewis the 
Qtfiifrd!io#ie riSolip'die Ijong. I question if Pepin 
the Great, was not Pepift the . IMe ; le Brtfmw 
his tide, and the^fcdlowiiigverae made upon hiia^ 
phdnly aUudes to his diminutive stature. . 

*♦ Ingentes Aminos h» parvn corpore rersat." 

i2 
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The House of Vahis had very favorable names ; 
fortunate, Good, toise, well-beloved, victorious, &c. : 
among the Bourbons there have been two Great, 
one Just, one well-beloved, and one longed-for . 

I have said that these names, however strange, 
are acknowledged by the gravest historians ; but 
in fact, so lately as in the year 1814, when the 
present King of France was recalled to his domi- 
nions, in the Constitutional Charter, published 
on his return, he speaks of his royal predecesr 
sors, Lewis the Fat and Philip the Fair, as if they 
were titles altogether as dignified and revered, 
as Saint Lewis, Philip Atiguste, and Henri Quar 
tre! These are certainly oddities, especially in 
so polite a people. What should we think of 
George IV. gravely speaking in his royal edicts 
of his renowned ancestors, Edward Long-shanks, 
or Richard Crook-back? 

Frederic Barbarossa, which certainly sounds 
very fine when so expressed, was nothing more, 
as I observed before, than Frederic with the red 
beard; but what sounds very grand in one lan- 
guage, is quite different in others. I remember 
hearing a person reading a paragraph in the 
newspaper, representing that the King of Sardi- 
nia and family, had retired for the summer, to 
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the enchanting and delightful palace of Stinkir^ 
Niggy : for so the Italian name sounded in his 
ears. The popular historian of the Fortunes of 
Nigel objected^ as he is careful to tell us^ to the 
calling his hero by the old name Duke Hildebrog 
had assigned to him in his manuscript, viz. 
Niggle ; and no doubt we are all disposed to give 
him credit for it. 

The Sir or Nick names of Kings are pretty 
old, though they do not appear to have prevailed 
generally, at least such as marked or denoted 
any particular bkmishes. In Rome we have Tar- 
quinius Superbus, Tarquin the Proud; Antoni- 
nus Pirn, 8lc. &c. In Egypt, Ptolemy PAt&i- 
delphtis, (which I suppose bore allusion to some 
affectionate trait in his character,) Ptolemy 
Euergetes (the benevolerd), Ptolemy Epiphanes, 
(the illustrums). 

Of the significant titles of the Pope, there 
is much to say ; at present I shall only observe, 
that it is odd (in the jumble of languages) 
that so notorious a Celibate should be a Papa : 
»MtT' e^oxw as it were ; or in other words. Pater 
Patrum, Father of Fathers, of which Papa is 
supposed by some to be an abbreviation; though 
I think it purely Greek, from Xlamvas (a word 
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rather ill-used by Aristophanes), or n«wof, 
which with a small addition might as well re- 
present the Pater Patrum as the Papa of the 
Romans. 

To shew the inconvenience of significant titles, 
we might be led to conclude from history, that 
in the long line of Spanish Kings, there has been 
as yet only one Chaste, Alphonsus the Second, 
and that as long ago as the ninth century ; one 
Good, Alphonsus the Ninth ; one Wise, Alphon*^ 
sus the Tent& ; one Just, Ferdinand the Fourth* 
But to make up for -this, there appears to have 
been also but one Cruel, Peter, though I think 
the sticcessor of Charles the Fifth might have 
made a Cruel the Second. Portugal had a truel 
one amongst her Kings, Peter I. but tlthen^ 
(what is odd enough) he was Just into the bar- 
gain. John II. had the honour of being ^* Per^ 
feet.** I need scarcely say, there was not more 
than one of thdse. 

. How much may be made of significant titles, 
or apt)ellations, specially kingly ones, by court 
sycophants and flatterers, we have a good proof 
in what happened in regard 16 Louis XIII. much 
at the expence, it must be owned, of all his pre- 
decessors, if not of Kings in general. This Kifag 
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was the " one Just** King of France of whom I 
have made mention; but so rare does this qua- 
lity appear to have b^en accounted in France, if 
not elsewhere, at that time, that more than one 
author was found, to give this one Just King 
credit for an earthquake that happened about ntite 
months before he was bom« *' Who could won- 
der," say they, " that a guilty world shpuld 
tremble when so just a sovereign was about to 
enter into it?" — *' Justo reob concepto, quidni 
Goatremisceret sibi tam mal^ conscius mundus?" 
See the Elog* Ludovici XIIL by Juglaris : but 
another writer, Ceriziers, in his Reflexions Pott- 
tiques, goes farther—" La terre trembloit," says 
he, " iie declare-t*elle pas sa peur ? Le jeune 
Prince a d^s le berceau assez de majesty pour 
se faire adorer^ asses de force pour se faire 
craindre. Laterre branle ; elle secoue ses tyrans 
qu'elle. ne peut plus soutenir IL la venue du justs 
qui se presente pour les punir, qui se montre 
pour les exterminer ; son seul regard en fait le 
supplice," 

Who that knows any thing of Shakespeare, 
upon reading such things, can avoid thinking of 
Glendower and Hotspur, or fail to surmise, 
that, if» 
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At bis birth 



The frame and the foundation of tbe earth 

Shook like a coward." — 

— — " So it would have done 



At the same season, if his mother's cat 

Had kitten'd, tho^ himself bad ne'er been born \" 

Among the significant titles given to the 
French Kings, I cannot omit to notice that of 
Faineans, sluggards, or doers-of-nothing ; (for 
that I think is the real meaning of the word,) in 
Latin insensati, or to be as brief, and at the same 
time as correct as possible, fools ! There were 
between xxx and xl of these kings of the 
Merovingian race ; and to shew that the title was 
judged to be very fairly assigned to them, a 
perfectly grave historian thus records their suc- 
cession — " Post Dagobertum, regnavit Daniel, 
clericus insensatus, fraterejus; Post CAi^pe^ 
ricum, Regem insensatum, regnavit, solo 
nomine, Hendericus insensatus, consanguineus 
ejus ; Post Hendericum, regnavit solo nomine, 
Childericus insensatus, frater ejus." That is, 
one fool followed another, to the end of the 
chapter. I must however observe, in justice to 
these unhappy princes, that they appear not only 
to have been made fools, but studiously kq^t so, 
by their much wiser Maires dii Palais, who finally 
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stepped into their shoes. It was during the 
time of these Faineans that the elegant name of 
Hammerer was given to the father of Pepin, on 
account of the heavy strokes he inflicted on the 
Saracens; who^ but for him, would probably 
have over-run the kingdom of France. Such is 
the interpretation of the celebrated name of 
Charles-MARTEL ! ' 

That distinguished Philosopher, Critic and 
Historian, Bayle, got into a scrape with Queen 
Christina of Sweden, upon certain points of 
courtly etiquette connected with the subject I 
am upon. It seems he had called her, in his 
periodical work, ^* Nouvelles de la Republique 
des Lettres,*' Christina without any adjunct. 
An Officer of the Queen's household, (if not in- 
deed rather the Queen herself) remonstrated 
with him, insisting that he ought at least to 
have said Queen Christina, though it was custo- 
mary enough to say Lewis XIV. or James II. 
the ordinal numbers attached being in them- 
selves marks of distinction sufficiently regal. 
From this charge Bayle was at no loss to de- 
fend himself, by shewing that it was more dig- 
nified to use the simple name, in a case where 
it had been rendered so illustrious, than attempt 
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to set it off by superfluous titled. Thiat it was 
never customary to say King Francis L or the 
Emperor Charles V.^ but more simply Francis I. 
and Charles V.^ and though the ordinals are 
here introduced, yet the name alone in many 
cases would be more dignified ; as we should 
say, Alexander was the pupil of Aristotle, with- 
out expressly calling him* King of Macedon — 
Constantine,Theodosiu8, Justinian, are instances 
to the same effect, as well as the father of the 
Queen herself; wluMn, since his heroic exploits 
in the field, it had been usual to call Gustavus 
Adolphus — with this excuse her Majesty ap- 
peared to be abundantly satisfied. The ex- 
pressions of her Secretary or Amanuensis, are 
rather striking. ^^ Sa Majeste ne tfouve pas 
que ce soit manquer au respect qu'oB; lui doit, 
que de ne Tappeller simplement qu^ du nom 
de Christine, elle a irendu en effet ce nom si 
illustre qu'il n'a plus besoin d'aucune autre dis- 
tinction, et tons les titres les plus nobles, et les 
plus augustes, dont on pourroit I'accompagn^r 
ne scauroient rien ajouter £l F^clat qu'il s'est 
4eja acquis dans le monde/'-^A case something 
similar is related of a Gascon Officer, who being 
in the field, and speaking loud to his fellow 
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Officers, happened to say, as he was leaying 
ihem, with rather a consequential air, '' I am 
going to dine with ViUanJ^ The Mareschal de 
Villars being close behind him, said to him. On 
account of n^y rank as General, and not on ac- 
count of my merit, say Monsieur de Villars. 
The Ga8<5on with great readiness replied. Zounds 
Sir, we don't say Mr. CsBsar, (Monsieur de Cse- 
sar !) — ^but to return to Bayle. 

He coiiimitted another breach of etiquette 
with regard to Queen Christina, of which it is 
curious to see the notice that was taken. In 
citing' cme of her letters to a Chevalier Terlon, 
he mdde it end with the common terms, Je 9ui$, 
&c. Sec. upon which he received the following 
remonstrance. '^ Sa Majest6 ne desavoue paa 
la Lettre qu'on a imprim^e sous sa nom, et que 
Yous rapportez dans vos iwuvette$: iln*yaque 
le mot de ' Je suis' k la fin, qui n'est pas d'elle^ 
nn homme d'esprit comme vous, devoit bien 
avoir fmt cette reflexion, et Tavoir corrig6. 
TJne Reine comnie elle ne pent se servir de ce 
terme, qu'avec tres-peu de personnes,'et M. de 
Terlon n'est pas de nombre;" M. Bayle him* 
self, indeed, was not of the number, as may be 
seen by her Majesty's own letters to him;^ 
which conclude, *' Dieu vous prospere,*^ Christine 
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Alexandre. A man can lose nothing one should 
think by receiving a blessing instead of a con- 
descension. But M. Bayle was very unfortu- 
nate^ for he erred again, by calling her Majesty 
^^ famous ;" which in French, Latin, and Italian, 
had different meanings. He was therefore 
gravely admonished by the Queen's Advocate, 
to avoid all ambiguous terms in addressing 
crowned heads. You should select, says his 
correspondent, in speaking of such high per- 
sonages, golden or silken words, '* des parollet 
JCor et de soye^* — ^This master of the ceremonies 
concludes with inviting Bayle to write to the 
Queen herself, but on no account to call her 
Serenissima, ** most serene,'' for it was too com^ 
mon for her ! 

From what has been said, it appears, that 
under certain circumstances, it is even a greater 
honor to lose a title, than to gain one. Bacon, 
Clarendon, and Newton, are beyond comparison 
greater than lA)rd Bacon, Lard Clarendon, or 
Sir Isaac Newton^ And who would ever think 
of quoting Mr. Shakespeare, or Mr. Milton; 
Mr. Dryden, or Mr. Pope ? We have a modem 
instance of a still more curious distinction ; the 
omission of the surname. The French calling 
Rousseau^ " Jean Jaques.'' 
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POPE HOLINESS. 

I HAVE spoken of the Cardinars Title; but I 
believe the Pope's Title of " Holiness'' might be 
cited as amongst the most flagrant instances of 
the abuse of significant Titles. I am not going 
to treat the Popes as they fonnerly were treated 
by Protestant writers. They have for some 
time conducted themselves with hx greater mo- 
deration than their predecessors, and the pre- 
sent Pope*, (Pius VII.) is too well known to ui 
all, to be spoken of with any sort of disrespect. 
But yet I should doubt whether it befits any 
man with a triple croum to assume a title which 
bespeaks such a conformity, not only to the 
will, but to the very nature of God, as to be 
entirely detached from the principles and prac- 
tice, maxims and customs, of this wicked world. 
How strangely must the title of Holiness have 
sounded when applied to such a Pontiff as 
Boniface VIIL of whom it was said, that he 

* He is no longer to, having terminated a long life, and trouble* 
some reign, in the interval between tlie publication of the first and 
present editiop. 
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crept into the Papacy like a Fox, ruled like a 
Lion, and died like a Dog ! Intravit ut VtUpes, 
regnavit ut Leo, mortuus est ut Cards — and whose 
awn ideas of that HoUness without which " no 
man shall see the Lord/' stand recorded in his 
Decretal de mqjoratu et obedientid, in these words ; 
^' porro subesse humano Poatifici amnes creatwas 
humanas, deelaramus, didmus, definimus, et pro* 
nuneiamus omtdno esse de necessitate Salutis'' That 
is, JB plain terms, that the entire submission of 
all men liring to the Pope <^ Rome, isindispen-^ 
sably necessaiy to their salvation ! The Aposde 
tells us, we must ^' perfect Holiness in the fear 
of God ;" Boni&ce VIIL insisted upon it that 
Holiness was to be perfected in the fear (>f man! 
And that man, no other than himself, the Pope 
of Rome ! Philip the Fair of France had the 
courage to dispute this solemn decree, and to in- 
sist upon more liberty being granted, both to 
himself and subjects, and he wrote to Rome to 
say so. And what is odd enough, exchanged 
the title of" Holiness,'' for that of " Sottishness," 
for so he actually began his letter, " Sciat tuii 
maxima Fatuitas, &c. !" I would have your 
great Sottishness to know, &c. &c. 

The Popes would have done better to stick to 
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another title which used to be given to thenw 
namely^ your ** beatitude^" for this is a title of 
extensive import, and might express what many 
Popes have been, without being naturally either 
My ox biased: as happy, joyful, rich, widjruit^ 
ful ! Holiness was a title indeed not confined 
originally to the Popes or Bishops of Rome ; 
many other personages were judged to be quite 
as holy in ancient times ^ even Emperors and 
Kings, in virtue of being anointed with holy oil 
at their Coronation. According to Du Conge, 
indeed, some of our own Kings have been so 
called. No wonder that such oily holiness should 
have slid out of fashion. I trust that the hohf 
Office, or holy Inquisition, as it is called, (not 
to mention the holy Alliance) is likely to take the 
same turn. 

I do not much like the Popes* adopted names, 
if I may so call them ; especially when I com- 
pare them with their histories. Boniface, Felix, 
Formosus, Leo, Sinq)licius, or Urban, might do 
occasionally ; but what are we to think of XIV 
Benedicts, (whether we understand by that title 
blessed or well spoken qf) V Cele^ines, XII Cle^ 
ments, IV Victors, VII Pii, and XII Imocents? 
We have all heard of one Pope Imoeent, in 
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those pretty lines on the Infant of Sir Thomas 
Pope^ which, as peculiarly applicable, may not 
improperly be repeated here. The lines are said 
to have been put into the hands of the child 
when it was presented to King James I. who hap- 
pened in his progress to come to the house of Sir 
Thomas, soon after his lady had been delivered 
of a daughter. 

" S€e ! this little Mistress here, 

Did never sit in Peter's chair, 

Or A triple Crowu did wear. 
And yet she is a Pope ! 

No Benefice she ever sold. 

Nor did dispense with sins for Gold : 

She hardly is a se'miight old, 
And jet she is a Pope. 

No King her feet did ever kiss, 

Or had from her worse look than this ; 

Nor did she ever hope, 

To saint one with a rope, 
And yet she is a Pope. 
A Female Pope yoa'U say — a second Joan ; 
No, sure, she is Pope Innocent, or none." 

I suppose the name of the Pope who, accord^ 
ing to Platina, first laid aside his own name on 
coming to the Papacy, (Sergius II.) had a bad 
sound in all languages. It was undoubtedly 
bad enough in English, being no other than 
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Pigs-mouth, or Swines-snout ; Bocca-porco. This 
Pope lived about the middle of the ninth cen- 
tury. It is not however quite certain that he 
was the first who gave up his own name ; Platina 
I believe is the only authority for it. 

The three crowns added to the original Cap 
or Tiara of the Pope, (Which by the bye was a 
Persian Diadem) are said to have been annexed, 
the first by John XXIII. the second by Boni- 
face VIII. the third by Benedict XII. And to 
represent his Holiness's triple capacity, as High 
Priest, Supreme Judge, and sok Legislator of the 
Christians; a power, pretty well expressed in 
the following address of the senior Cardinal at 
the Coronation, when he places the Tiara on 
the new Pope's head. " Accipe tiaram, tribu» 
Coronis omatam, et scias te Patrem esse, Prin- 
cipum et Regimi, Rectorem orbis, in terr& Vi- 
carium Salvatoris nostri J. C." I wonder they 
have not found means to add a fourth crown, if 
it were but to save them from the banter of our 
English Hudibras ; 

*' For M the Pope, thtt keeps the Gate 
Of HetyeD, wears three Crowns of State > 

- So he that keeps the Gate of Hell, 
Proud Cerberus, wears three heads as well." 
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Bat Bome Popes must hare been proof against 
banter, when they could allow themselves to be 
styled " Ymr HoUness/- for the title. itself was 
banter to such immoral wretches as &c. &c. &c* 
&c. : and this upon a principle, not only ac- 
Imowledged, but acted upon by some nations, 
though my memory is so treacherous, that I 
cannot just at present name them ; but I cer- 
tainly have read that in some countries or other, 
it was customary to punish delinquents, of va« 
rious descriptions, by summoning them to appear 
before a public tribunal, to be praised and cam^' 
mended for the particular virtue most directly 
opposed to the wickedness, vice, or folly to 
which they were addicted* The unehaste was 
praised for his chastity ; the liar for his regard to 
truth : the drunkard ibr his sobriety : tikefraudu" 
lent for his honesty ; the proud for his humility ; 
and the cruel for his tender heattedness. In the 
old and very curious description of Stanihurst, 
we are told that the title of our friend and ac- 
quaintance. Little John, was giv«n him much 
after this manner, and he cites Hector Boethim 
as almost an eye-witness to the fact, for he had 
seen, it appears, one of his bones, ^^ the buckle 
or hip-bone, of such a size, that bey tng suted to 
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the o&ket parted of his body, did ttrgne the man 
to have bene 14 foote long, which was a prety 
length for a little John ! Whereby appeareth 
that he was called a Li^k John ironically, lyke 
as we terme him cmi honest man, whom we take 
for a knave \^ gtayne!* In this way then the 
title of *^ Holiness^ might reasonably have been 
adjudged to the veiy worst in the long list of 
Sovereign Pontiffs — -of whom some were un*- 
dottbtedly bad enough ; others perhaps slandered 
by their enemies, for we 'liiust mot trust to all that 
has beeti said against them, as gross exaggera^ 
tions have been detected. . i * » 

'* As Virtue," says the Spectator, " is the most 
reasonable and genuine source of Honor, we ge- 
nerally find in titles an intimation of some parti^ 
cular merit, that should recommend men to the 
high stations which they possess. Holiness is 
ascribed to the Pope ; Majesty to Kings ; Sere- 
nity or mildness of temper to Princes? Excel* 
lence or Perfection to Embassadors; Grace to 
Archbishops ; Honor to Peers ; Worship or 
venerable behaviour to Magistrates ; and Re* 
verence, which is of the same import as the former, 
to the inferior Clergy. 

" In the founders of great families, such attri- 
k2 
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butes of honor are generally correspondent with 
the virtues of that person to whom they are ap- 
plied ; but in the descendants they are too often 
the marks rather of grandeur than of merit. The 
stamp and denomination still continues^ but the 
intrinsic value is frequently lost. The death-bed 
shews the emptiness of titles in a true light. A 
poor dispirited sinner lies trembling under the 
apprehensions of the state he is entering on, and 
is asked by a grave attendant how his Holiness 
does ? Another hears himself addressed to un- 
der the title of Highiess or Excellency, who lies 
under such mean circumstances of mortality, as 
are the disgrace of human nature. Titles at such 
a time look rather like insults and mockery than 
respect.** 
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Our Sovereigns have laid aside the title of King 
of France, and I think as things stand, becom* 
ingly and properly; though I doubt about the 
propriety of omitting to quarter the arms, for it 
was the Salic Law alone I apprehend which ex- 
cluded our Edward the Third from the inherit- 
ance ; and if that should ever come to be set 
aside, and the subjects of the French Crown 
should have to find an heir of the female line, I 
know not but the descendants of Edward the 
Third would be able to make out a very fair 
title to it. Queen Elizabeth was resolved that 
even the Salic Law itself should not stand in 
her way, but that if she could not be Queen, she 
would be King of France, for she neither altered 
the arms or titles appertaining to her regalities. 
The Scdic Law has always been very question- 
able ; as Montaigne observes, it Mras never seen 
by any one, " cette loy, que nul ne vit, onques,** 
and if it ever existed, appears not to have been 
pleaded or acted upon till almost nine whole 
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centuries after it was first enacted. For my own 
party I think Edward the Third's claim to the 
crown was a very fair one, nor can I much blame 
Archbishop Chicheley for advising Henry the 
Fifth to revive it. I confess, I do not see why 
the arms should not still have been quartered, 
according to our own laws of heraldry, as well 
as the laws of the kingdom, which would have 
made Edward heir to his mother^s patrimonial in- 
heritance. 

It is. odd enough that our heirs apparent 
sihould bear a title which in French as regularly 
expresses Prince of France as their English titl^ 
does that of Waks^ " Prince des GaUes;^^ and 
which is moreover said by antiquaries^ to be the 
most original title of the two, and to point out 
the close connection between tbe two countries; 
Britsdn having been peopled from Gaul, and 
Wales being the true seat of the most ancient 
Britons ; so that Wales and Walish, or Webh^ 
are no other than Galles and Gallish^ by a change 
of G into W, according to ik$ custom, of the 
Saxons. After the dreadful transactions at Pacia^ 
on the 10th of August^ 1792^ wbeo th^ woiodwas 
given to efface every mark of royalty to be found 
in the streets and squares of that city, the Prince 
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de Galles was immediately taken down from the 
hotel of that name. 

If our Kings continue the title of Defender of 
die Faith, (not Jirst granted, but coa^krmed to 
them by Papal authority, as well as afterwards 
by Act of Parliament,) I see no reason for their 
haring ^ven up the title of ** Most Christian^* 
which Henry VIL bore, and which was also c(»i^ 
firmed to Henry VIII. by the Lateran Council 
under Julius IL — I look upon the title " Ckristi-- 
amsmnu$9^ to belong quite as much to the King 
of England as to the King of France. As a su- 
perlative, we may reasonably say it cannot be- 
long to both ; but if it be so, it only makes the 
case the stronger, I believe few people know 
pi fact* that it did ever belong to the Kings of 
this country. But it certainly did> and I do not 
see why it should have been so readily aban- 
doned to a rival. I have been the more particu- 
lar upon this, perhaps, from a slight feeling of 
jealousy ; for it must be acknowledged that 
while our Sovereigns were members of the Church 
of Rome, they were placed below, the Kings of 
France. The Emperor, for instance, was ac- 
Qounied the eldest scm of the Church, ** FiUus ma^ 
jer Ecdesue;^* the King of France the s&un^ son. 
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or " Filius mmor^^ and the King of England 
Filim tertius, or indeed no son at all, but *' adop- 
tivus,** the third or adapted son. Surely our Pro- 
testant Kings, when they renounced this parents- 
age and brotherhood, had no occasion to continue 
the rank so arbitrarily assigned to them. They 
never meant to acknowledge that after the Re-* 
formation they became less than true Sons of the 
Church, setting aside however the Popish gra- 
dations of first, second, and third. And this 
being so in all reason, and ** Christianissimus,^ 
or '' Most Christian," having once been a legi- 
timate title of the Kings of England, I think it 
should rather have been studiously retained,' 
than carelessly abandoned. Not that I would 
have it so resumed as to pick a quarrel virith 
France, or to appear a mere act of pride and 
arrogance ; but I do not see, why, according to 
the principles of Protestantism, and of our 
Church, which we publicly avow to be a pure 
and apostolical branch of the Church Universal,, 
we should suffer that title to pass from us to a 
Prince, not only a member of the Church of 
Rome, but according to the dictates of the latter, 
having a priority assigned to him, to which we 
have no longer any reason to submit. Old Doc- 
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tor Peter Heylyn, in his Help to English His- 
tory, refers us upon these points, to two works, 
which not being within my reach, I will thank 
any of my readers to consult for me, (if the titkf 
tempt them) and transmit whatever they may 
find there, conducive to the improvement of this 
passage in future editions, if the public should 
choose to call for them. The reference runs thus. 
" For which and other proofs hereof, consult the 
Epistle Dedicatory before Dr. Cracanthorp against 
the arch-Bishop of Spalato, and Sir Isaac Wake, 
in his Rex Platomcus/^ 

The titles of our Sovereigns have undergone 
many changes. Henry IV. was His Grace; 
Henry VI. His Excellent Grace: Edward IV. 
High and mighty Prince: Henry VII. sometimes 
Grace and sometimes Highness ; Henry VIII. first 
Highness, then Majesty. Now sacred Majesty, and 
most excellent Majesty. James the First, it has 
been said, was the first ** Sacred Majesty." Miss 
Aikin calls it an inappropriate title; in some 
senses it may be so, but not in all. 

When the King is called Sir, I think it is ge- 
nerally done virith too little ceremony and dis- 
tinction. It is the appellation indeed of all the 
Royal Family; but in the case of the King 
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himself, it might surely be pronounced Sire, as 
Pater Patria, which the King is. This seems 
i^ be the more proper, as it is otherwise an ap- 
pellation reaching from the Sovereign to any 
body we please. It is indeed^ strictly speaking, 
equivalent to Domine, and therefore the same as 
Jjcyrd, to those who happen to be Lords, and to 
whom it was given in past times, as well as to 
Knights; which latter now prefix it to their 
names as Knights Bachelors ; it belongs also to 
Bachelors of Arts, in the Universities; nor is it very 
long ago, since, (as I have be^n told) it was ac- 
tually so used^ the Bachelors there being called 
Sir A. and Sir B. not however by their Christian 
but their Sir or Sur-names. 

If the following story be true, which Hume 
has adopted as such, and I believe with good 
reason, the term Sir might be applied to the 
Sovereign himself as a Knight. When Edward 
the First proposed to send the Earl of Hertford 
with an army into Gascony, the Earl refused to 
comply with the order, and s^n altercation ensu- 
ing, the King at last said, " Sir Earl, l^y 0-— d 
you shall go or hang.** " By G-^ Sir King," 
said the Earl, *' I will neither go nor hang." 

It is rather odd, but I believe true enough. 
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that the Eang's Grandson must be his Nephew, 
to obtain his proper rank, no such personage 
being distinctly mentioned in the famous Sta- 
tute 31st Henry VIII. But as Nq^ is men- 
tioned, and Nqm happens to be Latin for Nc 
phew and Grandson too, that able Lawyer Sir 
Edward Coke, wisely determined them to be 
the same, to the great behoof of all the royal 
NepotuU (as Plautus would call them) born since, 
or yet to be born. 

There is an old story rekting to the royal 
arms of England, (which, if it be older than the 
Hanoverian Succession, I should conclude to be 
the invention of some staunch Whig or Anti^ 
jucobite, the Unicom being the Scotch supporter;) 
every body, I dare say, has heard and repeated 
it in his childhood. 

The Lion and the Unicorn fought for the Crown, 
The lion beat the Unicom all aboot th'e town ! 

Whatever this might mean, there really was a 
contest once, a true heraldic battle between three 
English leopards and a Scotch lion. The case 
was this. On the accession of Japies the First 
to, the united kingdoms of England and Scot- 
land, the Scottish heralds insisted upon it, tha$ 
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the three leopards anciently borne in the Eng* 
lish banner, were originally only the arms of 
the Dukedoms of Normandy and Aquitaine, and 
were therefore to give precedency to the Mngly 
lion of Scotland. The leopards disputed the 
fact of their being only Ducal leopards, as the 
lion pretended, and refused to resign their regal 
privileges. Nay they claimed to be lions as well 
as the one from Scotland, though having both 
their eyes wide open, it made them look like French 
leopards, but that in truth they were proper Eng- 
lish lions guardant, introduced by Henry II. A 
case, which the CxarterKing of Arms, (William 
Segar) actually undertook to make good, by 
going so deeply into the question as to examine 
and account for all the arms and badges of the 
Kings of England, from the time of King Bmttis, 
a thousand years before the Incarnation, to the 
year one thousand six hundred years after. — 

For my own part I think the English quadru- 
peds were quite in the right to stand upon their 
antiquity and regality, and that they really were 
lions. For Canute, I see, had three Uons, Wil- 
liam the Conqueror two, and Henry II. three, as 
Mr. Garter asserted; Edward the Third first 
quartered them with the arms of France. How- 
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ever the dispute between the present parties 
was very amicably settled ; for they were all put 
into one shield; the three Hans on the dexter 
side or post of honor, but impaling, or taking 
into close union, the Scotch lion rampant, with 
his double tressure fiory and counter fiory, &c. 
&c. And so they would have remained to this 
day, but that the removal of the French arms 
gave them both more room; still they are closely 
conjoined, and long may they continue so, hav* 
ing besides the Irish harp to afford them melody, 
and keep up the harmony between them. For, 
Quis Separabit ? To apply the '* well-ordered motto** 
as it has been properly called, of the order of St. 
Patrick. 

As I began my book virith a passage from that 
celebrated Pursuivant at Arms, Mr. John GtitY- 
/tm, I ought, I think, to acknowledge, that he 
takes a different view of the point I have been 
just discussing. He thinks Duke William of 
Normandy, (our William the Conquestor) brought 
two leopards with him from Normandy; (how 
they got to Normandy I cannot pretend to say)— 
that Henry the Second having married Eleanor, 
daughter and heir of the Duke of Aquitaine and 
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Gnteime,' annexed her lion, • or paternal coat^ 
being of the swtaejield, metal and fcrm of the 
leopards^ and' so from thenceforth, 8cc. 8cc. &c. 
they all became Uons ! But if this were so, why 
did not the Scotch lion join them as the Aqui- 
tftine lion had condescended to do ; and then 
Aey D^ould at least have been equal, viz. four 
lionfs, or two lions to two leopards. Edward the 
Third and his successors suffered the French' 
arms to be marshalled before the Imperial 2ata» 
of England. For this reason, says Master Guil-J 
lim, " to shew their most undottbted title to that 
kingdom.*' Surely'then we should have kept 
up some memorials of tiiis claim, to a^oidi at 
least that counter-plea of the law, which from 
the French themselves is termed Laches: that 
is, if I understand it aright, an( implied abandon* 
ment. One good thing has followed from our 
dropping the title of *' King of France ;'' cmr offi- 
cial correspondence with Foreign Courts, instead 
of being carried on in Frettch, which used to be 
the case, is now, invariably I believe, carried on 
in the English language. As I profess to pick up 
all the stories that happen to come in my way, 
that do fairly and without any need o{ distortion. 
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apply to my subject, I shall here introduce one, 
which is certainly not inapplicable to the official 
regulation I have j^ist mentioned. 

During the war between England and Spain^ 
in the time of Queen Elisabeth, dommissioners 
on bodi sides were appointed to treat of peaoe> 
The Spanish Commissioners proposed that the 
negotiations should be carried on in the Fr&ich 
tongue, obsenring sarcastically, that ^' the gen- 
tlemen of England could not be ignorant of the 
language of their fellow subfects, their Queen 
being Queen of France as well as England.^ 
" Nay, in faith gentlemen/' replied Dr/Dale^ 
one of the English Commissioners, '' the French 
is too Tulgar for a business of this importance | 
we will thierefore, if you please, rather treat in 
Hebrew, the language of Jerusalem, of which 
your Master cdlls himself King, and in which 
you must of course be as well skilled as we are in 
French:' 
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[l FEBL compelled to make an addition to the 
foregoing section, which those who may have 
bought my book, merely for amusement sake, 
will do well to skip over. I give this notice, be- 
cause one of my Reviewers, civil and courteous 
enough in all other instances, has charged the 
Author with being *' not averse (occasionally) to 
waste a good deal of his tediousness upon the 
public." Tediousness in the abstract, must be 
a very odd thing to waste upon any body, but 
" Aw tediousness" brings it home to me. Now if 
ever there were a book written for a variety of 
readers, it is surely my own, and therefore in 
vindication of myself, I shall boldly appeal to 
the old school maxim, " quicquid recipitur, redpi" 
tur ad modum redpientis ;" what appears tedious 
to one class of Readers, may excite a very lively 
interest in others. Heraldry, the very subject 
of my book, is no doubt very dull and tedious 
reading to some; genealogy worse than that: 
but even history, if it be too particular, will be 
found wearisome to many : and yet, I must, like 
a true Herald, take up the gauntlet, if challenged 
upon such points. And this has been the case, in 
regard to the little I have said about Edward III., 
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ia the foregoing section ; a sensible and intelligent 
correspondent having, upon very fair grounds, 
called me to account, for what, if he be altoge- 
ther right, would amount to false heraldry, and 
perverted history ; I owe him many thanks for 
the great pains he has taken to set me right, but 
shall hope to be able to shew, that the only dif» 
ference between us is, that we do not happen to 
take the same views of a very perplexed point 
of history, and as things were settled at the 
time, he must necessarily have the best of the 
argument. Indeed, he has the consent of so 
many great and able writers for all that he ad- 
vances, that if I felt myself destitute of all col- 
lateral support, I should gladly avail myself of 
the opportunity afforded me of expunging the 
whole passage in this edition of my book, to 
obviate all further mistakes ; for, trifling as the 
nature of my work may appear to some readers; 
I am far from being indifferent to its credit in 
the references I make to history. 

I have, as it will be seen, expressed a doubt 
(no more) whether our Sovereigns ought, in re- 
linquishing the Title of King of France, to have 
abandoned, at the same time, the quartering of 
the 'French firms, toriginally introduced by Ed- 
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ward the Third. I have ventured to call hi$ 
claim to the Freuch crown a/afV one^ for those 
times, and his insertion of the French arms 
therefore in the regal atchievement of Englan^d, 
not repugnant either to the Uw of the land> or 
our own laws of heraldry. The objections to this 
cm the part of my learned correspondent, are 
certainly very weighty and highly desenring of 
attention. After noticing the suspicions and 
doubts I have depressed, he reminds me, that 
^' the arms borne by the reigning family of these 
realms, are m^ely ' arms of dominion/ For, 
<and he allows me to take advantage of it as an 
" heraldic anomaly/^) according to the laws of 
arms, the royal family have no Qther right tp 
the ancient ensigns of England. He concludes 
tha,t I must be aware, that a descent from ap 
heiress or co-heiress of any particular family, 
can alone constitute the right of quartering 
the arms of that house. Hence, as there are 
many descendants living from the Princess Hen- 
rietta Mary, daughter of Charles the Firsts sister 
of Charles II. and James II., and niece of Eliza* 
beth Stuart, who married the Elector Palatine, 
ancestor of his present Majesty, such right 
could not exist through a descent from her. Thus 
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instead of the laws of armft assigning a right to 
the present King of England, to quarter the arnm 
of France, they would not permit him, (except- 
ing as being the lums of his dominions) eren to 
use those of England ; and in this view of the 
question the King of Sardinia, and the Duke of 
Orleans, hare greater pretensions to them than 
the King of England himself; these Princes 
being the representatites of the Princess Hen«- 
rietta, who, on the extinction of the itMsue of 
James the Second, became the ftole heir^ds of the 
blood of the Stuart Kings of England. The arms 
of the King then being nothing but amu of do^ 
mmon, he deems it to be much more consonant 
to the dignified character of thid country, that 
her ensigns should not eithibit so strange^ and 
indeed absurd an anomaly, as that of assuming 
through them a claim, which has been long since 
laid aside." 

AH this is indisputably truei, and perfectly 
correct ; according to the view, ^e, in common 
with many distinguished writers^ takes of the 
subject J but even this representation of mat- 
ters surely tends to prove one thing in my fa- 
vor, namely, that arms of dominion and arms 
of blood, are subject to very different laws, 
l2 
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and that certain national disqualifications may 
turn arms of dominion aside from the rightful 
and direct heir, superseding the strict laws of 
heraldry, which would confine them exclusively 
to the heirs by blood. And if this be the case, 
the question is still open, whether Edward had 
originally any fair right to quarter the arms 
of France with his other arms of dominion ? I 
have said that the Salic law alone, excluded him 
from the throne of France on the death of his 
uncle, Charles the Fourth. The Salic law had 
previously set aside many persons intermediate 
between Edward and his maternal grandfather, 
Philippe-Le-Bel, and so far may be said to have 
operated in his favor, as may be seen by the fol- 
lowing sketch, in which the females removed are 
marked in Italics. 

PHILIPPE-LE-BEL. 

! 

Louis X. Le Hntin. Isabella Philippe-Ie-Long Cbaries-Ie-^Bel, 
Joatma Edward III. Z daughters 2 daughters. 

The Salic law, (as decided at the time) may 
be said to have intercepted the claims of Joanna, 
daughter of Louis X., of the three daughters of 
Philippe-le-Long, of the two daughters of Charles 
IV., and of Isabella, mother of Edward. Ed- 
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ward's claim therefore was not a claim of rqifre' 
sentation, as was pretended by the French^ but 
merely of proximity of blood. Representation 
would have rather established the claims of the 
King of Navarre^ grandson of Louis X. Edward 
claimed merely as the nearest male relation of 
Charles IV. and Philippe-le-Bel ; not properly 
excluded by the previously acknowledged dis- 
qualifications of the Salic law. The claim of his 
competitor^ Philippe-de-Valois, rested equally 
on the exclusion of all the female descendants 
of Philippe-le-Bel^ but the Salic law was carried 
one step farther in his favor^ even to the exclusion 
of all the direct Capetian line, and to the intro- 
duction of a collateral branchy uninterruptedly 
deduced through males. 

• Such was the genealogical state of the case/ 
subject to the operation and correction of what 
was strangely enough called the Salic law, just 
recognized for the first time, as a fundamental law 
of the realm. For, until the death of Louis X., 
the eleventh in descent from Hugh Capet, the 
question had never been brought imder discus- 
sion; and then, so far from its being gene- 
rally admitted to be a known fundamental law 
of the kingdom, it was so strongly disputed, by 
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three of the nearest relatkos of the crown, 
the Duke of Burgundy, Charles-de-Yalois, and 
Charles Earl of March, (afterwards C%arlea 
tihe Fourth,) in faf^^ar of Joanna, daughter of 
Lquis X., that the coronatioa of her unclQ Philip 
was ohlig^ to he performed at RhQims, with 
th^ gates olQsed* AnK>ng these fffponetas^ of the 
Smtk h»Ox it is certainly ourious that we should 
htite to reckon CharUs'<fe-F«fow, who seems to 
have been so little atrucik with what Mr. Huj»q 
«alls the ** ^li e^iAlkM opinion in France, of 
tqvvi authority with the mosit express and posi-» 
tive law," via. that of excluding from the throne 
£ar ever, the female Uae,^ as to have OTerlookod 
the chaneea that might present themsdhres, 
through the operation of that law, in. favor of 
his own family. Even in regard to the opposi- 
tion of Philip himself to the claims of Joatma, 
daughter of Lewis X., Mably, reviewing the case 
so lately as towarda the middle of the last cen^ 
tury, makes no seruple to say, '^ Je ne devine 
point qneHes raisons il powvoit alMgver powr 
delendre« et fairs iraloir sea prelentioABw Auroi<H 
il cttj^ la loi salique et la ooulunve dea deux pre* 
midres races t II n*Y amt pats vraisraablable- 
iQent deux hooa^ies dans )e royaume qui en ftis- 
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sefnt instrnitfl. Aiiroit41 parI6 des peoples lee 
plus c^l^btes de Tantiquit^ T Philippe^e-Loiig 
et lei Francis ignoroietit palrfiutemetit Thiiktoife 
ancienhe. Auh>it41 pteteiidtt que lee fcAdtittieHi 
bom6es pair lent foiblesde aiuc eioitiis iooAofodqueti 
de leur maiaron^ fiont in6apablea de gouvemer utte 
nation? On ne Tauroit pas entendu^ tnt lee 
Frangais ^toient galans, et k leur chevalerie 
pr^s^ qui lei^ avoit endurcis k la fatigue^ ils 
n'6toient gu^re plus instruitd deft deroitd du 
gouvetnement et de Fadministration que la 
lemme la pins ignorante. Ils 6toient accoti* 
tum6s k voir tomber en quenouille les pltuf 
gtand^ principaut^s ; et puisqu'ih avoient souf- 
fert que des princesses gourerhassent en qtta^ 
litd de r6gentes^ ils deroient ^re di^pos^s a leur 
deferer la royaut6." On tbe death of Charles the 
Fourth the question was again agitated ; left to 
be so indeed by Charles himself; who, do ikr 
fh)m being satisfied eren then with the former de-^ 
cision, is supposed to hare indulged some hopes 
that his daughter might be itllowed to succeed 
in preference to the eoUaierat branch of ValoiSf 
The last decision in fkvor of Philip VI., to the 
exdnsion of Edward, was not the work of die 
States Qeneral, which many thought neoessaiy, 
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but q{ certain commiisiontrs, against whone authcK 
rity to detennine the case^ especially in his non- 
age^ Edward protested ; and Aot without reason* 
if wbat Rapin says be correqt^ namely^ that they 
weare all the relations and friends of Philip, pre* 
judiced against Edw&rd both as a minor and a 
iforeigner^ which induced Edward^ in his letter 
to the Pope, 1337^ to assert that he had been 
7 deprived of the crown by a rmh and uiyust 
sentence." The pase was a very extraordinary 
one ; one which though apparently so recently 
settled^ might require revisal; for vi^ho could 
^ave foreseen so strange a combination of cir- 
cumstances, namely^ that, though Philip the 
Foui^th had ybtur children, three 50115, and one 
daughter f all of whom besides had issue by mar** 
ri^ge, the prown should pass into a collateral 
branch for want of heirs. Edward,^ it is true* 
was a foreigner by birth, but it deserves to be 
considered, that the English Kings of those 
days^ through their feudal possessions, were» 
in a very eminent degree. Frenchmen also«r 
The nobles of England even prided themselves 
on their French l^xtraction, and spoke French 
not only at court, but in common discourse. 
Considering, then, the novelty of the questicm 
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at that time/ and the extreme obscurity of the 
Salic law, (if not its absolute non-existence as 
affecting the succession to the crown ;) consi- 
dering besides that Edward's claim> as nexi- 
o^kin, heir mak nearest in blood to the pre-" 
ceding n^onarch^ would not in other countries 
of western Europe have been reckoned extra- 
vagant^ (though some indeed have said others 
wise) and that he stood in the place of the 
last of the direct Capetian dynasty so clawdng 
the crown, surely he might be excused for think- 
ing it worth a struggle^ should he meet with ade- 
quate support and encouragement That he did 
meet with cwmderable encouragement is certain. 
The l^glish nation and Parliament judged him 
to be unjustly set aside : and therefore accord'^ 
ing to our laws of heraldry entitled to the French 
arms as the son of Queen Isabella: he was 
pressed by foreign states^ 8<Hne in subjection 
even to the crown of France, to assume both the 
title and arms, and he did so; expressing his 
view of the question, in his own chosen motto, still 
part of our Regal Atchievement, Dibu et mon 
DROIT ; in which I verily think he himself was 
sincere, though I have no great opinion of hi» 
allies. When urged to lay them aside by Philip, 
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he declined to do $0^ ** for fear, (says th^ French 
historian^ Daniel,) of rendering himself ridicu^ 
lotts, as he foresaw this step would do^ when 
he took it, if he did not stand to it.^ How 
hixoely at least, he did stand to it, as well as his 
warlike Son, heir to his pretensions, let the 
plains of Crtcy and Pmctiers testify : in the formef 
the Black Prince gdned his Spurs, and if in the 
latter Edward did not gain the crov^ and kingdom 
of France, he took the French King prisoner, and 
acquired Sovereign Power orer a very large pro- 
portion of the l^eneA dcmnions ; he took prison<^» 
Jimr Princes of the blood, emphatically denomi*- 
nated the *' Loans of the Ftxuas^dfe-liYs." By 
the treaty of Bretigny indeed he agreed to lay 
down the Titk of King of France, (which in feet, 
says an eminent French author, was gi^nng Am 
the Title, for the express purpose of fais laying it 
down,) but when the French, under Charted the 
Wise, basely violated the treaty which Edward 
had concluded with OharWs more honourable 
predecessor John, his own ParUommt (and Ed-^ 
ward's Parliaments were pa,rticiilarly req)eet^ 
able,) counselled him, without delay^ to nmam 
the nth. How basely Charles the Fifth iii be- 
have, may be seen in Voltaire's Oener£l History*. 
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Under such circumstaaces^ the arms of France 
cannot surely be said to have been introdnced 
into onr Imperial Ensign in any ignomhiious or 
undignified manner ; which is all I wish to shew 
in vindiGation of what I have said; looking 
merely to the reflection appartntly cast on Ed- 
ward and all his regal successan, including our 
late most revered monarch, and through thern^ 
upon the nation itself, by our laying the arms 
aside^ with the title, as though they had been in- 
troduced originally^ and so long bome^ out of 
mere vanity and caprice. The Justice of Edward's 
claim was clearly admitted by many^ and though 
the title is now most judiciously laid aside^ as I 
have observed, why should the arms have been 
renounced vrith it, at the hazard of casting a 
reflection on Edward, as though he had been, 
in every sense of the term, an usurper of both ? 
I cannot bring myself to think that this was ac- 
tually the case, considering the times, the state of 
France, the ignorance prevailing in regard to 
the laws of descent, and inheritance, the ambi- 
guity of tile law or custom by which he was 
excluded, and l^e support he received as well 
from his own English subjects as from many 
foreign states. Princes, and Potentates. I do 
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not say there were no faults committed, in the 
assertion of his rights ; far from it ; I am merely 
adverting to the perplexed state of the case. 

When he took the arms of France into his re- 
gal Escutcheon, he is said to have issued, in the 
poetry of the day, the following curious mani- 
festo, to be found in the Dktwnaire Historique, 
Art. Philippe de Valois. 

** Rex sum Regnonun, hink ntione, dtutntm ; 
Anghntm m regpo sum Rex ego, jure paterno ; 
Matris Jutb qaidein, Frtmcorvm nuncupor idem, 
Hinc est armordm variatio facta meomm." 

To which, in the way of parody, Philip ficorn- 
fuUy replied ; 

" Pr€edo Regnoram qai diceris esse duonim; 
Francorom regno privaberis, alqge pateroo : 
SaccedoDt mares hnic regno, non muUeres, 
Hinc est ARMORDM variatio, Sttdta taonim." 

Ought we to have given strength to this reproach; 
including even a threat against England ? The 
quarterings had been admitted into the royal Es- 
cutcheon, and continued through twenty-two 
reigns, and to have abandoned them with the 
titk, as if they were equally objectionable, seems 
to me, I must confess, not quite as it should be. 
Edward was not the fool Philip would have in- 
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sinuated ; he was rather acting on Philip's own 
principle ; 

<* Soccedunt mares haic regno, non mulieresj'* 

he sought not the crown for his mother, who was 
livings but for his mother's Son, as the nearest 
of kin to Philip the Fair^ not subject, (as he held) 
to the disqualifications of the alleged Salic law; 
a law much more applicable to of Aer cases of ac- 
cession^ and which in all suck, had long ceased to 
be inviolable ; while its too strict application to 
the crown, involved this gross anomaly, that 
though females were supposed to be excluded 
from government, by the Salic law, as unfit for 
it. Queens and Princesses were freely allowed 
to be Regents in cases of minority, or other disa- 
bilities, on the part of the Sovereign. The Salic 
law had not prevented Philip the Fair taking 
possession of Champagne in right of his wife, to 
the exclusion of all the Princes of the family, 
which was at the least directly contrary to the 
spirit of the very law alleged against Edward, 
and which, as far as any written km could be 
produced, either determined nothing in regard to 
the succession to the crown, or if it did so, ought, 
as the Abb6 de Mably has observed, to have 
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been as violabk in the one case as in the other. 
If not a law, but a custom, as Mezerai considered 
it^ Rapin has taken pains to shew that it was 
but a negative custom^ and as such^ not free from 
absurdity. 

I entirely and most unequivocally agree with 
my learned correspondent in the following ob- 
servation ; that '^ every nation has a right to be 
governed by its own laws/' and though I have 
but a mean opinion even of the French StcUes 
General in those times, I am also ready to ac- 
knowledge that on this ground^ whether what is 
called the Salic Law were a Law or a Custom^ the 
sanction of the French Nation was, and has been 
ever since, sufficient to give to the Yalesian and 
Bourbon Princes an exclusive right to the title 
of King of France, but in distinguishing the 
arms from the title, I feel treading in the steps 
of no less a personage than that *^ eoer-limng man 
of memory^* as Shakespeare calls him, Henry the 
Fifth. It is upon record that when he was urged 
to give up his claim as a descendant of Edward 
the Third, in a way to conmiit his successors, he 
willingly offered to forego the title himself, but 
stoutly refused to go farther, so as to interfere 
with any claims on the part of his descendants,^ 
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*' in ca^es which might happen for the tixae to 
come^ and which it was then not possible to fore- 
see^-^-llie arms seem therefore under all circum- 
stances to have been retained and transmitted 
frpm King to King, When Henry the Fifth him- 
self by the treaty of Troyes, (a treaty I by no 
means admire or commend, far from itO became 
heir to the Crown of France, it seems to have been 
doubtful whether it had any reference to his 
c\aim through Edward, or whether it were not 
entirely in virtue of his marriage with Catharine 
Daughter of Charles VL If the former, the arms 
were still where they ought to be \ if the latter, 
what became of the Salic law 7 and had Henry 
lived, it must be admitted that there were very 
considerable prospects of his making good the 
following article of the treaty, namely, that " the 
two Crowns should be united in one and the 
same person, including Henry and his heirs after 
him, never again to be separated." His claim 
indeed from Edward the Third had been amply 
acknowledged by a though not by the ** Son of 
France ;" I mean the Duke of Burgundy, who 
had agreed to do him '^ liege homage in acknow- 
ledgment of the jmtice of his claim as soon as 
ever he should be possessed of any considerable 
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portion of the French dommions ;** at which time 
also^ the Emperor Sigismund engaged by treaty^ 
to assist Henry in the recovery of the kingd<Hn 
of France. Though this settles nothing, it 
shews at least the spirit of the times, and how 
much encouragement the English Monarchs were 
in the way of receiving, not only to retain the 
arms, but to act upon the original claim, which 
is all I have to consider ; resting upon the sober, 
candid, and judicious advice of Rapin, that 
" in order to prevent wrong notions, and t6 
set this matter in as clear a light as possible, 
a man must fancy himself carried back to the 
times of this dispute, and consider that the point 
in question had never been decided ; and that 
each party therefore was at liberty before the 
decision, to explain the Salic Law, and put that 
sense upon it, as he judged for his purpose, 
without being liable to be tdxed with rashness" 
Edward did so; he alleged that the Salic law 
had been misunderstood; he advanced his claim 
as early as possible, even to the Regency, during 
the pregnancy of the widow of Charles IV., at 
which time he wrote to the Lords of Guienne to 
say, that if he waved his claim to the regency, he 
should not give up his right to the crown. All 
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these thinga should be considered ; since he has 
suffered greatly 'in reputation for so long de^ 
/erring to assert his claim by arms ; till Philip in 
fiict had established himself^ and so governed 
as not personally (some say,) to have merited 
such disturbance, while Edward's ohiELracter» 
through mis-advice, had suffered on the score of 
prevarication. In this particular, however, I think 
he has also been hardly dealt with ; his ambas- 
sadors were refused audience at the court of 
France, when he sent to remonstrate against 
Philip's advancement to the throne, in a regular 
diplomatic form ; and when he did homage for 
his Duchies, he took excellent care to make it 
known that the homage was paid to the crown 
of France, in the same manner as his predeces-* 
sors had, done. Had the French rightly under-^ 
stood this, it was a very fair distinction. Philip 
indeed wore the crown to which he owed homage^ 
but he had only stepped into the throne from the 
Regency, conferred on him during the Queen's 
pregnancy, when Edward was but fifteen years 
old ; his right to the protein had not been so for* 
mally decided. Edward claimed it, and when his 
ambassadors were refused audience, and most 
ignominiously treated, what else had he to ido, 
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but to hare recourse to arms ? Whaterer, at 
all events, becomes of the earfy conduct of Ed- 
ward» in the struggle, I must confess, that the 
generous and magnanimous behaviour of himself 
and the Black Prince to their prisoner King John> 
whose tith they disputed, wipes off, in my estima* 
tion, many of these previous stains ; and dis- 
poses me to rate their characters, at least as high 
as those of most of their contemporaries. 

There are several ^* heraldic anomalies" to be 
traced in the present arrangement of the King's 
arms, as my learned anonymous correspondent 
has ably shewn ; but it is most to my purpose to 
dwell on one which he does not admit, I mean, 
the arms of England, which having originally 
been quartered with the arms of France, as arms 
of dominion, naturally leads one to ask, whence 
they came ? In the foregoing section it plainly 
appears that two of the three lions represent 
TSfomumdyt and the third, Guienne or AcquUimu--^ 
and in whose dominions at this moment are those 
Provinces situated? National disquatyicationsi 
such as the French Salic Law, and our own act 
of settlement may reasonably suspend, but they 
can scarcely be said to obliterate or amdhtlate 
claims; especially claims of kindred, which the 
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remoral of such disquaKfications mip(ht rerire; 
And what hann would there have been in cott*- 
fttandy keeping up the remembrance of the near 
connection once subsisting between the Two 
Crowns ? What harm in markka , bj retention of 
the arms, when and how the direct Capetian dy- 
nasty was brc^en^ by JUsquai^eatiom^ mspimm mt 
the time, and which, upon revisal of that part of 
their history, the French themselves might very 
possibly be brought to abandon, as fisur at lomt as 
r^mrded Edward's particular claim, as Nephew 
^ Charles the Fair« If the present King of Sar« 
cBnia, who i$ said to be so well aware of his con- 
nection by blood to the Crown of Great Britain^ 
as to hare refused, or to be prepared to refuse 
the Order c^ the Garter, were to qiutrter the Bri- 
tish armsi of dominion, not with a view of con* 
tentiously reviving a suspended claim, but to 
mark where the ancient dynasty was broken, m 
well as his own connecdon with that dynasty, 
who could object ? who need be oflfended by his 
display of so distinguished a relati<mship ? a re- 
lationship oddly enough set forth in the fullest 
blazonry of royal arms, inehidmg even the original 
Jkurs*de4ys of our Edwards and our Henrys ; aU 
their arms, whether of dtmimon or of bloddf 
m2 
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where shall I say t — In the very first page of our 
British Peerage — a strange place to turn to for 
Heraldic Anomalies. If the Cadiolic descendants 
of Henrietta Mary^ daughter of Charies the Firsts 
were to become Protestants^ would it not at once 
materially alter the nature of their relationship 
to the Crown of England ; and how are we able 
to foresee what may come to pass in France ? 
not that I wish for any umon of the two crowns^ 
but why abandon a relatiomh^ which unforeseen 
circumstances might bring again into action^ and 
upon a different footing. The abandonment of 
the titk of King of France I have approVed, 
but the retention of the arms of such a claimant 
as Edward III. renouncing the title on the: 
ground of the national depision in faror of Phi" 
lip and his successors^ ought rather to be re-^ 
garded as complimentary; the cotmection he* 
tween the two crowns, could be in itself no just, 
ground of quarrel ; nor does it aeem to have been 
so regarded in times past, if we examine the arms 
of those Princes of either country, who inter- 
married with the other* We have indeed a re- 
markable instance of this recorded by Guillimt * 
and amounting almost to an ** Heraldic Anomafy/' 
Lewis XII., who married the Princess Mary, si«- 
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ter of Henry VIII. , so impaled her royal anns> 
{jmcluding theFkurs-de^I^s,) as to obliterate half of 
kis own shield, as may be seen in tho following 
sketch — and which Guillim adds, was to be 
found >' in many Escutcheons in colours^ of the 
same age whilst they lived/' 




• I have shewn that Guillim, or whoever was 
the real author of the book which bears his name, 
<^onceived the French arms in our royal atchieve- 
ment to represent Edward's '* undoubted claim'* to 
the throne, and though this may be speaking a 
little too strongly, yet he cites an herald of good 
fiune, Wirley, who was no advocate for the 
quartering of arms in banners, but who judged 
it to be quite consistent so to do, '* in the case 
of any person who had to make good a title to 
dome country, in order to draw to him the more 
easily those people who in right and conscience 
might owe obedience ;" and he cites the very case 
of Edward the Third. It is singular, that Mably, 
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alluding to the very tim^$ pf the ]King jast spoken 
q(, Lewis Xlh, should thus speak of the Salic 
lam — ** D'ailleurs^ qu'importait sous Louis XIL 
tout oe qu'ayoit pu statuer la loi Salique* II y 
aToit plusieurs sil^cles que, tomb^e dans TouUi 
et le mepris, elle avoit ^ d6truite pajr des coa* 
tumes contraires, et ne pouvoit pas avoir plus 
d'autorit^ sur les Fran^ais, que les lois des Ba- 
byloniens, des Egyptiens, ou des anciens Grecs/' 
Voltaire almost ridicules the idea of regarding 
the Salic law as a fundamental law of the king- 
dom; " Philip the Long/* says he, " took care 
to have it declared at a iqaeeting of some barons, 
prelates, and burghers of Paris, thai the females 
ought to be excluded from the crown of France ; 
but bad the opposite party prevailed, they would 
have soon made qiute a contrary fundamental 
law/' Voltaire's contemp(Nrary» Hume» has seen 
things in so different a Ugbt» as to be t^en^pied 
to speak with the utmost scorn of Edward's pre* 
tensions, but I must oonfiess I vfpry much incline 
to agree with S4ipin, Mabk/t and Voltaire, in 
thinking that not only too much was made of the 
Salic law, but that in fact there was no such law 
affecting the succession to the ctown, and even 
tb9.t if there had been, it migl^t most leasoQ^ibly 
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have been set aside^ either in favor of Edward 
upon the ground he offered himself, or better 
still, in favor of the daughter of Louis-le-Hutin, 
and her d^cendants. ** Tout le monde/' says 
Mably, speaking expressly of the Salic law» " se 
fait one syst^me de I'histoire de France^ pour 
Js'epargner la peine de T^tudier/' 

It is certainly a very remarkable circumstance 
pointed out by my learned correspondent, that 
in various instances, the heiresses of the French 
monarchs, excluded by the Salic law, have mar*- 
ried the heir male who succeeded to the throne ; 
the last case may be said to be still before our 
eyes, in the union of the only daughter and 
heiress of Louis XVL, with her cousin the Duke 
d'Angoul^me. 

I shall offer a very few more excuses for my- 
self, and then have done. When I meddled with 
this cuiious point of history in my Jirst Edition^ 
perhaps I might be carried a little too far by my 
JEf^Ush feelings. Perhaps, being writing play- 
fully rather than gravely, I was thinking more of 
the proud victories of Crecy, Poictiers, and Azin^ 
cour : more of the heroism of our Edwards and 
Henries, th^n of the precise equity and justice of 
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their claims upon France. I was thinking per- 
haps that merely as trophies our Sovereigns had 
as good a right to the Fkurs-de-Lffs, as their 
heirs apparent to the Bohemian Plume. Perhaps 
I had an uncontrollable spite against .the SaUe 
Law, for its ungallant interference with the rights 
of females; that *' diutumasedinqnaconsuetudo,'* 
as one good old possessor of Salic land calls it, in 
the collections of Marculfus. The Saiie law was 
^ first brought into action^ to the exclusion from 
the throne not only of females, but of the Sons 
of females, at the very period which gave birth 
to *' the three Heboines'' of France^ and wit-» 
nessed the matchless atchievements of Philippa 
Hainault, Edward's own Queen ! Perhapslm^ht 
feel some sort of jealousy as to the omission of the 
French arms, on the score of their being almost 
necessary to the readers of Shakespeare ! a few 
passages will, I hope, serve amply to explain my 
meaning on this point. 

King Henry ( F.) We never vala'd this poor seat oiEngUmd, 
And therefore living hem, did give oorself 
To barb'rous licence ; as 'tis ever oommoo. 
That men are merriest when they are from home. 
Bat teU the HMgiftm I will keep mj state. 
Be like a King, and shew my sail of greatness,. 
When I do rouze me in MY THRONE of France! 

Acli. Scene d. 
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Kmg Bemry. ^N*w we dovbt sot 

Bat every nib is smoothed in our wmjr : 
Then forth, dear Coontrymen ; let ns deliver 
Onr Pnisstnee into the hand of God, 
Putting it strait in expedition, 
Cheailj to see the signs of war advance ; 
No King of England, if »o< KiNO of Feargb ! 

AalL &€€»€%• 

Frendk Kmg, Think we King Harr j strong ; 
And Princes, look yon strongly arm to meet him. 
The kindred of him has been fleshed upon ns ; 
And he is bred out of that bloody strain 
That haunted ns in oar familiar paths : 
Witness oar too mach memorable shame. 
When Creaty battle fatally was strack. 
And all onr Princes captared by the hand 
Of that black name, Edward the Prince of Waks : 
While that his moantain sire, on moantain standing. 
Up in the air, crown'd with the golden son. 
Saw his heroic seed, and smil'd to see him 
Mangle the work itf Natare--this is a stem 
Of that victorioas stock ; and let as fear 
The native mightiness and force of him. 

AaiL Scenei, 

Fremk King, From oar brother England? 

EmUt, From Him ; and thos he greets yoar Majesty : 
He wills yoa in the name of God Ahnighty, 
That yon divest yoorself and lay apart 
The borrowed glories, that, by gift of heav'n, 
By law of natare, and of nations, long 
To Him and to hSs heirs ; namely the Crown, 
And all the wide-stretch'd honoars that pertain 
By oastom and the ordinance of times. 
Unto the Crown of Fumee. That yon may know 
Tis no sinister nor no mokward claim, 
Pick'd from the worm-holes of long vanished days, 
Nor from the ^ast of old oblivion rak'd ; 
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He sends yon this most menorable line. 
In everj branch trnlj demonstrative. 
Willing joQ. over-look his pedigree; 
And when yon find him, eveoljr deriy'd 
From his most fam'd of famous ancestors, 
Edward the Third ; he bids jou then resign 
Your crown and Kingdom, indirectly held 
From Him the native and trne Challenger. 

ActIL Scenes. 

KmgHemy. No it is not possible that joashoold love the 01019 
of France Kate ; but in Eoving me yov shovld love the Jriend of 
Frtmee; for I love Fnmee to well that I wUl not part with a Tillage 
in it : I will have it all mine ; and Kate, when Fnmce is mine and I 
am yours, then yours is Fnmce, and you are mine. 

P ot off your maiden blushes, avouch the thoughts of your 
heart with the looks of an Empress, take me by the band and say, 
JJorry of England I am thine : which word thou shalt no sooner bless 
tnme ear withal, but I will tell thee aloud, England in thine, Ir^Md$ 
is thine, FRANCE is thine, and Hbmry Plantaobmet is fhine! 

Act r. Scene 4. 

Awake, awake, EngUah Nobility ! 
Let not sloth dim your honors, new -begot ; 
Crop'd are the flower-de-luces in your arms. 
Of England's Coat, one half is e«t away ! 

First Part op Henry VI. Act I, Scene 2. 

Perhaps this last passage may seem to be 
against me, f6r Charles VII. no doubt, assisted 
by Joan cTArCs did go far to *^ crop the flower- 
de-luces/' but even he did not succeed, nor any 
who came after him. The claim was repeatedly 
revived, and strange to say, not abandoned in 
Muy subsequent treaty with the French. The 
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seventh article of the celebrated compact be- 
tween Henry II. of France and Edward VL, in 
which the former is supposed to hare used every 
expedient to get rid of the pension paid to Eng- 
land, fipom the days of Edward IV., (looking 
upon it as a mark of subjection^ running exactly 
thus, <« that the King of England's demands, 
claims, and pretensiodous, as well upon France as 
Scotland, should remain as before.'^ When, even 
subsequently to this, Elizabeth was expressly 
asked to lay aside the French arms, her ambas- 
sador, Throckmorton, insisted upon her not doing 
so, *' because they had been regidarly borne by 
twelve Kings of England, without their ever hav- 
ing been compelled by treaty to lay them down.'^ 
Henry the Seventh's representations to his Par- 
liament, when he proposed to revive the claim, 
as set forth by Hume, ch. xxv., are also much 
to the purpose. It was a delicate piece of cour- 
tesy in Henry VIII., when he had to rehearse his 
own Titles before Francis the First, in the Jield 
of the Cloth of Gold, to pause, as he is said to 
have done, ** I Henry, King," and then to have 
added only the words " of England,^' omitting 
France, which Francis understood, and politely 
acknowledged. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



172 SOVEREIGN. 

I am happy to be able to close this long dis- 
sertation^ (historical^ genealogical, and heraldic, 
and therefore likely enough to be very " tedious" 
to many readers,) with a lively remark, even a 
Pun, of Edward the Third, upon the very sub- 
ject which has detained us so long, preserved in 
almost all the French histories! his rival and 
competitor Philip the Sixth having excited much 
displeasure by the imposition of the Gabelle, or 
tax upon 5a/f, Edward, good-humouredly enough,- 
nicknamed him the ^* Author of the Salic Law."] 
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The order of precedence as it affects the Daugh- 
ters of Peers, has something yery strange in it. 
It may not perhaps be generally known, that 
unmarried daughters have always the same rank 
as their eldest brother, during the life-time of the 
father; and this independent of the particular 
title which by courtesy the brother may bear. 
A Duke's eldest 8on> for instance, ranks as a 
Marquess ; consequently all his sisters, tcmnar*- 
ried, have the rank of Marchionesses, though 
he himself should be, nominally, but an Earl or 
Baron. For the title of Marquess being less 
antient than the latter, is not the second title of 
the oldest and highest Dukes of the realm. The 
Duke of Norfolk's eldest son is only Earl of 
Surry, and the Duke of Somerset's eldest son 
but Barm Seymour. Still their daughters would 
all rank as Marchionesses till they married, and 
under particular circumstances, even afterwards ; 
which forms one of the strangest anomalies of 
all. For if a Duke had ten daughters, three of 
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whom were to marry Eark, three, Viscounts, and 
three. Barons, and the tenth and youngest should 
marry her father's footman, the latter would re- 
tain her rank of Marchioness, and go before 
all her elder sisters, though every one of them 
Peeresses. 

For in marrying Commoners, they do not 
cea^e to be Duke's daughters ; they retain theit 
original rank, without elevating their husbands ; 
which latter circumstance is a point to be at*- 
tended to, to obviate such mistakes as a certain 
foreigner of low condition is said to have fallen 
intx)^ when he married a Lacbf Betty, of a very 
ancioit and distinguished family. He had en-* 
tirely calculated upon becoming Lord Betty. 

I should wish to have leave to state a case 
particularly illustrative of the confusion arising 
firom the rank assigned to the daughters of Dukes, 
Marquesses^ &c. — Let us suppose, as the Sexage- 
narian would say, (I am not prepared to deny 
that the case hem really happened) but only let 
us at present suppose, that the younger son of a 
Duke, Lord Francis, 
should marry the dau^ter of a Duke, 

Lady Frances ; 
being a Commoner, his Lordship's rank as the 
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youngest son of a Duke would be bebma Fw- 

couni, while her Ladyship continuing a Duke^s 

daughter, might assume the rank of Marchioness; 

all depending on the retention or discharge of a 

single lettar ; little e for little i! If after maiv 

riage her Ladyship should choose to call herself 

by the name of her lord. Lady Franers, she 

would go .below Viscountesses; if, (which she 

would have a full right to do) she should re^n 

her own name, and call ^herself Lady Frances, 

she would precede not only Vincountesses but 

Cowdes9es. However the confusion tn^hi wA 

stop here. Let us farther suppose that his Ma^ 

jesty should be pleased to call the noble Lord 

up to tbe House of Peers, by the title of Baron 

So-and-so — how strange would the state of 

things be now. By their ekvetiw to the peerage; 

(for so it must be regarded) his Lordship would 

absolutely lose one step, and her Ladyship tkreei 

in the order of Precedence. 

I have heard the following case related, as 
having taken place at a County BalL When 
the company were summoned to supper, to their 
very great surprise, they found the doors of the 
supper room, suddenly shut against them, and 
they were for some time excluded without any 
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■apparent reason. It was at length however did* 
covered, that a difficulty had occurred to the 
Stewards, which of two ladies t>f quality ought 
to be led first to the table. It was a case that I 
verily think might at the moment have puzzled 
a professed herald. The two ladies ha^'both 
married the eldeit sons of Marquesses, and were 
also both of them Dukes* daughters. Though 
their husbands had the rank of Earls, and the 
.titles also by courtesy, they were still but Com^ 
moners, and in either case their ladies would rank 
as Marchionesses. They were both therefore 
above their husbands, But still it would be ne* 
cessary to find out which was the daughter of the 
oldest Duke, or if there were any other circum* 
'Stance that might give rank to the one before the 
other. It so happened in this very case, that 
one was the daughter of an English, the other of 
^ Scotch, Duke. How it was adjusted I cannot 
pretend to say, but had the difficulty been fore- 
seen» I am confident the best way would have 
been to have asked the ladies themselves; for 
with persons of such high rank, the assumption 
of their proper place, depends on circumstances 
quite independent of themselves, which circum* 
stances are generally well known to the indivi-* 
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duals, and may of course always be acted upon, 
without the least chance of giving offence. 

I wish any one would deyise a method for 
quickly ascertaining, who every Lady Mary or 
Lady Frances, who may have married a Com*- 
moner, really is. How often have I known the 
company at a watering place, thrown into con- 
fusion by the sudden arrival of some Lady Eli- 
zabeth, Lady Sophia, or Lady Harriet. But 
who is she ? Is she an Earl's, a Marquesses,, or 
a Duke's daughter ? Is she English, Scotch, or 
Irish ? Those agreeable companions the Pocket 
Peerages can give them no help. There are no 
indexes to lead them to the name of the husband. 
You may pore your eyes out in looking for all 
the Lady Elizabeths, or Lady Harriets from be- 
ginning to end, and if she be newly married, not 
find her after all. The arms on the carriage may 
help those who understand heraldry, but how 
very few in comparison are there who know a 
syllable about it. 



VOL. I. 
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Nobility^ the old books tell us, is of three 
sorts. There isjirst. Nobility Celestial, which 
consisteth in Religion. 2. 'Nobility PhUosopM- 
cal, which is got by moral Virtues ; and 3. No- 
bility ToliticaL 

** In the two first classes of Nobility no man 
can become noble except he be good also. But 
in the third class, a man, though he be ever so 
wicked and graceless, may yet excel the rest of 
men, even in the highest degree of Nobility, as 
CaBgula, Nero, and others did." 

Now this is all very true, and yet not so bad 
as it appears to be. For though such wicked men 
as Caligula and Nero, 

(Cujiis sapplicio oon debnit vna parari 
Simla, nee serpens una, nee cnleus unHS,. 

as Jttvenal says,) did really attain to the very 
highest degree o( political Nobility at Rome, we 
all know that they were perfect monsters, and 
the wonder is, not that such exalted personages 
should have been entirely destitute o{%\ltele$tial 
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a(Bd pkilo9opbieal NobUity, Iml tfast ike Rdttmi 
people dbonld not hav6 proirided battel aeoaritim 
agunst the freaks and taprioes of such nnwortkj 
Sorereigns. 

<' Idherd si dentar popalo tujfragim, quia tarn 
Ptrdittti, Bt dvbiUt Sm tmn pNeftrre NefmUf** 

Political Nobility in many re&^ects resembles 
tiches : much must be left to depend on the cha« 
racter of the individual ; as Terence observes, 

*^ H«c ptriade tiuit, it Wmu wmmu, ^«t ea fosaidet, 
Qni uti 8oit» ei b<ma ; Uli qui non atitnr r«ott, wmku" 

In fact, they are among the eAccfopi of the 
Greeks. Iikhe$ wre not incompoHl^ mthVobiiity 
celestial and philosophical; neither therefore 
NobiUty jxdkicaL Nobility political is only then 
abused^ when it is conferred on those who deserve 
it not, in the shape and &shion of a remunera« 
tion fot flieir very wickedness. 

As the Romans however have been thus cited 
to their disgrace and disadvantage, let us in alt 
justice attend to what they say on other occa- 
sions upon this important point. Cicero had 
that idea even pf political Nobility, that he 
scruples not to assert, that without virtue, no- 
thing can be truly commendable and praise- 
n2 
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worthy; I shall hpt attempt to bring forward 
the many passages from this celebrated author 
that might be produced strong to the point, be-^- 
cause there appears to be one place in his worksv* 
which suits exactly with the subject of my book. 
It is upon a point of etiquette ; where he gives 
Appius Pulcher, who thought himself treated 
with less ceremony than,he ought to have been, 
a trimming for standing too much upon his No-. 
bility, and plainly tells him, that he ought to 
have known better than to fancy, that such a 
mian as himself, who had borne the highest offices, 
and attained to the greatest honors in the state; 
should care as much for the parade of ancestry ^ 
as for the ornaments of virtue. The passageisL^ 
scarcely to be translated so as to preserve its 
proper spirit ; but it is to be found amongst the 
Epistles to his friends, being the Vllth of the 
third book. There is an excellent note upon it 
by Victorinus in the Verburg edition, \yhichj» who- 
ever may wish to know more of Cicero's opinion 
upon this point, would do well to read. Among 
other celebrated Romans, who have expressed 
their contempt for political Nobility when it 
stands alone, we might cite Ovid, Seneca, Pliny, 
but above all Juvenal, in his Vlllth Satire, who 
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having indeed a most corrupt Nobility to expose, 
seems to have been resolved not to spare them 
in any particular; " Stemmata qiiid faciunt?'' 
.says he, with a noble indignation ; 

NOBILITAS 8oU est atqne Onica Virtus ! 

This is the whole purport of the Satire; but 
it is too generally known to be longer dwelt 
upon, especially as we may rejoice to think there 
are many parts of it wholly inapplicable to our 
own Nobility. It is enough to know that he 
treats political Nobility as a satire upon itself, 
if debased by any ifnworthy actions. A princi- 
ple which the Emperor Jo56pA IL is said to have 
carried so far " qu'il exigeoit plus de Noblesse de 
la part de la noblesse et la meprisoit plus qu'une 
autre classe quand elle n'en avoit pas." In 
which he seems to have reasoned as Ovid did ; 

. *^ Alts NobilHatis indicium sattt mores ;" 

.and, 

** Monm Nobilitate exnperas gemu -" 

which is as much as to say, there is a Nobleness 
io( carriage and behaviovr, which may surpass that 
of birth and connections* 

. The Romans indeed are held to have admir* 
ably expressed their sentiments upon this head. 
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by a sort of allegory, wfa^n diey so arraaged 
their public buildings as to have no way to the 
Temple of Honor but through the Temple of 
Virtue ! as well as i^ their medals, oh the re* 
verses of which were often to be seen, the heads 
or faces of Honor and Virttie ; ike former over- 
shadowing the latttr, as being outwardly the 
more iUu$trious of the two, but yet always to be 
supposed to rest on the other; so that where they 
beheld any person outwardly adon^ed with honor, 
they were thereby taught to expect, that he should 
be inwardly endued with virtue. 

The Romans indeed often used ^be word Nobk, 
in the sense of NosdbiUs, <as Heralds say) nota- 
ble or remarkable. What else are we to think 
of Nobik Scortum, a noble Harlot ? Nobile Scdus, 
a noble Villamf Nay Plautus speaks of persons 
as expressly Scelere Nobites, nobles in naugkti" 
ness or wickedness ; and Cicero of the Vitiis No" 
biles — so Terence of one who vf2L& ^fiagitOs nobiK^ 
tattis, and Pliny of one adulterio nobUitatm. How 
happy we ought to think oarselves, that die very 
tenns themselves are strange to us, much move 
the realities ! The following would be less fi>- 
reign. 3Mtiei Eqid, neble heroes ; Nviilia Vina, 
ttoble wines ; 8ic«*^*rCel8U9 talks ofnoUk emplas^ 
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trum ad ejctrahemdum, a nobk drawing plaister ; 
and Pliny of NMk Fel Vituitt marhut, the mik 
gall of a sea-ci^i 

These expressions, and uses of the term nobk^ 
are certainly quite applicable to political Nobi- 
lity, which of itself must render persons more 
nosdble, that is conspicuaus, and should therefore 
render them more circumspect ^so. Those who 
value themselves upon their ancestry, should 
know idiat their ancestors hare done for them ; 
much of which consists in having put it out of 
the power of those who inherit their greatness, 
to hide themselves from the notice of mankind, 
let them be ever so degenerate — as Sallust has 
admirably observed in the following beautiful 
passage ; *' Majorum Gloria posteris lumen est, 
neque bona neque mala eorum in occuUo pati- 
tur ;" the glory of ancestors throws a %A/.upon 
their posterity, which pret;e/t^5 any thing they do^ 
good or bad, from passing unnoticed. It was a 
wise and feeling observation of Prince Henry o( 
Prussia, when Mirabeau published his defamatory 
memoirs of him, alluding to the unavoidable pub- 
licity of his exalted station, " par bonheur ou 
par malheur j'appartiens tout eatier k lliistoire/^ 
Juvenal touches upon the same subject, and has 
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added some force to it^ by drawing the compa-^ 
rison between the glorious ybmufers of a noble 
race and their degenerate successors. 

Incipit ipsomm Contra Te lUre parentiim. 
Nobilitas, daramq; faeem pneferre ptidettdis, 
Ouuie animi Titiam tanto etmtpeeiitu in ae 
Crimeii faabet, qiianto Mi|for» qui peooat» Adftiliir. . 

* ** O Place and Greatneas ! milliona of false ejea 
Ara stock npoa thee ; Tolnmes of reports 
Ron with their false and moat contrarioas quests 
Upon thj doings!" 

" You know what Gnat ones do, 

The Lm$ will prattle of.'' 

<' Let LordmgM beware how aloft the/ do rise, 
Bj Princes and Cosmiom their climbing is watoht." 

Mirror for Magistraies, 

'* For as we see in colours," says an old wri- 
ter, '* there is none which discovers any soil of 
blemish so much as white, or as we have observed 
in the eclypse of the Sun, that it draws more 
eyes to view it, than the darkning of any inferior 
light ; so amongst the children of men, though 
sinne be sinne in every one, yet more noted, and 
in that more exemplar, in these high peering 
cedars, I mean our Peeres and Nobles, than in 
the lower shrubes, whose humble condition frees 
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them fixHn like publicke observance." Cicero 
distinguishes curiously in some of his works be- 
tween the " NoUles" and " Noti.'' 

-" Aristotle, discoursing of Nobility," (I quote 
from Ouillim,) ** makes four parts thereof. The 
first of Riches, the second of Bhod, the third of 
Learning, and the fourth of Vertue. And to the 
two last he ascribeth the first place of true gentry; 
because. Boors may be rich, and Rake-helb may 
be of ancient blood, but vertue and knowledge 
cannot harbour but where God and Nature hath 
left their noble endowments : which made Bar- 
tholus to say, that good men, and wise men, wei*e 
nobles in God's sight, as rich men^ and great men; 
were nobles in men*s eyes." 

Heralds will tell you, that once all the three 
degrees of Nobility concurred in one person; or 
to simplify matters somewhat more, that Nobility 
dative had precedence of Nobility native. They 
write really very gravely of these things, and yet 
I fear I shall scarcely be able to quote thenti even 
upon sacred subjects, without exciting a smile* 

The first commonw^ealtb in the world they tell 
us i?#liS the family of Adam, which," consisted 
wholly of Noblemen ;" but with this distinction ; 
Adam's was dative Nobility when he was mad€ 
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ruler over all creatures and endowed mtik idl good 
gifts; but his children, who by their birth be-, 
came possessors of the first native Nobility , com* 
ing into the world, after Adam had lost his ce- 
kstial Nobility, became, it seems, (what all No* 
bility hath been since) a kind of mixture, of na-* 
tive, dative, celestial, philosophical, and political 
Nobility. 

I confess it would ai^>ear that, according to 
the above reasonings the present commonwealth 
of the world, consisteth, as well as the first, 
" wholly of Noblemen ;" all of the race of Adam 
inherit native Nobility, and no wonder therefore 
there should be, as the Romans say, eyen noble 
villains, noble harlots, noble adulterers, and noble 
seas (nay aqd land) cahes ! But one thing I must 
have leave to observe ; this native Nobility seems 
to have come upon the generality of the world 
nolens volens, as one might say ; they could not 
avoid it as being of the posterity of Adam ; and 
voAy therefore have been less attentive to the 
fact ; which is hard upon some of our pleManSf 
Irbo iMy be apt to think thq/ have no NoUlitf to 
answer for, and be cateless therefore <^ th# 
graces and virtues, whick in strictness belong to 
all the three sorts of Nobility, and the absence of 
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V)hkh our pldbeians are ready enough to resent 
sad expose^ if discoverable in any of their ^tipe*- 
riors. Let all below the order of Nohility in our 
Tables of Precedence, look to this. For '* respon- 
dere Nobilitati pulchrum est/* as Quintilian says ; 
if they hare not dative NobiUty, tiiey hare of the 
natioe Nobility enou^ to make them responsi* 
ble for more than they think of. Even Baronets 
must not expect to escape^ who at present, as I 
shall have occasion to shew, hang as it were be^ 
tween the nobles and the commonalty of the 
Maim ; whether they choose to consider them- 
selves to be little Barons or great Knights, as 
the laws of heraldry allow, tiieir titles are clearly 
dative in a political savie; while they are de- 
cidedly heirs to the native Nobility that de^ 
Bcended from Adam. They hare in short Nobility 
enough about them, to make it very wise in iheitt 
to be circumspect, as persons set on high, and 
rendered conspicuous, by the lustre of their an- 
cestry, or the splendor of their own wealth and 
greatness. Though I might perhaps be excused 
for not producing, upon this occasion, any regu^ 
larly heraldic proof of a noble descent from Adam, 
yet having found one, in a very- elegant modern 
work, I may be excused, I should hope, for in- 
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troducing it. It relates to the pedigree of an (I 
need scarcely say, very ancient) Irish family ; the 
family of O'Mora or More. It begins thus ; 
" God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, who 
was from all eternity, did in the beginning of 
time, of nothing create red earth, and of red 
earth framed Adam, and of a rib out of the side 
of Adam, fashioned Eve, after which Creation 
Plasmation and formation, succeedeth genera^ 
tion. 

' 1. Adam, sumamed the Protoplast, lived 930 
years, and on his wife Eve, begat sons and 
daughters, &c* &c. The genealogy is traced re- 
gularly through the Patriarchs to 'Noah, and from 
Noah to Nilus, and through the kings of Scythia 
to Miksius, who conquered Spain, and afterwards 
Ireland, from whom it is continued to Cu Chogry 
O'Mord, King of Leix, whose daughter Cachi 
tnarried Dermot Nagal Mac Morrough, King of 
Leinster, who first invited the English to the in- 
vasion of Ireland, under Strongbow, Earl of Pem- 
broke, temp Henry II., and from thence to An- 
thony O'More, Dyna, or Sovereign of Leix, whose 
daughter Ellen, (sister of Dorothea, first wife of 
Thomas, seventh Earl of Kildare,) married circa 
1460, Sir Oliver Grace, Lord of Grace's country, 
and Baron of Courtstown. 
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Plebeians may look back to the origin of their 
Adamitic Nobility with a degree of pride, as 
having been of that celestial and philosophical de- 
scription, as to take- place of political Nobility, 
in all who act up to its principles, as the Poets 
often hint. 

« I tell tbee then, whoe'er amidst the Sons 
Of Rdason, Valor, Liberty, and Virtue, 
• DiKplajrs distingaish'd merit, is a Noble 
Of Natar^'s ovn creating. Such har? risen 
Sprung from the Dust." : 

** What though po gmidy tkUs grace my birth, . . 

Yet Heay'n hath made me honest, made me more 
Than ever Kihg did when he made a Lord." 

Not that I wish to see such Nobles even as 
these, so proud as to be presumptuous. Humi^ 
lity is one of the characteristics of celestial and 
philosophical Nobility, as an old writer has well 
shown. " An humble man," says the celebrated 
Alexander Hales, " is like a good tree ; the more 
full of fruit the branches are, the lower they bend 
themselves." 

Hear that sublime moralist Young ! 



-" Dost thou demand a Test, 



A Test at once infallible and short, 

Of real Greatness ? 

Th' Almighty, from his throne, on Earth surveys 
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Nought greater tliM an homt^t, kmmUe lievi ; 
An hmmbU heart his Reaidence prononoo'd 
His second seat, and rival to the skies. 
The prirate path, tile secret acta of men. 
If noble, hi the noblest of oor Uvea !" 

Seidell's thoughts upon the subject should not 
be passed by. 

^* Humility is a virtue all preach, none prao 
tise^ and yet every body is content to hear. The 
master thinks it good doctrine for his servant, the 
laity for the Clergy, and the Clergy for the laity. 
Pride may be allowed to this or that degree^ else 
a man cannot keep up his dignity. In gluttony 
there must be eating, in drunkenness there must 
be drinking^ It is not the eating, ma is it the 
drinking that is to be blamed, but theejpcess. Sa 
is pride.''— Table Talk. 

At all events, the sons of Adam being h^rs to 
his mortality as well as to his nobility, to his 
abasement as well as^ to his greatness, should 
above all things guard against any excess in the 
way of pride ; for, 

** What's man, whose first conception's miserici 
Birth baine, Hfe paifi« and death neceasitie V* 

" This daj one Proad, as Prooder none. 
May Ije in Grave ere daj be gone." 
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<* As tbc ttigli d« use t^ U^w, 
God will ase the Hifhest 8o#.'' 

" Riches shall not deliver in the day of wrath. 
Perchance they may bring you when yon are 
dead, in a comely funeral sort to your grave, or 
bestow on you a few mourning garments, or erect 
to your memory some gorgeous monument, but 
this is all. Those riches which you have got 
with such care, kept with such feare, lost with 
such griefe, shall not afForde you one comfort- 
able hope in the houre of your passage hence." 
Shall beauty deliver you ? No. 

'* Tell me tboa eartbei Teitel made of cUt, 

Wbat's beantj worth, when thou mast die to-daj." 

Shall Honor? No, for that shall lye in the 
dust, and sleepe in the bed of earth. Shall 
Friends ? No, for all they can doe is to attend 
you, and shed some friendly teares for you ; but 
ere the rosemary lose her colour, whicK stickt 
the corse, or one worme enter the shroud which 
covered the corpse, you are many times forgot- 
ten, your former glory extinguish't, your eminent 
esteeme obscured, your repute darkened, and 
with infamous aspersions often impeached." 

I do not like to leave this subject without 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



192 NOBILITY. 

some offer of consokUion, for it is a dismal one 
indeed^ unless there be deliverance to be found 
somewhere. The author I have been quoting tells 
us we have such a friend^ if we be but careful to 
entertain it properly. 

" What then may deliver you in such gusts of 
affliction which assaile you? Conscience! — 
Shee it is that must either comfort you, or how 
miserable is your condition? Shee is that con- 
tinual feast which must refresh you ; those thou- 
sand witnesses that must answer for you ; that 
light which must direct you ; that familiaryHeiirf 
that must ever attend you ; that faithful coun- 
sellor that must advise you : that balm of Gilead 
that must refresh you ; that|)a/m of Peace which 
must crowne you. Take heed therefore that 
you wrong not this friend, for as you use her you 
shall find her ; she is not to be corrupted, her 
sinceritie scorns it ; she is not to be persuaded,^ 
for her resolution is grounded ; she is not to be 
threatened, for her spirit slights it ; she is aptly 
compared in one respect to the sea; shee can 
endure no corruption to remaine in her> but 
foames and frets, and chafes, till all filth be re- 
moved from her." 

In the 219th Number of the Spectator^ there 
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IS something so Exceedingly applicable to the 
topic we are upon« that upon the principle I 
avow, of passing over nothings that may serve to 
express my own sentiments more fully than I 
could do it myself, I shall not hesitate to borrow 
a few passages Arom it* 

^' All superiority and pre-eminence that one 
man can have over another, may be reduced to 
the notion of Quality, which considered at large, 
is either that of fortune, body, or mind. The 
fa^t is that which consists in birth, titles or riches ; 
and is the most foreign to our natures, and which 
we can the least call our own of any of the three 
kinds of Quality. In relation lo the botfy. Quality 
arises from health, strength, or beauty: which are 
nearer to us, and more a part of ourselves than 
the former. Quality, as it regards the mind, has 
its rise from knowledge or virtue; and is that 
which is most essential to us, and more inti- 
mately united with us than either of the other 
two." — " The Quality of Fortune, though a man 
has less reason to value himself upon it than on 
that of the body or mind, is however the kind of 
Quality which makes the most shining figure in 
the eye of the world." " The truth of it is, flb- 
nors are in this world under no regulation ; true 

VOL. I. o 
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Quality is neglected. Virtue is oppressed, ttnd 
Vice triumphant. The last day will rectify this 
disorder, and assign to every one a station stat- 
able to the dignity of his character ; ranks triU 
Aen be adjusted, and precedency set right."— 
** Methinks we should have an ambition, if not 
to advance ourselves in ano^r worid, at leiist 
to preserve our post in it, and outshine our mfe* 
riors here, that they may not be put above us in a 
state whioh is to settle the distinction to eter- 
nity." — *' Our parts in the other world will be 
new-east, and mankind be there ranged in differ- 
ent stations of superiority and pre-eminence, in 
proportion as they have here excelled one another 
in virtue, and performed in theit several posts of 
life the duties which bedong to them." 

The Paper concludes with referencos to ** the 
Wisdom of Solomon," and eictracts from that 
extraordinary book, admirably calculated to im- 
press upon the minds of all descriptions of per^ 
sons, the changes that may await them in the 
world to which all are hastening ! 
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The Greeks had an odd way of estimating their 
different ranks of Nobility, after the time of 

* A Reylewer in th« Literary Maa^om for BCajr 31, la^ of thm 
section, ** were we not conTinced from other partf of the work, that 
€he author is a tme friend to the established order of society, we 
ahoold he apt to judge, from iJbu article, ihat he iatended it as a 
matgt/ed »aire .apon the attijicial or4$r* ot mankind." I thank this 
gentleman for his remark, as it gives me an opportonity of positiveljf 
declaring myself to 6« ** a true friend to the established order of so- 
ciety /' understanding thereby, onr own order of society. And as tq 
«ny **umsque4-wtir0,*' or banter upon '* the artificial oMers of man- 
kind" in general, if any be snspepted, I wish it to fall rather on thos^ 
who fancy such artificial distinctions to be indefensible, as absolutely 
repugnant to tiie natural conrse of things, it being evident from his^ 
lory ancient Md rnodmn, that «t all^riods, ^uuder ffU forms, of go- 
Tormneat, and in all countries, rade as well as polifhed, they hare 
b^en, more or less, so generally adopted, as to make it reasonable to 
refer them tu a ruling passion, or universal principle of our nature. 
And though some may, to the eye of a mere philosopher, appear 
perfectly frivolous, if not absurd and ridiculous, yet from the im* 
i»ortance attached even to tiie latter, and the feeHngs they have been 
instantly found to excite, this only proves the case more strongly. 
The present book indeed professes* to treat of some inconsbtenctes in 
dor own system of artSiiciSldistinetiotts, but certainly net so, as to 
derogate from their diaracter, of being, even- in their present state, 
amang tiie most reasonable, least offensive, and least MMord, that 
have yet been invented or adopted. 

o2 
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Solon. For before his days, there seem to have 
been two divisions of the people, in the first of 
which no distinct place is assigned to the Nobi- 
lity, nor (unless included under the other terms,) 
any, for so much as the school-boys button gra« 
dations. Gentlemen, Apothecaries, Plough'boy$, or 
Thieves. The Cecropian division consisting of, 
1. Soldiers, 2. Artificers, 3. Husbandmen, 4. 
Shepherds.— Theseus made three classes of them, 
one of them expressly Noble *. L Noblemen,^ 2, 
Husbandmen, 3. Artificers ; in which it is odd 
enough to see how the two latter had changed 
places, not however without some consideration,, 
if the following distinctions be correct. ** The 
Nobles,*' we are told, " excelled the rest in 
dignity, the Husbandmen in profit, and the Arti- 
ficers in number.'^ At last came Solon's divi-> 
sion, which was four-fold, and must sound odd 
enough to more modern and refined ears. 1. 

. * Hariog in a fomier Sectioa had ooeadon to notice a diTision oC 
the popolation of the ancient republics into two classes onlj, Nobles 
and Slaves ; it may be proper to observe, that thoag;h the term^ 
NoUm in the passage referred to, is not the exact rendering either- 
•f th^ Greek woKirtu, or of the Latin Gives, it was judged nec^ssarj: 
to adopt it bjr the author oited, as the best term whereby to distin> 
guish the highly privileged free-born Citizen, from the other Aojf ^C 
the people. 
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Those who could of their dry and wet commo^ 
dities fill 600 of their measures, he placed in the 
highest order or degree, calling them Pentmcosio' 
ihedimni, or as toe might say, fiye hundred — or 
rather 3000 bushekd people, (for the Medimnus 
was about six bushels). 2. Those who could 
furnish out a horse, and had 300 measures of 
^ets and drys, Ivwmim rtkoinrssp or (to make the 
Greek plainer to ladies, by writing it, as is the 
tustom with some in Roman characters, so as 
that it should at least *2oo& like English, French, 
Spanish, or Italian;) Hippada tehnmtes. 3. Two 
}iuhdred busheled people, in Greek Zsi/yiroi^ 
romanised '* ZeugitieJ* 4. All that had no con«- 
fiiderable amount of wets and drys, or could not 
furnish so much as a donkey, &nTis (Thetes.) — 
"Now the three first of these were accounted no- 
ble, and the poor Thetes all lumped together^ 
fts the remaining mass of base and ignoble, till 
the days of Aristides, who being a ITiete himself, 
procured them admittance into the government ; 
not however very much to the advantage of the 
republic, as they soon began to assume too 
much upon their new privileges, till in the time 
of Pericles, they formed almost an Ochlocracy, 
or Mod-government, and took as much part in 
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the ftfikiit of ihe state as die most weighty of th6 
Pentaoosiomedinmi. 

The Roman Nobility had but a very sciiryy 
origin^ aecotdin^ to their own Poet Juvenal. 

** Majonim|)rt«itM qnisqais fait ille taomm 
Aat Pastor fait, aot illad qaod dicere nolo." 

In Whi6h he wa6 more than poetically just in all 
likelihood, for every body knows that Romulus 
fthd Remus oWed every thing to a shepherd, and 
as for those that w^re first ga<iieired together to 
form a body of Roman subjects. Nobles ai^ 
Pl^beiafa, nothing could be trorse; jparricide% 
tiiieves, murderers, and I knolr not what. Ro^ 
inulus himiself, (says Etarvpius) was a thief, a 
fratricide, and a bastards Surely he niight hav6 
added something inore from the trick he played 
the Sabines. What does hot Justin say of theilr 
first Kings'? fib. 38. '• Tjdfes,** Inqtit, '' Reges 
Romani habuere quorutii etiam notaainibus eru^ 
bescant.* 

ilxe Uomans however, though sprung from 
hothfng. In coi^drse of ^vdk, got to pay a good d^ 
of attention to tank, precedence, and Irhat we 
have since learned to cdl etiquette. At^rst thdt 
distinctions were certainly fextremely«ito|>te ; oon- 
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sisting only of Patridam and Ple^eiam* Th^ 
Patricians ai^sisted the ^ing in bis gavenuiieiit> 
and had the care qf the religiomi rites. T%^ 
jpiebeii were left to till the ground* feed the catt}e^ 
and follpw traded ; in certain ini^tanc^s, . they 
became individually connected as Patrons and 
Clients. The Pat|:icii, who excelled in Nobility, 
and were bpnestly b^otten* and well brought 
u|>« bore a gold tablet or jewel on their breasts* 
s^^ ^tlj^ I^OQn^ on their ffset, thli^ 'm, iyoty 
bi^pkles, jcroc^ed horn-wise like the m^on; to 
mark eta wne think the number of a hm4re4 (C.) 
that being the number of the sen^e in Ni^na's 
^me, whe^ the oijustom b^gi9.n ; o^er reasons for 
it haye been assigned, a$ may be ^^u in Pluta^ch^ 
A^W Tajrquin's expulsion, ^J^^e ^^J^ three dis- 
tiAct orders of Senators, ^nights, $uid Ooppomons ; 
but it is most to onr purpose to notice f^nother 
diyiftion <rfithe people, io^ Npbik$, fwvi, and Igr- 
mbiks, which seems to h^e laid th? foundation* 
for no Mm^l display of personal prid? and con- 
sequence. For as ;the ^^biles .were wide apaijt 
from the original Nobiles^ ^the n^i, or m^^ ^Ot 
bks, were 4:egarded but as a ^r^oe of upst9M^» 
wivich has been ioo much the caite in other 
countries ; *' JLords that are ancient," says Sel* 
dea in his Table-talk, " we honor, because we 
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know not whence they came. The new ones 
we slight, because we know their beginning. 
It is as it was with St. Nicholas's image. The 
countryman could not find in his heart to adore 
the new image made of his own plum-tree, 
though he had formerly worshipped the old one.** 
I shall not go farther into this subject however 
at present, having elsewhere cited Cicero's Epis* 
tie to Appius Claudius Pulcher> wherein, while 
he confesses himself to be a sort of naims Homo, 
he is terribly severe on those who stand too 
much upon their pedigree : but particularly upon 
Appius himself, whose family had been noted for 
its pride, and who had chosen to take oflTence 
that Cicero should not have paid him so great 
attention as Lentulus, another man of family. 
Cicero asks, with no small indignation, " Quaere 
etiamne Tu has ineptias, homo (me& sententi^} 
summ& prudentia, mult& etiam doctrin&, plurimo 
rerum usu, addo urbanitate, quae est virtus, ui 
Stoici rectissimi putant; Ullam Appietatem, aut 
Lentulitatem, valere apud me plus, quam oma^ 
menta Viftutis existimas ?" — But the whole is worth 
consulting, for its spirit would be lost by an at- 
tempt to translate it. I quote Cicero particui* 
larly, because if any had a right to resent tha. 
contempt cast on him as a novus Homo, he was 
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uncloubtedly the man ; and if the reply to Sallust, 
were really his, which has been attributed to 
faim^ we might be able to judge, how ably he 
could do this, when an occasion presented itself. 
There is much to the piurpose indeed in his 
charges against Verres *. 

The late Lord Tkurlow had occasion once to 
defend himself from some slurs cast upon him in 
the House of Lords, as a notms Homo. How well 
be succeeded, may be seen in a work very re- 
cently published; Mr. Charles Butler*s Remi-^ 
niscences* 

The ancient Philosophers in general considered 
civil Nobility or Gentry as among external things 
that are good; the Stoics ranked them among 
such as are indifferent only ; but the Platonics 
among their degrees or classes of Nobility, 
reckoned that the highest which had for its 
foundation, a man's own worth. 

The Nobiks of Rome however were not satis- 
fied with occupying the first rank, they prided 
themselves as much as any of our modem No- 
bility, on external and visible marks and proofs 
of their Nobility. 

* Marius is rerj eloquent upon the subject, in Sailustf BelL 
Jugurth. 
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Hie chief badge of Nobility amongst the Ro« 
mans* seems to have been a gold ring; with re-* 
gard to which they stood so much upon cere- 
moay, that the Senate was sometimes obliged to 
interfere. Of these gold rings they were so 
choice, that they wore them only on public oc* 
casions, and iron ones instead at home. This 
was certainly being frugal and economical^ if 
there were no particular modesty in it. Atleng^ 
however the pride of this ringed nobility was 
hurt; one Cneius Ftamm, Livy tells n^, being 
unexpectedly, and (as the Roman Nobles thou^t) 
most unworthily, made Mdik, and in conse- 
quence thereof, assuming the gold ring as a 
bodge of his office, many of the mortified Nxd>i^ 
lUy laid aside lliieir rings, and the trappings of 
;tbeir horses. As Livy relates this, and Pliny 
has commented upon it, we may w^l xxmchkte 
it to have been accounted a matter of no meaa 
importance. 

Hiere is another case record.e(d> which shews 
the aeuteness of their feelings iwtth respect to 
this xxmament. The ring was sometimes allowed 
to be worn by those who of bondmen had be** 
come free. This led those who were actually 
free-men born immediately to lay it aside ! '* JVa- 
turam expellas furc&, tamen usque recurret.^' 
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There seems indeed to have beea great con** 
fusion at Rome about these rings; and muck 
jealousy as to the privilege of wearing them ; the 
Plebeians, or Ignobilee, as in most other instanoes^ 
pressing closer and closer upon the Patricii, tiU 
they had nearly usurped all their honors. This 
of the ring very particularly. The decree of the 
Senate upon this point deserves to be recorded^ 
to shew how much importance they attached to 
the privilege, which was denominated in their 
laws the Jus Annulomm, It was judged neces'- 
sary, (I think it was so early in the annals of the 
empire as the reign of Tiberius) to decree, that 
it should not be lawful for any man to wear a 
ring, but be who being free-born both by his 
father and grandAtther^ by his fether's side was 
val«ed at 400/)00 Sesterces, and oould lawfhlljr 
Bit at the Theatre, in one of the fourteen orders 
or degrees. Suetonius tells a curious story of a 
scrape into which Julius Ceesar feU, in relatioo 
to the golden ring. By often shewing the finger^ 
<^his ie/t hand to his soldiers, telling them that 
for their sakes he woukl be content to pluck off 
hts rtiif , he was thought thereby covertly to have 
engaged Umself, in case of t^ir fidelity, to give 
them all the ri^ of wearing the go/(2 rvig, with 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



204 ANCI£NT NOBILITY. 

the substance and rank of a gentleman ; which 
was far from his intention* Nota bene ; what a 
fine golden-ringed army any C€uar might form 
out of the Schoolboys and Dandies of the present 
day!! 

Another badge of Nobility amongst the Ro- 
mansy was^ the Jus Imaginum ; a very important 
distinction, as it consisted in numbers, and was 
therefore so capable of measurement as to leave 
no doubts as to the comparative antiquity and 
greatness of the individuals. For those who had 
the largest number of images and statues of 
distinguished ancestors, were of course accounted 
the most noble. A novus Homo, was supposed 
to have only his own image. (Surely we may 
pause to reflect upon the curious circumstance 
of Cicero's being a nomu Homo, whose statues, 
images, and representations are so prized amongst 
4is at this day !) — ^These images were exhibited 
in their courts, porticoes, and at their funerals ; 
and there can be no doubt but that the display 
of them, was a matter of great pride and ostenta^ 
tion to those who had the most to exhibit. 

It is very reasonably supposed that from hence 
are derived our Coats otArms, as they are caHed ; 
which represent families and connections, in 
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lieu of the pictures and images of individual 
progenitors; and is it not a blessed change^ 
considering what figures of fun, some of our 
family pictures are ? We know itideed that the. 
ancients, generally speaking, might have had 
statues and images of ext]|[uisite workmanship* 
but it is not to be supposed that the images al- 
luded to were of this diescription. Commonly, 
I believe, they were made of wax, and kept in 
wooden cases ; executed in all likelihood in a 
most rude manner, and much the same may be 
said of our family pictures. We have had to 
be sure our Vandykes, Lelys, Knellers, Hudsons^ 
Reynolds^s, 8cc. &c, &c. ; but if we were to rum- 
mage our garrets, or barns, for an orderly seriea- 
of ancestors, 

{** All the fair series of the whiskered race") 

it is probable that most of us would find some, 
that might, without loss of beauty or conse- 
quence, be as well represented by the Dragons, 
Griffins, Wivems, and Sphynxes of heraldry. 
There is one extant of myself at this moment, 
painted by a most indifferent limner, when I was 

in the lower school at . I hope I shall 

never see it again, for to the best of my rccol- 
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lection^ i4 wits as much as pomible like an ass, or 
a mfmkey rampant. I had nnicji rather at once 
be delivered down to my own poeterity in the 
abridgment of armory, viz. G«iles, on a fess, 
8cc. &o. :— but I am not going to discover my- 
self. I shall only say my arms are very chival- 
rous, and my nlime perfectly Roman. My arms 
indeed, acoordteg to Ghiillim, and other authors, 
** betoken a dexterity and nimbleness of wit, to 
penetrate and understand matters of highest 
consequence ;^ but they are military into ihe 
bargain, '' apt and ready to pi^ce,^ ui the same 
learned writers are pleased to observe; and 
from whence ibey seem to h^ve woil^ed out the 
allegory, which does such honor to the intel-^ 
lects of me and my family ; for I hope the arms 
were invented to denote existing excellencies, 
rather than the excellencies invented, to explain 
the arms. 

Having spoken of the Jus Imaginum and Jus 
Annulorum o{ the Romans, I shall next advert 
to the Jus Capilliiii, which though originally 
Roman, and the peculiar distinction of the Cin" 
dnmti, prevailed chiefly amongst the ancient 
Francs, whose Kings -depended so much on the 
distinction of their long hair, that to shave their 
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keads vmn at once to redtioe them to the concH-^ 

tion of subjects. Qspurw ya^ (iajs Agltthiotfi) t^ts 

fiactkUMTi 'Ptuy ^fMfyyav MTAHtOTt X€i^dmy 4^ xkBipiH^ 

fiboi Ti si&nf en vmtw ofit-— t. e. it ^i%s iiot kwfiil for 

the French Kings to cut tiieir hair^ but to co&- 

tinue unshorn from th^ir inftincy. Queen Gto^ 

thilda, when her sons^ on whom she meant to 

kave settled the c^own, in despite of Hlothar 

and HiWeberfe, were sent to her by the latter, 

with a pair of sdssars and a swoird, intimating 

that they must eitlier be shaven or put io death', 

she declared at once, according to Ghregory of 

Tours, who tells the story, that if they were not 

to inherit the throne, she had much rather ^ee 

them dead than shorn. 

This custom of the French Kings led the 
Greeks to nick-name them, r^ixop»xaroi^ Cristati, 
that is, bristle-backed like hogs, and such was 
the stupidity of people in those days, that some 
did really believe them to be bristle-backed ; as 
in the History of Landulphus Sagax — '' Dice- 
bantur ex genere illo descendere Christati, quod 
interpretatur trichorachati. Pilos enim habebant 
in Spina veluti Pord" That is, in short, be- 
cause they had hairs gr&wing do%on their backs like' 
pigs. Cedrenus has exactly the same passage 
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in Greek. It is whimsical enough, that lon^ 
hair being among the ancient French so par-* 
ticttlar a mark of royalty, the King's brodier, 
when there is no Dauphin, should be styled 
Monsieur, which from its simplicity, and singu-- 
larity, the French themseWes call. Monsieur 
sansque^. 

Another distinction of the ancient Eongs of 
France was to seal their letters and public in- 
struments with white wax, rather than red, green, 
or yellow, which latter were in common use. 

Haying given an account of Nobility Antedi-^ 
luvian and Post-dilurian, Grecian and Roman, I 
should now proceed, or rather revert to some of 
our own titles and distinctions, but perhi^s it may 
be well first to say something about Names. 
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I QUESTION whether we must look to names for 
the settlement of any difficulties in regard to 

* In some Reriews of the first Editioo of this section of mj work, 
I am Tery nstnrallj sccnsed of having, for tha purposes of it, '* sadly 
nmsaekedJoeMitter,**—** borrowed pient^jf from Collet's Relics of Li- 
Urahwe^^* and not disdained to *< drag in every stale Jest from the 
nemapopmrs and other periodUah thai came ta wty way.*' This is not 
said ill-natnredlj, and therefore I shall Tentnre npon some reply to 
it. Joe Miller I oertainlj remember to have seen at school, but never 
since, and that was several years ago. Collet*s ReUcs oflAteraiure I 
■erer saw, nor manj other boolcs, which I maj verj possiblj bf 
siiapected of having pillaged in the same way, though it is reallj not 
the case. I have given mj reasons for inserting some stale Jests, 
wbencesoever thej maj be taken *, in my book thej fall nnder some 
arrangement, and may snrelj as well be preserved from oblivion 
there as any where else. Bat how have the newspapers and perio- 
dicals served Me ? bj indolging themselves in nnmeroos extracts, 
and not nnseldora, the insertion of some of mj most original stories, 
withont acknowledgment, and that so soon after the first appearance 
of mj book as to leave it verj donbtfal whether they borrowed from 
me, or / from tJteai, I have great reason also given me to believe, 
that stale and stnpid as I maj be myself, I have beea the cause of 
some new wit in others, for I never saw in the newspapers and ma- 
gazines, reviews and registers, so much about " Surnames" and 
'* mors Smmaates" as has been the case within the few months that 
h\ve elMpsed since the publication of " Heraldic Anomalies." So far 
VOL. 1. P 
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rank and precedence, though, in their origin, 
they were undoubtedly meant to denote some 
personal distinction. According to Salmasius, 
the European surnames are derived either from 
baptismal names, from the names of provinces and 
towns, from the names of trades and professions, 
or from peculiarities of person. But there is not 
one of these cases, which would not now rather 

from being aojprj at this, I am well pleated that it should be so. 
And to prove that I harbour no jealonsj towards mj ptay-fiUowSf I 
shall endearour to add some stability to their performances, by in- 
serting one or two of them in mj new edition ; still going upon the 
principle, that old and new Jests hare an equal claim to be arranged 
and methodized, and that though old Jests and old stories, mmj indeed 
heoldioold persons, there are always yomng persons enough in the 
world, to whom they will infallibly be new when they first meet with 
them, which may as well be in my 5ooi;, as in any Jos MiOsr, CoOet, 
Tommjf Tn^wit, Tfsnospaper, or Psrio£cai whatsoever. But if any 
persons should really think that this section on Names had better 
have been omitted in my second edition, I can only say, that I could 
not leave it out in justice to my publisher, happening to know, that 
tsrtam of my readers, have decidedly pronounced it to be the best 
Action in my book. I shall therefore seek shelter with Richardson, 
under the friendly wing of the Edinburgh Beviewers, who have ex- 
pressly decided In a ease of the like nature. Speaking of Richard- 
ion's novels, " We at one time," say they, *< used to think some 
parts of Sir Charles Grandison rather trifling, and tedious ; espe- 
cially the long deseription of Miss Byron*s wedding clothes, 'till we 
met with two young ladies, who had severally copied out the whole 
of that very description for their own private gratification. After 
0tis, who could hktme the mtthor?" 
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lead to confusion than order> for who is to 86t^ 
tie between our Richardswts and DicksoM, Jolm^ 
sons and Jachons, Adams's and Adamsons, C/e- 
ments's and Clementsons, Davys^s and DavisoM, 
Evanses and Evansons, Roberts's and Robertsons, 
Stephens's and Stephensons, Williams's and TFtV- 
Uamsdns, &c. 8cc. Sec. ? — to say nothing of all the 
FUzX Fitz^Patrick, Fttz- William, &c. 8cc. 8cc. : 
the Welsh Aps and Scotch Macsl — ^between our 
Yorhs and ComwaUs, Somersets and Wiltshires^ 
ChesUres and Cumberlands, Derbys, Chesters, Lan^- 
casters, Chichesters, Leicesters^ Lewes' s. Ryes, Mar* 
lows, Wickhams, Henleys, Southwells, Wiltons, 
Pools, Wells's, Wakefields, Halifax's, Kendals, Bar* 
nets, &c. &c. ? — Between our Smiths and Taylors^ 
Wheelers and Fullers, Iremongers and Porters, Wea- 
vers and Sadlers, Masons and Tylers, Coopers and 
Turners, Drapers and Dyers, Fishers and Fowlers, 
Hunters ^nd Gimners, Glovers and Hosiers, Tan-- 
ners and TtnAers, Butchers and Bakets, Shepherds 
and Farmers, Cooks and Stewards, Sawyers and 
Carpenters, &c. ?— 'Between (as to colours) our 
Greens and our Scarlets, our Grey5 and Browns, 
our Blacks and WTitto, our Ptwfc and Tawneys? 
As tp our properties and qualites^ between 
our Loit^ and Shorts, our Sharps and Blunts, 
p2 
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Rich and Poor, Large and Small, 8cc. ? Who 
would like to be accounted in society exactly 
what their names import ? Foxes, Wolfs, Hawkes, 
Savages, Bulls, Lyonsy Hogs, Herrings, Sprats,. 
Salmons, Tench, Seals, Sparrows, Swallows, (in- 
cluding Martins) Camels, Cocks, Drakes, Crows, 
Cranes, Swans, Rookes, Nightingales, &c. ? What 
Lady would like to take rank only as a Hassey 
or a Trollope? and where should we place the 
Potts, Jordans, Buttons, Buckles, Westcotts, and 
Tuckers? Not that I would be thought in any 
manner to depreciate one of these names. There 
are classical authorities for them without end.. 
The Romans had their Figuli or Potters ; Vitrei 
or Glaziers: Pictores or Painters: Pistores or. 
Bakers: and of the very names above enumerated^ 
as appertaining chiefly to ourselves^ many we 
know to be now ennobled, and the generality 
of them, (if not all,) of distinguished eminence 
in the annals of history. Our House of Com-, 
mons indeed has at different, and no very dis-. 
tant times, numbered amongst its members, 
A Fox, A Turner, Two Lemons, 

A Hare, A Plumer, with 

A Rooke, A Miller, One Peel, 

Two Drakes, A Farmer, Two Roses, 
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A Finch, A Cooper, One Ford, 

Two' Martins, An Abbot, Two Brqokes, 
Three Cocks, A Falconer, One i%o^> 
A Hart, Nine Smiths, and yet but 

Two Herons, A Porter, One FisA, 

Two Lambs, Three Pi/^5, A Forrester, 
A Leach, Two fftY/^^ An iim62rr, 

A iStoon, Two Woods, A Hunter, 

Two Bakers, An Orchard, and only 

Two Taylors, A Bame, One ilyd^. 

But^ what is the most surprising and melan- 
choly thing of all, it has never had more than 
one Christian belonging to it, and at present 
is without any. 

I -have been shewn what was called an Inven<^ 
t6ry of the Stock Exchange Articles, to be seen 
there every day, (Sundays and Holidays ex- 
cepted,) from ten till four o*clock* 

A Raven, a Nightingale, two Daws, and a 
Swift. 

A Flight md 9, Fall. 

Two Foxes, a Wolf, two Shepherds., 

A Tailor ,^ a Collier, a Mason, a Tanner, three 
Turners, four Smiths, three Wheelers, two Bar- 
4er5, a Painter, a CooA, a Potter, and five 
Coopers. 
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Two Greens, four BrovjfU, aa4 two Greys* 
A PUgrim, a King, a Chapel, a Chaplain, a 
Parson, three Clerks, and a Pope. 
Three Basils, two Dunn^, a Hoare, and a 

A ^iT/, « Pafe> and two iSeil^. 
A ^Hose, two Budds^ a Cherry, a Flower 9 two 
Fine5, a JSircii, ft Pearif, and two Peppercorns. 
A i$^^e/» two jBe//s« a Pvlley^ and two jBoii^ 

Of towftS, Sh^ldn Dover, Imcaster, Wake^ 
field, and JRowr-pf tbipg*, Barnes^ Wood, Coals, 
Slaples, UHh, Pickle, and, ia^, a ^ed% / 

Some Names indeed would fall naturally into 
an order of precedence peculiar tp theiaBelvea^ as 
was shewn in the celebrated jury at Huntingdon, 
said to be taken at the Assizes, before Judge 
Dodderidge, in July, 1619, and which by plaoipg 
a comma after the Ohristian Name, would run 
thus; 

Maximilian, King of Joseland. 

Henry, Pniif ob of Oodmanchester. 

George, Dukb of Summersham. 

William, Marquis of Stukcley. 

Edmund, Earle of Harford. 

Richard, Baron of Bythorne. 
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Robert, Baron of St. Neots. 

Stephen, Pops of Newton. 

Stephen, Oarbinal of Kimboltoa. 

Humphry, Bishop of Bugdm. 

Jtobei:t, IiORDofW^ely. 

Robert^ Knight of Winwick. 

William, Abbot of Stokely. 

William, Dban of Old Weston. 

John, Archdeacon of Paxton. 

Peter, 'Squire of EaAton. 

Edward, Fryer of Ellington. 

Henry, MoNK#f Stukely* 

Qeorge, Gentleman of Spaldwid^. 

George, Priest of Grafbam. 

Richard, Deacon of Catworth. 

ThomaA, Yeoman of Bentham. 
The Chinese have a law which would, I think, 
a good deal embarrass our worthy fellow subjects 
in Waki and Scotland. It prohibits any persons^ 
bearing the samefamfy name, though no wey re^ 
hkd, Irom intennarrying. 

The Romans appear Co have been very parti- 
ciijiar about Names, some of which were bestowed 
upofi occasions bordering upon the ludicrous. 
As in regard to the name PratexMus, noticed 
by Auius Gellius, and after him, Maerobim, ac* 
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cording to whom, it is represented to have be- 
come a family name in this extraordinary manner. 
The Pratextati, it is pretty generally known, was 
originally the name of the purple-bordered gown, 
the distinction of the Roman Priests and Magis- 
trates. These Prtetexta were permitted to carry 
their sons with them to the Senate, and it was 
usual, when any great mattier was under dis- 
cussion, ta adjourn to a future day ; daring 
which interval, all who were present, were bound 
to keep what was passing amongst them, a pro- 
found secret ; the Mother irf one Papirius, who 
had been to the Senate-house with his Father, 
happened to have her curiosity awakened to 
know what they had been about. The young 
man told her, he must be silent, for it was on 
no account to be revealed. For uMch rea$on, 
says Aulus Gellius, (who seems to have known 
the ladies pretty well) her desire to learn all 
about it, was but the more increased. The studied 
silence of her son, excited her to worry him al- 
most to death with questions and inquiries. In 
proportion as he resisted, she reiterated her de- 
mands, till he judged it fair enough at last to 
set himself free by the following stmtagem. He 
told her the question about to be decided was. 
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whether it would be better for the mtfi to have 
two ivives, or that one woman should be allowed 
to marry two husbands. This was quite enough 
for the lady Papirius. Away she posts to all the 
matronly gentlewomen in Rome, to tell them 
what was about to be done. On the day ap- 
pointed accordingly, when the discussion was 
to be resumed, the Senators were surprised to 
find all the avenues to the Senate House, 
thronged with women, in the utmost state of 
agitation, all imploring (or as some manuscripts 
would have it, insisting) that one woman should 
by all means be allowed two husbands, rather 
than one man two wives. The Senators, says 
Macrobius, (in which he goes a little beyond 
Atilus GelKm, though probably not beyond the 
truth) were not only utterly astonished at what 
Aey saw and heard, but c-nf— nd-dly frightened 
into the bargain; " pavescebant^* is his expres* 
sion ; till the youth Papirius cleared up the whole 
matt^ to them« 

The fidelity with which he had kept the true 
secret from transpiring, struck tllem so forcibly, 
that they gave him the very name of Pratex^ 
tatus as a cognomen. But for fear other young 
men should not be so well able to parry the at- 
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tacks^ or resist the importunities of the ladies of 
Rome, they prudently enough at the same time 
decreed, that the young Preetextatus should 
thenceforth be the only person of his age, ad- 
mitted to their councils. This Cognomen after^ 
wards became a family name *• 

Such honorable titles and additions were in^ 
telligible enough ; but how men of rank and im- 
portance came to have cognomina of a very differ- 
ent description, we might be puzzled to explain, 
if Macrobiui had not considered the subject, and 
attributed it entirely to accident. We should 
think Ais and Sow not very elegant names, and 
yet there were persons of respectability at Rome 
who bore them ; no less indeed than the Cor^. 
neUan and TremdUan families. The former got 
tiie name of Atina, by one of the &mily having 
agreed to buy a farm, who being asked to give 
pledges for the fulfilment of his engagement, 
caused on ass loaded with money to be led to the 
Forum, as the only pledge that could be wanted. 
The Tremellian family got the name of Beropha 

* I h«r« gJTen ibis storj fts I find it in At^ GeUius and Mgcro- 
i>ius. It is very differently told by French and Italian authors, as 
Bayfe has shewn in his Dictionary. Aulas Gellius himscU' derived it 
imm Cato. 
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or Sow in~a manner by no means so reputable ; 
but by what we should call in these days a hoax; 
and a very unftiir one into the bargain. A sow 
hftving strayed from a neighbour's yard into that 
of one of the TremelUu the servants of the latter 
killed her. The master caused the carcase to 
be placed under some bedclothes where his lady 
was accustomed to li^, and when his neighbour 
came to search for his pig* undertook to swear 
that there was no old sow in his premises, except 
the one that was lying among those bedclothes, 
which his neighbour very naturally concluded 
to be ^Ae lady herself^ How the latter liked the 
compliment, (or mch a cold pig in Iter bedp) the 
story does not relate, but from that time th^ 
Tremellii acquired the Cognomen of Scropha or 
Sown which became afterwards so fixed a family 
name, as to make Sows of all their progeny, both 
mala and female. 

It is well that l.ord Chancellor Hardwicke'» 
most respectable family did not get the sama^ 
elegant appellation, if the following story be true., 
lady B. having ordered her bailiff to procure a 
sow of a particular size and breed, and which he 
had long endeavoured to do without success^ the 
inan suddenly accosted her ladyship one day 
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when she had much company with her, ** I have 
been to Royston Fair, my Lady, and got a sow 
exactly of your Ladyship's size and breed.** Every 
body knows that the great Roman Orator, Marcus 
Tullius, got the name of Cicero (a name which 
\i»rill live for ever) from a nob at the end of the 
nose of one of his family, which happened to 
resemble Chick-pease, in Latin Cicer. The Wolf 
that suckled Ronlulus and Remus, was probably 
only Mistress Lupa, the Shepherd's meretrici* 
ous wife : as Cyrus's nurse Spdco, which in the 
language of the Medes, according to Herodotus, 
dignifying a Bitch, gave occasion for the story 
that that great King was nursed by one of those 
animals. What happened amongst the Athe-* 
nians, is a good deal to the purpose, and having 
a direct reference to Names, will bear to be in- 
serted here. \One Le^ma, a lady of bad fione, 
having slain a tyrant, and by so doing merited 
public honors^ instead of suffering any statue 
of herself to be erected, which would have been 
an offence to the public morals, the Magistrates 
caused the figure of a Liormess, (Leeena, Ai«iHi) 
to be erected in its stead. 

Cortnmis became a family name amongst the 
Romans, from an odd circumstance that oc- 
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curred to Martmm Valtrius, aB related by Aulus: 
Gellius, upon the highest authority > as he tells 
us himself^ it never at least haying been contra-- 
dieted ; '* baud quisquam est nobilium scripto-; 
rum, qui secus dixerit.'* We must conclude it 
therefore to be quite true, that once upon a tipie, 
when the Gaub contended against the Romans, 
and the leader of the former party had offered 
to decide the matter by single combat, Valerius 
the Tribune having accepted the challenge, was 
so assisted by a Crow, as easily to obtain the vic- 
tory: one of those birds having settled on his 
helmet at the commencement of the fight, and 
with every weapon he could use, beak, claws, 
wings, &c. so dreadfully assaulted the enemy, as 
soon to place him " hors de Combat," as the 
French say. Hence the name of Crow, (which 
we have amongst ourselves, but probably not 
for the same reason) to the ancient family of the 
Valerii. 

There were Roman names obnoxious to pum, 
and pretty severe ones too ; as for instance : a 
young lady of light reputation having two lovers 
at a time, one of whom was named Pompeius 
Macula, (which signifies a Spot) the. other Ful- 
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vius, the son of a Fulkr, her own brother re- 
marked^ that he wondered his sister should not 
be without Spat, having a Ikiller so constantly 
in attendance upon her. 

Urban the Vlllth^ whose family name was 
Barberini, ran into all the extravagancies of 
Nepotism. His nephews and relatives obtained 
such power and wealthy and in building of Pa- 
laces, made so fi>eewith the antiquities of Rome^ 
that the following slur upon them was put into 
Pasquin's hands. *' Quod non fecenant Bar^ 
bari, fecerunt Babbarimi/' 

The following is not a bad pasquinade; though 
I must leave it untranslated. 

A man called Casar, not very long ago married 
a girl of the name ot Rofna; both being common 
names at Rome. They lived in the Piazza Na- 
vona, close to Pasquin*s Statue ; in whose hand 
was found the next morning the following paper. 

Cave CaMor, ne tua Roma 
Hes publiea ^9X\ 

The name of CtiKar brings to my mind the 
following curious story, told by Lord Clarendon, 
and which he declares to be " a known truth.** 
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As Buch, he relates it at considerable lengthy 
but it is capable of abridgment. Sir JaUus Ctmat 
Master of the Rolls^ having by the interference 
of the Court, been prevented giving to his own 
son, an appointment he had designed for him, 
the Earl of TuUibardine, a near relation of Mr. 
C^tsar, endeavoured to procure for the latter a 
promise of a reversion of a Six Clerks' place^ in 
case his Father should die before another ocoa* 
sion of serving him should offer. Lord Trea- 
surer Weston Earl of Portland, was the person 
to whom he principally applied, but he being an 
absent careless mem, forgot to do what Lord 
Tullibardine had desired, namely, to get the 
King's Sign Manual for the appointment. To 
assist his bad memory, he requested Lord T. to 
give him a note in writing, which he accordinisly 
did ; only putting upon a small piece of paper 
the two words, " Remember CasarJ' Many 
days past, but Ceesar was never thought of. At 
length, when he changed his cloaths, and his 
servant as usual had brought to him all the notes 
and papers found in those he had left off, upon 
the discovery of the little billet inscribed *' Re- 
member Casar/* he was exceedingly confounded, 
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and knew not what to think of it. He sent for 
his bosom friends ; communicated to them his 
apprehensions, that it could only signify some 
conspiracy against his life, and that in the case 
of Casar himself, the neglect of such notice had 
terminated as they all knew, in his assassination. 
On their advice therefore he feigned indisposi* 
tion, confined himself to the house, had the 
gates shut, with orders to the porter to open 
them to nobody whatsoever, and a guard of 
many servants placed there to resist violence. 
This continued for some time, till the Earl of 
TulUbardine having obtained an interview, and 
asking him with some earnestness whether he 
had " remembered Ctesar*' at once opened his 
eyes to the real cause of all his perturbation 
and trouble, and as he could not forbear impart- 
ing it to his friends, the whole jest thus came to 
be discovered. 

Julius Caesar himself seems, according to Plu- 
tarch, to have hastened his end by 9Lpun upon 
Names. When the people in commendation of 
the Tribunes, who took the* crowns from the 
Statues of Csesar, where his friends had placed 
them, called them Brutuss, in allusion to the 
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first Brutus^ who cut off the saccession of Kings, 
Csesar was so offended, that he not only displaced 
the Tribunes, but abused the people, by calling 
them, " Brutiet Cumaei/' beasts and sots ; which 
naturally gave great offence. 

The story of Sir Julius is an instance indeed 
of a mistake in Names, rather than of a pun. 
Qf the latter, however, we have many upon re- 
cord, that deserve to be preserved, though ever 
so old or common, in a work of this nature. I 
shall give you them as they occur to my recol- 
lection. 

On the failure of two Bankers in the County 
of Cork, of the names of Gonne and Going — 

" Going and gone are now all one. 
For Gonne is going, and Going's gone.'* 

Dr. Lettsom's manner of signing his prescrip- 
tions (" I. Lettsom'O gave birth to the follow- 
ing, with which the Doctor himself is said to 
have been highly amused, and which may there- 
fore be introduced, to the credit of his great 
good humour. 

** When anj Patients call in Jiaste, 
I ph jsict, bleeds, and sweats 'en ; 
If after that they choose to die, 
Whj reriljr, — I Let^ em," 

' VOL. 1. Q 
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On the rumoured resi^iation of die Russiai^ 
Admiral Pukb, while Ibe'Granlj Duke Cof^Uun- 
tine presideid at the Adburalty ; 

I am sick of the service — »o tell the Grand Duke 
IVe thrown np my ComriM»i^—*janr Servant, 

John Pyne. 

The following being said to be written by a 
Peer, (or spoken extempore as jrepott goes) he 
utiBst be answerable for any peimlties attaching 
to the crime otScandabim Magnatum: 

On being told that the Bkhop of O. (iDr« 
Ooodenough) was appointed to preach -before 
ihe House of Peers — 

'* 'Tis well enough that Ooodenough 
Before the Lords should preach ; 
Tor sure enough theyVe bad enough 
He undertakes to teach/' 

When the above most respectable Prelate was 
made Bishop of C. a certain Dignitary whoin 
the public had expected to get the appointment, 
being asked by a friend how he came not to be 
the new Bishop, replied, because I was not 
Good'Cnough! This deserves to be preserved, 
because it is unique in its kind ; for I will venture 
to say, that whoever has the pleasure to be ac- 
quainted with the particular Dignitary (now a 
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Prehtte) to whom J allude, fwiU be pedectljfMtis- 
fied, 4faat uohody amid lia^e said it, but himself. 

A person whose name was GhiN, complaining 
to a friend that his Attorney, in his bill had not 
let him eff easily^ — ^that is no wonder, answered 
his firiend, as heckargid you too high *• 

In a caricature exhibited in Italy during Buo- 
naparte's reign, in which two figures of Pasquin 
and Marforio were introduced, the former was 
Represented as saying, *' tutti i Francesi sono 
ladroni,'' to which the latter was made to reply, 
" Non tutti, ma buona parte.*' 

* Tka Editor of the JjiUrar; Gtawtte, in a^reriew of th« first, Eft^ 
tion of this work, has supplied toother story appertaiolng to the name 
of Gun, to the following effect. A Mr. Alexander Gon, belonging to 
^e Chutoms at' Edinburgh, baring been dismissed for improper 
floadii«t,-,the tntrj of tier fact, in the book opposite to hit B«me.«la#i 
thus. A» GuH, discharged for maimg afaUt report. 

As one story is sure to bring up another, the following seems too 
needy related to the above to be passed over, being an nndodbted 
hit, At a oeitain <)Uy on the Oxfoid Claeiitt, where a partvoediw 
.weighing machine was kept, it was usual for the Gentlemen, of .the 
Law to be weighed, and opposite the account of the weight in the 
book, to enter their names and places of abode, stating whether the 
weighing' took place in the Ibrenoon or afternoon, that is, before or 
alter duiner. It hi#|M«ed that the name of one of the gentlemfo ip 
weighed was John Gotobed, of the Inner Temple, London, who on 
the pen being put into his hand, very correctly wrote as follows, 
I Go io bed m the Temple t^er dmner, 

q2 
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During the violences of the French Re?(rfu* 
tion a relation of Rewbell, one of the directors, 
of the name of Rapinat, having been sent ioto 
Switzerland to raise money, pillaged the country ' 
so unmercifully as to compel the Government to 
recall him ; upon which the following epigram 
i^peared at Paris ; 

Question u'Etymolog'ie. 

« Vn bon Suisse que Ion mine, 
Voodrait bien que Ton decidiit ; 
Si Rapinai vient de Raphte 
On Rapine de RaphuU V* 

Among political puns the following deserves a 
place. The cavaliers during CromwelFs usurpa- 
tion were accustomed in their libations, to put a 
crumb of bread into a glass of wine, and before 
they drank it say, ** God send this Crum well 
down !" 

Though not perhaps to be reckoned amongst 
puns, yet the names of things as well as persons, 
are liable to very odd perversions. I do not like 
the name of our gold coin the Sovereign on this 
account. We need be careful of not incurring 
the charge of High Treason, by our common ex- 
pressions concerning it. How strangely the 
following must sound to any loyal ear. 

I have got a dreadfully bad Sovereign. 
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I wish I coxddckange my Sovereign. 

I am sure the Sovereign I have got is not 
uH>rth twenty shillings. 

I have but Aa^ a Sovereign. 

And how many of his Majesty's most devoted 
subjects, if they were to speak their minds 
freely, must cordially and daily wish, to have 
more Sovereigns than one. 

To console however the friends of Monarchy, 
we may be just as certain that every person in 
his Majesty's dominions would rather have one, 
than none. 

There is a facetious story current, of a very 
loyal Baronet, who labouring under a fit of ill- 
ntgss, had a remedy proposed to him by a friend, 
who undertook to promise, that if he would but 
make trial of it, he would find it to be " a radical 
cure." A radical devil, cries the enraged loy- 
alist ; I hate all your radicals — I'll have nothing 
to do with it ! His friend stood corrected, but in 
a short time repeated his advice. Pray try it, 
says he ; let me be^ of you ; I know it to be a 
Sovereign remedy ! O give it me ; bring it directly, 
says the worthy Baronet, I'll swallow it at all 
adventures. 

There was in former times a gold coin called 
an Angel, the value of which being the exact 
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amount of a lawyer's fee, gave birth to tii(&fi>l- 
lojvioig epigram : 

Upon Anne — 's Marriage with a Lawyer. 

" Anne is an Angel, what if so she be ? 
What is an Anffd bat a Lawyer's Fee ?" 

We have a term for a beggar, which being pro- 
perh/ divided^ may very well express what is too 
generally the^ case with every individual of that 
featenuty^ viz. ** Mendicant," or, Mend^I-am't! 

Whether the following is to be regarded aa a 
proper pun upon Names, I leave to the judgment 
of my reader. There is certainly a good deal of 
clasaicsi wit in it. 

Oathe bankruptcy of a person of the name of 

HOMSB. 

Thad BotMif AwM a banbcnpt be» 

la not saverj Odd d'-ye see : 

If it be true as I'm instructed, 

So Ill-hb-had bis books condncted *• 

The Pulpit has, according to report, been 
occasionally occupied by Punsters. The two 

^ Stnce the piiblioatioa of the first Bdition of this work thare been 
tl^plted with the iblloviAg, to the fine effevti IHieleMAedMK.Hi. 
Homer, whose premature death oeonrred not long ago, being taken 
unwell in a party of friends, and compelled to quit Ae room abroptly, 
one, who knew no^ the^ cause, observed, " Homer's Odd-t-aee ;** one 
mho m, Implied, *' Honvetf'a !»./-««." 
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following cases may I hope be cited wi4i|o«i 
ofience, as instances of pons upon JKamss. 

At Bedford Election once. Me* Wbitbreail 
aad. Mr. Howard were opposed by a Mr.. Spar- 
row. The Ckrgymftn^ a Wainb supports of the 
£6rmer party, duiing the heat of the Elect^n^ 
ouStttiday morning took foa his Tex(, '' ajre noit 
two Sparrows sdld for a farthing?" . In order tQ 
draw fcom it this enconragement to hb firirendil^ 
** Fear ye not therefore, ye are of laore talue 
than many Sparrows" 

A Clergyman of the name of Friend, who had 
got possession of a Uring in a way that, t^n- 
Amd it doubtfiil wheth^ it «ught aot be re^ 
^uded as a simoniacal CQijttract, wa^ impmikiit 
enough to ask a neighbouring Cletgy)[qm t|o 
preach for him on the day he was to read in, (as 
it is called) who had remonstrated with him in 
the course of the negotiaMon^ and being hauoor- 
ously inclined, to the great consternation of the 
new Incumbent, sitting in the desk below him, 
ehose for his Test^ '* Frien4, hew cao^est thou in 
hither ?•* 

Within the precincts of one of our Cathedrals,, 
a Ball being about to take place at the house of 
one Qf the Canons, a gentleman of th^ nam^ of 
N^ys, was a^ked in compje^ny, whiethiei 1^ wa^ to 
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be present at it. To be sure said a gentleman 
who heard it, how should a Canon Ball go off 
without Noy9 ? 

On Lord Rockingham^s becoming Minister dur- 
ing our disputes wiUi America, a declaratory Bill 
being brought into the House of Commons, which 
was judged to be too tame a measure by the ad- 
Terse party, the following distich appeared from 
the pen of a noted epigrammatist, Mr. or rather 
Dr. YamittaTt. 

You bad better dsdsrs, wbich yon mtj whboat tbocking 'em, 
Tbat tbe Nttioo*g o^mp^ and tbe Mtniiter Rodcimg *mm. 

An old gentleman of the name of Gould hay- 
ing married a very young wife, wrote a poetical 
epistle to a friend, to inform him of it^ and con* 
eluded it thus ; 

" So jovt see, mj dear Sir, tboogb I'm Eighty years old ; 
A Giri of E%hteeB U io love witb M GmW 

To which his friend replied. 

** A Girl of Eighteen may love Gould it is tme, 
But believe me, dear Sir, it is Gold witbont UV* 

The old Epitaph upon the Earl of KUdart, is 
admirable in its way. 

<< Who hard KUdare ? who dar'd Kildar$ to m? 
Death Kff*tf KiUtn; who dsret m whom he wiU." 

The Story of Dr. Mountain and that facetious 
Monarch Charles II. is . strongly characteristic 
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of the times, and very applicable to our purpose. 
A Bishopric being vacant, Charles happened to 
ask his Chaplain Dr. Mountain whom he should 
appoint. " Why, Sir,*' says Uie latter, " if your 
Majesty had but faith, I could tell you who.*' 
'* How so," said the King, ** j^ I had hut faith V 
•* Why in that case,'' said the Doctor, " your 
Majesty might say to this Mountain, be thou re- 
moved into the Seb," 

The following on the deaUi of a Miss Lettuce, 
is old, but fair enough. 

" O mereUeti Death ! who to please bii old palate, 
Has cropped our yomuf iMhice to make him a sallad !*' 

When her late M ^y arrived from the Con- 
tinent imder circumstances of bustle and confu- 
sion, to which we need not revert, the celebrated 
Dr. Parr, for a short time, attended upon her, 
to read prayers, &c. 8cc. His place was after- 
wards said to be supplied by a gentleman of the 
name of FeUowes. Upon which the following 
Epigram was written. 

There's a difference between 

Dr. Pmr and the Q n, 

For the retson jon need not go far, 

The Doctor is jealous 

Of certain little FeUowes, 
Whom the Q n thinks mach above Pur ! 
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I hope I shall not go too fiir if I add a few 
more. I am not seeking to accmnulate such 
things with any catch-penny views, but because 
f have frequently fallen into companies^ ia 
which the very best and evtea the very oldest of 
them were unknown, and may thecefore reason* 
ably suppose, that to some of my readecs at 
least, msmy of them may still be new. I shaU 
confine myself strictly to i^uch as need give no 
offiance, and have been circulated by others be- 
fore me. Shenstone used to comfort hMuaelf 
with the reflection that he bore a name that was 
not obnoxious to a Pun, But there have been 
compliments conveyed by puns on names, with 
which the most fastidious might consent to be 
pleased ; as for instance, that of Mr. E.'s (now Lord 
te.) to Laify Paine, afterwards lady L — v-*-gt — n, 
who lamented his sufferings under a violent 
tooth-aehe. 

** Whatever I suffer, I'll n«ver complain, 
He never knew pleasnre, wbo never knew Paine." 

But the foUovnng, pretended to be from the 
pen of the immortal Shakespeare, and addressed 
to the lady he married, deserves not to be 
passed by, for there is certainly a good deal of 
ingenuity in it It is inscribed to the Idol of 
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mine eyes and the delight of my heart, Anne 
Hathaway. 

I. 

Would ye be taaght je feallicr'd throng 
With love's sweet note to grace yoor song. 
To pierce the heart with thrilling lay, 
Listen to mine Anne Hathaway! 
She hath a way to sing so clear, 
Phcebas might wondVing stop to-hew. 
To melt the sad^ make blithe the gay. 
And Nature charm, Anm htdh a way ; 

She hath a way, 

Atme Hathaway, 
To breathe delight, Anne hath a way* 

When Envy's breath and rancVoas tooth 

Do soil and bite fair worth and troth. 

And meiit to dMrestf betn^F r 

To soothe the heart, Anne hath a way. 

She hath a way to chase despair, 

To hod all grief, te.e«te all cart, 

Tom foulest night to fairest day. 

Thou know'st, fond heart, Anne hath a way ; 

She httm a way, 

Atme Hathaway, 
To make grief bliss, Anne hath a way, 

III. 

Tdk Bot vf Gems, th» orient li«t. 
The diamond, topaze, amethyst. 
The emerald mild, the ruby gay ; 
Talk ofii^ gem, Amae Hathvway ! 
Sbe hath a way with her bright eye. 
Their various lustre to defy. 
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The jewel she, and the foil tbej. 
So sweet (o look, Anne hath a uHty, 

She hath a way, 

Anne Hatha waj. 
To shame bright Gems, Anoe hath a way ! 

IV. 

But were it to my faocj g'lT'n 

To rate her charms, I'd call them Heav'D ;. 

For though a mortal made of clay. 

Angels mast love Ajine Hathaway ; 

She hath a way so to contronl, 

To raptare tb' iropris6a*d soul, 

And sweetest Heav*n on earth display. 

That to be Heaven, Anne hath a way; 

She hath a way, 

Atme Hathaway, 
To be HeavVs self, Anne hath a way! 

Anne Hathaway was eight years older than 
Shakespeare, but still only in her 26th year when 
he married her ; " an age," says Dr. Drake, 
" compatible with youth and with the most al- 
luring beauty/' As the same learned writer and 
biographer asserts that not so much as a frag- 
ment of the bard's poetry addressed to his War- 
wickshire beauty, has been rescued from obli- 
vion, we may well conclude that the Poem just 
cited is spurious ; but that Shakespeare had an 
early dispontian to write such verses, we may 
conclude from what he says in Love's Labour's 
Lost, Act IV. sc. 3. 
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« Nerer durst poet tooeh a pea to write* 

Until his ink were teoiper'd with loTe't siglis." 

The following on Miss Rain, deserves, I think, 
to be introduced. 

Whilst shivVing beaux at weather rail. 
Of frosi, and moid, aud trtad, and hail. 

And heai and eoU complain ; 
Mj steadier mind is alwajs bent 
Oa om tote object of content, 

1 ever wish for Rain ! 

Hymen thy Vot*ry*s prayV attend. 
His anxious hope aad suit befriend. 

Let him not ask in rain ; 
His thirsty soul, his parch'd estate^ 
His glowing breast commiserate ; 

la pity giro him Rain ! 

This almost reminds us of the Spanish sonnet 
so commended by Le Sage in his Diabk Boiteux. 

'* Ardo y lloro sin sossiego 
Uorando y ardiento tanto, 
Que Bi el Ikmio apaga el/kego 
Ni etjuego consume el ttaitto" 

I burn and weep without ceasing, and yet so, 
that neither my tears can quench my flame, nor 
vocy flame dry up my tears. 

Such grave characters as Archbishops have 
been complimented in this way, and no doubt 
very justly. 

On the death of Archbishop Moore: succeeded 
by- the Right Rev. Dr. Manners Sutton. 
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What.iaj 3ntm?— the iirehbishop'fl 4etd ! 
A lots indeed I — Oh, on h» head 

Mt J Heav'o its blessings pour ! 
Bat if with ench a heart and mind. 
In Manners joa bis equal find. 

Why need yoa wish for M-ORE ? 

On the latter of the above two names another 
impromptu is extant, which will be well under- 
stood by all lovers of Poetry, ancient or modem. 

O ! moarn not for Anacreon dead ! 
O ! moam not for Anacreon fled ! 
The Lyre still breathes he toiioh*d before. 
For We have one Anaoreom M-orb! 

The following is a curious^ because a very 
grave pun upon names, extracted from Fuller's 
" Grave Thoughts" and cited by Mr. Southey in 
his Life of Wesley. " When worthy Master 
Hern, famous for his living, preaching, and writ- 
ing, lay on his death^bed, (rich only in goodness 
and children) his wife made such womanish 
lamentations^ what should become of her little 
ones ? Peace^ sweet-heart, said he, that Qod who 
feeddth the Ravens will not starve die Hems; a 
speech censured as light by some, observed by 
others as prophetical; as indeed it eame to pass 
that they were aU well disposed of." 

But even Popes of Rome have indulged tliem^ 
selves with punning upon names. In tiie iVIth 
century, Gregory the Great sent St, Augustme 
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into .Britain tO)preacfa liie Gospel to the Saxons. 
The cause of his taking this interest in;the affaiirs 
of Britain is thus related in timt Verycurioiis old 
ifistory, HoUinshed's Cluonidle, after JBf&. ''It 
chancBd whilst the same Gregory was as yet but 
^Archdeacon of the Sea of Rome^ oertayne yoog 
hoyes were brought thither to be solde out'of 
Korthumberland, according to the customable 
use of that countrey ! It fortuned that Gregory 
coming to beholde them, when hee considered 
and well viewed their fayre skimies> their sweete 
visages, and beautifuU bushes of their bright 
and y allow heares, he asked whence they came, 
and whether the men of their countrey were 
Christians. Whereunto it was aunswered that 
they were not — ^whereat Gregory fetching a deepe 
sighy sayd, Oh ! alass ! that the author of dark- 
nesse doth as yet possesse men of so brightsome 
countenaunces, and that with the grace of such 
faire shining visages, they beare about minds 
voyde of inward grace. — He demanded againe 
by what name the people were called ; and an- 
swercvW^is made that they wer called Angli, that 
is Englishmen. And worthily, saith he, for they 
have Angels' faces, and such as ought to be 
made fellow heires with Angeh in Heaven. Then 
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asked he the name of the province (torn whence 
they were brought ; and it was told him thejr 
were of Deira. It is well, sayd he, they are to 
be delivered de ird Dei, that is to say, from the 
ire and wrathe of Qod. — ^What name, (sayd he) 
hath the King of that Province, whereunto an- 
sw^e was made that he was called Alia. Where- 
upon alluding to the name, he sayd, that AUelva 
ought to be sung in those partes to the praise 
and honor of God the Creator." > 

Punning upon names in Epitaphs have been 
common ; some I have mentioned. The two fol- 
lowing are not amiss. 

On Mr. Thomas Huddlestone. 

Here Uet Thomtu HwddUitone ! — Reeder doD*i smile* 
Bat reflect, while hit Tomb-stooe joa view ; 

For Death, who kilfd him, in a very short while, 
Will huddle-E'ttome apon yoM / 

On John Penny. 

Reader ! of Cash, — if thou'rt in want of any, 
Di^ four feet deep, and tboa shalt find a— Penny. 

In Lucian's Cock there is a banter upon those 
who changed their names to acquire importance, 
as in the case of one Simon, who, having grown 
very rich, thought himself worthy, enn iw/KKaSn, 
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•nr^atm/KKaSta fmu, to have a name of four sylla- 
bles instead of two, iSunomdles instead of Simon. 
When the late Lord Melcombe, Bubb Dodding- 
ton^ was appointed ambassador to Spain, having 
,at that time only the name of Bubb^ Lord Ches- 
•terfield rallied him upon his temerity in rentur^ 
ing among the grandees of Spain, who generally 
.bore a multiplicity of titles, with such a mono- 
j^Uabk of a name, intimatii^ that they would 
account him but a mere plebeian. The new am- 
.bassador was confounded, and actually perplex- 
ed what to do. " Can I," said he to Lord C, 
'* lengthen it in any way ?" " I think you may," 
replied his Lordship — '* try if yoU cannot get 
them to call you Silly-Bubb r 

Voltaire had a stupid fat Friar living with him 
at Ferney, who was useful to him, and who 
went by the name of Pere Adam, Father Adam ; 
a Gentleman who was visiting there, happening 
to get a glimpse of this inmate of so celebrated 
a house, asked Voltaire if that was Father Adam? 
Yes, replied Voltaire, that i$ Father Adcmi, but 
not Xhefint of men. 

It is well known that we have some regular 
heraldic puns upon Names in our Peers' mottoes, 
as, " Ver non semper viret" the motto of Lord 

VOL. I. R 
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Vernon, and whiciv admits of being rendered, 
either ** the Spring does not always flourish/' 
which is a feet, or '* Vernon always flourishes," 
which may be toae or not* 

'' Nevik veUs/' the motto of the Nevilles, Eark 
<}( Abei^aTenny, and which signifies, ** Incline 
to nothing base or yile." 

'* Templa quam dilecta;'* the motto of two 
noble femilies, the Duke of Buckingham and 
Baron Grenville. The Duke of Buckingham is 
Earl Temple, and Lord G. of his Grace's famil]F. 
The na$ne of Tenq>U descended to them from the 
Gobhams, with considerable property and ho- 
norSy so that we must excuse them for crying 
out, " Templa quam dilecta I'' ** Temples eax 
delightful, or beloved;*' as it does not mean them- 
selves so much as their ancestors. 

*' Forte scutum salus Ducum;" " a strong 
shield is the safety of commanders." The mottp 
of Fortescue, Earl of Fortescue, who having a 
shield for his crest, renders the motto doubly al- 
lusive. 

" Ne Vile Fanoi' " Disgrace not the Altar." 
The motto of Fane, Earl of Westmoreland, one 
of whose ancestors having married the heiress 
of an Earl of Abergavenny, may be said to give 
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him a right to the two rnames of NevUk and 
Fane. 

Lord MaynartTs punning motto, ie I think ra- 
ther far fetched^ viz* *' Mams Justa Nardus.^ 
The maxim however is excellent ; " the just hand 
is as precious as ointment." 

The Cai)tndi$h family have an allusion to their 
name in their motto. *' Caoendo tutus ;" ** secure 
by caution." The motto of his Grace the Duk6 
of Devonshire. 

I do not quite understand Lord Byron^s motto> 
*' Crede Byron:'' " trust Byron." If if is ex- 
pected to be taken literally, it is certainly no 
joke. For though all the Lord Byrons in the world 
should claim to be trusted in this particular 
manner, it does not follow that we should be 
secure in placing an implicit confidence in one 
of them. Perhaps it might be quite the con- 
trary. Those who know more about it than I do, 
may possibly discover some hidden meaning in 
it, or be acquainted with some family tradition to 
which it may or may not apply. 

I do not know whether any pun was intended 
in Ix)rd Howe's motto ; but it certainly seems to 
answer admirably, as Grammarians would say, to 
r2 
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the Question How ? " Utcunque placuerit Deo ;" 
" as it may please God." 

- " De m&nte Alto,'' '' from the pitch of Gran- 
deur." The motto of Lord Hawarden, Baron de 
MorUaU. 

Lord Hopetoum's motto^ I suppose, bears an 
allusion to his name: ^' At Spes nonfracta;" 
'* But Hope is not broken." This motto, indeed, 
refers to the crest as well as the name; the former 
being a perfect hieroglyphic, or Heraldic Alle- 
gory, viz. a fractured globe, and above it a rain- 
bow and clouds ; implying, that hope reaches 
beyond the clouds, and rests on a covenant which 
shall not be broken, though 

** The {irreat globe iUelf, 
And all who it inherit, shall dissolye— ." 

Lord Fauconberg's punning motto requires 
some attention to find it out ; '' Bonne et Belle 
ussezT " Good and handsome enough." I sup- 
pose the '^ belle axsezr is meant to express, or 
at least to resemble the name of that noble fa- 
mily, " BeUasyser 

" Deum Cole, regem serva ;" " Worship God, 
serve the King." The motto of Cole Earl of En- 
niskillen. 
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•' Fare, Fac;'' "Speak, DoT The motto of 
the Fairfax family. 

Lord Dunsany's motto> " Festina lente;'* 
** Quick without Impetuosity/* would have done 
for the On-slow family. It is originally a Greek 
maxim, ovEt/Se fiqaHws, assigned by Aulus Geliius 
to Augustus, to whom the former gives great 
credit, for having found means so briefly to ex- 
press a maxim of a very peculiar nature, includ- 
ing, as he expresses himself, both, *^ industrias 
celeritas et diligentise tarditas,'' a quickness of 
application, with wariness of proceeding. 

I wonder Lord Manson^s ancestors did not hit 
upon *' Luna cum PhcBbo*' for their motto, the 
name (and title now) being so set forth in Wil- 
lis's History of Cathedrals. 

" Lmutm com Pkaibo jnngito, mmm habet." 
Join MiooM and Smh, and Momtom yoa will bare. 

It should be added, however, in defence of 
this rather far fetched quibble, that in Saxon, 
Son is called Svna, and the Sun often written 
Senna. 

Arms, crests, 8ic. are sometimes regular puns 
upon names, as in the family of the Dobelis — a 
Doe between three Belk; Veal, three Calves f 
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Askeuff, three squinting Donkies, &c* &c. These, 
I believe, are called canti$ig arms, and I question 
if any are more canting than the arms of Ox- 
ford, videlicet, an Ox crossing a Ford* The love 
of satyr must have been great that could convert 
this into Bhxford, quasi Blockhead's-Vord, the 
ciq>ital of Fooliana^-^ee Glossary of English 
Authors, &o. The very name of Oxford brings 
to my recollection another curious case of cant* 
ing arms, recorded by Camden. One William 
Chandler, Warden of New CoUege, playing with 
his own name, so filled the Hall windows with 
(painted) (kmdles, and these words, *' Fiat Lux,'* 
that he darkened the Hall ; whereupon the Vi^ 
dam of Ckartre$, when he wsb there> said it should 
have been, " Fiant Ta^br^J' 

Lord Grosvenor's crest and supporters being 
hounds, are meant no doubt to express the Gros- 
Veneur, or Great Hunter, which is the true im- 
port of the name. 

In Mr. Brydson's view of Heraldry the follow- 
ing co*incidences of arms and surnames in the 
British peerage are noted ; Lion, Earl of Strath** 
Hiore, bears a /ion; Primrose, Earl of Rose^orry 
three Primrose$: Fraser> Lords Saltouri and, Lo- 
vat, three /riMes or strawberry flowers; Arun-* 
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dell, LordArundeU, six hirondelles, or swallows; 
Cranston^ Lord Cranston, three cranes; Harris, 
Lords Harris and Malmsbury, three harisons, or 
hedge*hog8 ; De Loup, anciently Earls of Ches** 
ter, a wolf^s head, Su^. 

hord Maynard's three hands, must be the^ti^ 
hands, alluded to in the motto, bearing refer* 
enoe, as has been shewn, to the name and titk of 
that noble family. 

The bugle horns of the Forresters have evi- 
dently an allusion to the name and title. 

Lord Barrymore*s arms, whose name is Barry, 
yfovHAm Blazonry stand thus, Barry of Twelve, 
&c. 

I have heard of a motto for the crest of the 
Percy family, viz. a Lion, (as every body knows.) 
'* Perse nobilis" — " Persevalens/' occurs in Cam- 
den's Remains, to denote the noble family -of 
Perdval. — But in regard to the Percys or Pier- 
oiei there seems to be some doubt as to the pro? 
nunciation, if not as to the spelling of the name. 
In Shakespeare it would seem to be Petrof, as 
spelt in old writers. 

FMqf. »IfPercjbeaHTe,lie'Up«m)«him." 

Henry IV. AetV. ScetuJ, 

And yet Camden, in his Remains, has the fbl- 
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lowing passage. " William Lord Percy, (sa 
named of Percy forest^ in the County of Maen, 
from whence they* came, and not of peircmg the 
King of Scots through the eye, as Hector Boe^ 
thius fable th.") Probably the true connection 
between the name and the verb is to be found in 
the French percer. 

There is a curious banter upon Arms in the' 
beginning of the Merry Wives of Windsor, in 
which Shakespeare is supposed to have gratified 
his revenge against the persecutor of his youth. 
Sir Thomas Lucy. 

** Slender. A gentleman bom. Master Parson, 
who writes himself Armigero. — All his successors 
gone before him have don't ; and all his ancestors 
that come after him may ; they may give the 
dozen white luces in their coat. 

'' Shallow. It is an old coat. 

** Evans. The dozen white lowses do become 
an old coat well ; it agrees well passant ; it is a 
familiar beast to man, and signifies love/' 

Shakespeare seems to have taken this idea 
from the following story in Stanihurst^s History 
of Ireland, in Hollinshed, 1677. It is related of 
one Sir William Wise. 

'* Having lente to the King (Henry VIIL) his 
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signet to seale a letter, who having powdred 

eremites engrayFd in the seale, why how now 

Wise, quoth the King, What ? hast thou Use here ? 

and if it like your Majestic, quoth Sir William, 

3, louse is a rich coate, for by giving the louse, I 

part axmes with the French ELing, in that he 

giveth the Jloure de lice. Whereat the King 

heartily laugh'd, to heare how pretily so byting 

a tannt, (namely, proceeding from a Prince) was 

so sodaynely turned to so pleasaunte a con-* 

ceyte.'^ — Shakespeare was fond of HoUinshed's 

History. 

Anagrammatising names and metagrammatising 
them, was once a favourite practice, as appears 
from the following account in Philipot's edition 
of Camden. ^' The only quintessence that hitherto 
the alchymy of wit could draw out of Names, is 
anagrammatisme BXid metagrammatism, which is a 
dissolution of a name truly written into his let-- 
ters, as his elements, and a new connexion of it 
by artificial transposition, without addition, sub* 
traction, or change of any letter, into different 
words, making some perfect sense applyable to 
the person named." A Mrs. Mary Page, it seems, 
in 1637, had been at the pains so to anagram'- 
matise and metagrammatise no less than four-hun^ 
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dred and twenty names of the then nobility and 
gentry^ which were published in a quarto book, 
now of high value* Camden himself has many, 
mostly Latin, but scarcely one worth repeating. 
ThjB following, perhaps, on Henry IV., slain by 
RaviUae, is as good as any. 

HenricQS IV. Galliaram Rex. 
In Hernm exargis Ravillac — 

The art, however, is not lost ; we had a happy 
instance of this not long ago, in the dissolution 
and transposition of the two celebrated, names, 
Horatio Nelson, which were very fairly ana" 
grammatised into honor est a nilo. But of 
all the instances of this curious art that ever 
could be given, none can exceed the one recorded 
in Bayle, to the following effect. 

** Peter le Loyer, Counsellor in the presidial 
court of Angers, was one of the most learned 
men of his age, but one of the greatest vision* 
aries in the world. He found in one sktgk Kn€ of 
Homer his Christian name, his sur$kime, the name 
of the village in which he was bom, the name of 
the province in which that village was situated, 
and the name of the kingdom of which that pro* 
vince was a part. He printed a work on the 
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origin, migrations, &c, of divers nations, and that 
book he tbus accredits, * After that great pro- 
pbecy^ which is owing entirely to me. Homer 
^ornes to say this verse directed to Ulysses, 

Sov d* sirw nc €%ci koXov yfpa^ (iKka cici|Xoc. 
" Amdnowum has yet got ifour rewtrd^ however tfou wunf rest qmetly^* 

Jn that k)ng verse you may read distinctly* 

Ilcrpoc AflMpioCi AvStvKao^f TaXXoe, YXcii|. 

That is to say, Peter lb Loyeb, of the Pro* 
vinoe of Anjoi}, a Gaul, bom at Hdilli. 
There is neither more nor less, let any one, who 
pleases, make the experiment, which is the onfy 
argument I offer to support my assertion. Homer 
gives tJiat line to me, which accordingly must 
be mine, and not another's. There remain but 
three letters of that whole verse, which per- 
haps may be thought superfluous, and which yet 
are not so. They are the Greek numeral letters, 
<*> X> ^f which point out the time when the name 
hid in that line would be revealed, namely, the 
year of Christ, 1620. I speak not this of my- 
self, as though I expected any reputation from 
it : but because I neither could nor ought to 
conceal what was revealed to Homer, concerning 
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me. This will add more weight to my work of 
the origin^ &c. of divers nations^ the clearing up 
of all which, was designed for me/ '^ After this 
it would be vain to seek for any rarer specimen 
of the anagrammatising art. But the following 
modem ones may deserve perhaps to be recorded. 
Prince Regent, G. iJ. in pretence. Certain fol- 
lowers of a popular Baronet, Sir Francis Burdett, 
might certainly be well enough expressed by the 
terms, ** Frantic disturbers." Revolution, indeed, 
is anagrammatically, '* to love ruin," and radical 
reform a, '* rare mad frolic r The following, omit- 
ting only one letter, (for so it appears) has been 
given as a melancholy memento of a great na- 
tional calamity. Princess Charlotte Augusta of 
Wales. Her august race is lost, O ! fatal news * / 

* There are, or have been sach thingt as Paii$tdromes, where the 
letten and syllables read the same backward and forward, and of 
which Camden has given many specimens ; the following is the best* 
A noble lady, in Qneen Elizabeth's time, haying, for some slight in- 
discretions, been forbidden the court, took for her emblem, the wnm 
under a doud, with this motto, 

"Ablate at alba." 

But it is time to hare done with these fooleries. I can easily beliere 
that many persons are so little acquainted with these things, as to be 
like the Siewr Gouhard, who baring heard a friend report that he had 
been at a great supper, where he not only had good company and 
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In Dr. Stock's life of the late Dr. BeddoeSyhe 
gives us the following extract from the common- 
place book of the latter. 

Nambs. — ^The force of genitis preserves a wri- 
ter i^ainst certain faults of taste. Shakespeare 
calls scarce any of his characters by adjectives 
expressive of the character he means to paint, 
except Shallow and Slender. The vulgar author 
of the Pilgrim's Progress vulgarly labels all his. 
It is a miserable shift to help out deficiency in 
dramatic drawing and colouring. It should be 
left to the reader to find out the proper epithet. 
The name and nature of different members of a 
family are put sadly at cross-purposes. If the 
hypocrite hero of the School for Scandal is to be 
baptized Joseph Surface^ his brother ought to 
have stood in the dramatis persona as Charles 
Bottom. 

However, Dr. Beddoes was wrong in fancying 
that to adopt descriptive names in dramatic en* 
tertainments was below the pitch of genius, for 
it was precisely the case with both Terence and 
Menander, as may be easily seen by turning to 

good cheer, hut mnnj saoomy epignant, undfau attagramt, rated his 
eooir, when he got home, ai «n ignorant ffenUion, for nerer haring 
served np to him, either epigrams or anagrmis. 
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the lists of the Fabula IrUertocutores, or Dramatis 
Peraonm, in the Delphin Edition of Terence's 
Plays. 

In Mn Southey's Life of Wesley^ there is a cu- 
7ioa$ extract from the Armiman Magazine^ which 
is intended. I apprehend, to set forth the spirit 
and disposition of the opposite or CaMnistk 
party* It is stated to be the examination of 
Tilenus before the Triers, written by one who 
was present at the Synod of Dort. The names 
of the Triers are quite in the Bureau style* They 
are. 

Dr. Absolute^ Chairman* 
Mr. Fatality ; Mr. Pretention ; Mr. Fry-babe ; 
Mr. Damn-man; Mr. Narrow^grace ; Mr. I^fficax: 
Mr. Indefectible ; Dr. Confidence ; Dr. Dubions; 
Mr. Meanwell: Mr. Simulans ; Mr. Take-o^ -Trust; 
Mr. KnoW'Uttle : and Mr. Impertinent. In Lord 
Carbury's pedigree, annexed to Vaughan*s Bri^ 
tish Antiquities^ revived 1662, are to be found 
some curious specimens of this sort of wit* 

King James the First being present once at 
some solemn disputations held in Scotland, chose 
to testify his satisfaction by a string of puns on 
the names of the Exhibitors, and which he thought 
so witty, that he caused them to be turned both 
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uito English BXkd Latin rerse. Thede royal puns 
have never falleh in my way*. James himself 
was once admirably punned upon, and fVom no 
less grave a place than the pulpit. All my readers 
know, I suppose, that he was James the FirU of 
England, and James the Sixth of Scotland. Though 
celebrated for his learning and wit, he was re-: 
markably deficient in steadiness and vigour of 
mind, of which he was very sensible himself. 

* So I had written in the first edition. I hare since been obligingly 
supplied with the very puns rei\erred to, as well in verse as in prose. 
The whole relation of tfie matter is too long'for insertion, and one 
specimen of the Pons themselyes wiU, I am certain, be thought 
qnite sufficient. The names of the disputants complimented by his 
Majesty, were Adamwn, FmrUe, Sands, Young, Btid, and King, 
The Bnglish rerses ran ^xu§* 

'* As Adam was the first man, whence all beginning tak. 
So Adams sen was President, and first man in this act 
The Thesis Fairlie did defend, which thoagh they lies contaiD, 
Yet were Fair lies, and he the same right /atrUe did maintain : 
The field first entered master Sands, and there he made me see, 
That not all Sands be barren lands, but that some fertile be ; 
Then master Young most snbtilie the Thesis did impugne, 
And kythed old in Aristotle, although his name was young : 
To Him succeeded master Reid, who tho' Reid be his name, 
Needs neither for his dispute Uush, nor of his speech think shame. 
Last entered master King, and dispute like a King, 
How Reason reigning like a queen, should anger under bring. 
To their deserred praise have I, thtis play'd upon their Names, 
And will their College hence be call'd, the College of King James !*' 
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Having heard of a famous preacher, tvho, accord- 
ing to the fashion of the times, was very witty in 
his sermons, and peculiarly happy in his choice 
of texts, he got him to preach before him. When 
with all suitable gravity, the learned divine gave 
out his text in the following words ; ** James, 
first and sixth, in the latter part of the verse. He 
that wavereth is like a wave of the sea, driven by 
the winds and tossed/' — ** He is at me already," 
said the King, much amused, and in no manner 
offended by the aptness of the quotation. 

I cannot quit James the First, without adding 
' one story more relating to him ; Names being con- 
cerned in it, and the credit of the great Lord 
Bacon at stake, for the merit of it. '* The trivial 
prophecy which I heard," says Bacon, *^ when 
I was a child, and Queen Elizabeth was in the 
flower of her years, was, 

, * When Hempe is span, 
England's done.' 

whereby it was generally conceived that after the 
Princes had reigned, which had the principall 
letters of that word Hempe, (which were Henry, 
Edward, Mary, Philip and "Elizabeth,) England 
should come to utter confusion ; which thanks 
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be to Qod, is verified in the change of the name ; 
for that the King's style is now no more of Eng*- 
land but of Britain:' 

Many curious incidents respecting names are 
to be found in the records of poetry. Ovid had 
a friend with so unpoetical a name, that he was 
obliged to apologise for not mentioning him in 
his elegies so often as he wished to do. 

" Qaod rnlnas in nostris ponarU amice libellis 
Nommis efficitar conditione tni — 
Lex pedis ofliclo fortuoaque notnifus obstant 
Qaaqae meos adeas est via oolla modos — ." 

His friend's name was Tuticanus, and he ex- 
emplifies the difficulties he laboured under in 
this manner. 



** Et padeat, si te qua njllalia parte moretur 
Arctias appelleni, Tuticanumqae rocem. 
Nee potes in versum Tuticofd more venire, &c. — '*. 



Martial was perfectly vexed that he could not 
celebrate, as he wished to do, the beautiful name 
of his favourite Earinus, 

'* Nomen nobile, molle, delicatam. 
Versa dicere non rudi volcbam, 
Sed tn, sjllaba contnmax, repugnas. — " 

The Greek poets, he observes, did not scruple 

VOL. I. s 
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to call it EiMM>$, but this was not admissible in 
Latin; 

u V 

*' Dicnnt Earmon lamen poetsc, 

Sed Chrmei, qaibai est nihil negatam-^ 
— Nobit non licet ease tarn disertis 
Qui Masas colimus seycriores/* 

Lib. IX. Ep. xii. 

In the Requite des Dictionaires, written by Me- 
nage, it would appear that he intended to lash 
the poet Balesdens, if he could but have found a 
proper rhime for his odd name. A curious escape 
for Monsieur Balesdens. 

But perhaps the oddest accident relating to 
unmanagable Names, occurs in the case of Euri- 
pides, who is thought, on this very account, to 
have been sadly slighted by the Latin poets. 
Virgil could praise Sophocles; 

** Sola Sopho^€Bo taa carmina digna cothorno.— <" 

Propertius Mschylus ; 

** Desine et jEtdiyUo componere Terba cotbnroo — " 

And Horace, Sophocles, JEschylus and Thespis ; 

*< Qoid Sophocles, quid Thespis, et jEschyhts atlle ferreot— ." 

But not one word about Euripides. So that very 
grave authors have really supposed that he has 
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been deprived of his ju^t fanie^ metely by tiie 
circumstance of his name not suiting their AexvL^ 
meters. Even the God of poetry^ iV has been 6b^ - 
served, (Apollo himself,) was obliged to submit 
to the rules of prosody^ and deliver his oracles 
in iambics, in order to give due praise to Euri- 
pides ; 

'^w^o^ ^oipoKXriCt (To^ianpoc y' Evpiirtotjc 
K. r. X. 

Bayle's remark upon this deserves to be added ; 
'^ Qu on aille dire apr^s cela qu'il importe pen 
d'avoir un tel nom plutot qu'un autre." 

The Bard of Madoc, who could find room in 
his poetry for such names as Caonocotrin, Terca- 
Upoca, Coatlantana, Tezozomoc, Yuhidthiton, Na- 
huartin, 8cc. 8cc. (not to mention Tacotchcalcadly- 
acapan,) would probably be able to bring even 
Euripides into the compass of his hexameters. 

Having intimated above, that I should avail my- 
self of the opportunity of incorporating certain 
jeux d^esprit, on the subject of "Names, which have 
appeared in ihe newspapers or magazines, since the 
publication of my first edition, I select two, which 
appear to me, not only to have a good deal of 
wit in them, but which being suggested by the 
door-plates and shop-boards of the metropolis, may 

82 
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supply food for toit, an^usement, and occupation, 
for ages to come^ and possibly give some little ac- 
' tivity and animation, even to the heads of the nu- 
merous idlers and loungers, who at certain seasons 
of the year, are to be seen parading the streets 
at the West end of the town. 

SURNAMES. 

(From the New Monthly Magazine.) 

Men once were sornamed from their shape or estate, 

(You all maj from History worm it) 
There was Lewis the BoJkj, and Henrj the Great, 

John Lackland, and Peter the Hermit. 
Bat now when the door-plates of Misters and Dames 

Are read, each so constantly raries 
From the owner's trade, lignre, and calling. Surnames 

Seem given by the rule of contraries. 

Mr. Box, though provoked, never doubles his fist, 

Mr. Bums in his grate has no fuel, 
Mr. Playfair won't catch me at hazard or whist, 

Mr. Coward was wing'd in a duel. 
Mr. Wise is a dunce, Mr. King is a Whig, 

Mr. Coffin's unconunooly sprightly, 
And huge Mr. Little broke down in a gig. 

While driving fat Mrs. Golightly. 

Mrs. Drinkwater's apt to indulge in a dram, 

Mrs. Angel's an absolute fury. 
And meek Mr. Lyon let fierce Mr. Lamb 

Tweak his nose in the lobby of Drury. 
At Bath, where the feeble go more than the stout, 

(A conduct well worthy of Nero) 
Over poor Mr. Lightfoot, confined with tlie gout, 

Mr. Heaviside danced a Bolpro. 
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Mit>t» Joy, wretched miid, when she obose Mr. Love, 

Found nothing bat lorrow await her : 
She now holds in wedlock, as troe as a dove, 

That fondest of mates, Mr. Hajter. 
Mr. Oldcastle dwells in a modern boilt hut. 

Miss Sage is of madcaps the archest , 
Of all the queer bachelors Capid e'er cat, 

Old Mr. Yoanghasband's the starobest 

Mr. Child, in a passion, knock'd down Mr. Rock, 

Mr. Stone like an aspen leaf shivers, 
Miss Poole ased to dance, but she stands like a stuck. 

Ever since she became Mrs. Rivers. 
Mr. Swift hobbles onward, no mortal knows how, 

He moves as thoagh cords had entwined him, 
Mr. Metcalfe ran off, upon meeting a cow. 

With pale Mr. Tamball behind him. 

Mr. Barker's as mute as a fish in the sea, 

Mr. Miles never moves on a journey, 
Mr. Gotobed sits ap till half-after three, 

Mr. Makepiece was bred an attorney. 
Mr. Gardener can't tell a flower from a root, 

Mr. Wilde with timidity draws back, 
Mr. Ryder performs all his joameys on foot, 

Mr. Foote all his journeys on horseback. 

Mr. Penny, whose father was rolling in wealth, 

Kick'd down all the fortune his dad won. 
Large Mr. Le Fever's the picture of health, 

Mr. Goodenough is but a bad one. 
Mr. Crujckshank stept into three thousand a year, 

By showing his leg to an heiress : — 
Now I hope you'll aoknowledge I're made it quite elf ar 

That surnames ever go by contraries. 
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MORE SURNAMES! 

OR THE USE OF CHBONOLOGT. 

(From a Weekly Paper.) 

Put away chronology-^*' a^g for your dates,^^ 
as a punster would say, and see what a pretty 
confusion the world would be in, about the he- 
roes and sages of antiquity, by a reference to 



-** The door-plates of Misters and Dames V 



in the metropolis at the present time. 

For instance — Homer is a coal-merchant at 
Paddington — Ceesar a grocer and tea-dealer in 
Cripplegate — Alexander makes trumpets near 
Leadeuhall — Regulus is a toyman in Newport- 
street, Long-acre — Nero keeps an hotel at the 
west end of the town — and Cato the elder makes 
meat safes and wire cages on Holbom-hill — 
Mars is a leather dresser in Snow-fields, and 
Bacchus a manufacturer of deoantera and wine 
glasses in Thames-street. 

Alfred, the pride of Britain, makes fishing 
rods in Lodibury — ^Thomas a Beeket is an attor- 
ney in Bond-street — the Admirable Crichton is 

* Saroames from the Mootbly Magazine. 
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physician to the Emperor of all the Russias — 
Shakespeare couunands a troop of horse — John- 
son is superintendant of mail coaches— and> in 
the absence of Fletcher, (who has absconded) 
Beaumont is managing direcU^ of a provincial 
fire-office. 

The cotitemporaries of these, in searching after 
the characters immortalised by the bard of Avon, 
would perhaps be surprised to find the blind 
Lear an optician in Fetter-lane, while Edgair 
sells ale iu Fenchurch-street — Macbeth and his 
wife are set up in a fruit-stall in Vinegar-yard, 
Drury-lane — the melancholy Jacques is estab- 
lished as an apothecary and accoucheur in War*^ 
wick-street. Golden-square — Angelo is celebrat- 
ed as a fencing-master in Albany — Romeo hav- 
ing been promoted to a Captaincy, is beating up 
for volunteers in the cause of liberty — Paris is in 
full practice as a popular physician ; and Hamlet 
himself keeps a silversmith's shop at the corner 
of SidneyValley. — Otway is a Major-General in 
the army — Milton breaking horses in Piccadilly 
— Rowe and Waller in partnership, as stationers, 
in Fleet-street ; and Isaac Newton flourishing as 
a linen draper in Leicester-square — Alexander 
Pope, made straight, and fattened up, acts tra- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



264 NAMES. 

gedy at Drury-lane — Addison sells globes in Re- 
gent-street — Richardson and Swift keep lottery- 
offices in the City — Congreve's pieces^ (which 
continue to go off remarkably well) are cannon, 
not comedies — and Farquhar, instead of* a poor 
author, is a rich banker in St. James's-street. 

Gray, " in wit a man, simplicity a child," makes 
dolls in Goswell-street — Cowley is a blacksmith 
— Phillips is poetical only in his proser— Prior 
till very lately was an Ensign in the 12th Regi- 
ment of Foot — Collins, instead of odes, makes 
glass chandeliers — Butler grinds Greek at Har- 
row — and Cowper may be seen writing his 
" Task" at the table of the House of Lords any 
day during the sitting of Parliament. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CHRISTIAN NAMES. 

Whatever difficulties may exist as to Sir, or 
Sur-names *, there seems to be a particular rank 
and consequence attached to Christian Names, 
which deserves some notice ; especially as there 
has been a variation in regard to them. For- 
merly abbreviated names appear to have been 
most polite. The highest personages in the land 
wonld call their untitled sons. Bill and Billy; 
Bob and Bobby ; Jack and J achy; Ned and Neddy ; 
and even their titled daughters. Lady Betty in- 
stead of Lady Elizabeth ; Lady Jenny instead of 
Lady Jane ; and Lady Fanny for Lady Frances. 
But now we never hear of a Lady Betty or a 
Lord Harry, but all the beau monde are Henrys 
and Elizabeths ; Johns and Jameses ; Francises and 
Edwards. Poets and others used (studiously 
as it would appear) to shorten the names of their 

* Many seem to doubt whether we should write Sir name or Sur» 
name. I judge it myielf to be a matter of indifference ; if, as the 
French say, the latter imply a name super-added to the Christian 
name, then it betokens /amt/y, and is equivalent to tStre-name, or the 
name of a man's ancestors. 
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mistresses and favorites, as the following curious 
passage, from Burton's Anatomy of Melancholy, 
will senre to shew. Speaking of the great 
changes wrought by time in love matters, ** After 
marriage/' says he, '* when the black oxe hath 
trodden on her toe, she will be so altered and 
wax out of favor, thou wilt scarce know her. 
One grows too fat, another too lean ; modest 
Madge; pretty pleasing Peg: sweet-singing 
Susan; mincing merry Moll; dainty dancing 
Doll; neat Nancy; jolly Jenny; nimble TSlell; 
kissing Kate ; bouncing Besse^ with black eyes ; 
fair Phillis with white hands; fiddling Frank; 
tall Tib; slender Sib; will quickly lose their 
grace, grow fulsome, heavy, dull, and out of 
fashion." This account, of which the attempt 
at alliteration is not the least curious part, may 
be considered as about 200 years old ; but much 
lower than that, the full name in many instances, 
was accounted vulgar and plebeian, the shortened 
noble and genteel. 

This change d,mong the gentry, upon the prin- 
<)iple of High Life below Stairs, has led to sad 
confusion in the Servant's Hall, &c. Our maid 
servants will no longer condescend to be Bettys 
and Mollys, and Sallys and Jennys, as they used 
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to be ; though it should be attended with erer 
80 much ooniusion to call them otherwise. Nay, 
if their masters or mistresses make a point of 
calling them so« yet it is fifty to one if any of 
their fellow servants dare do so, or will do so, 
in .consideration of their own rights and pri* 
vileges. Bdty or B^sy, Fanny or Molly, in the 
nursery, or bedebamber$, is sure to be Elizabeth 
or Eliza$ Fronts and Mary in the servant$' hall 
and kitchen, if not indeed Miss Elizabeth, Miss 
Frances, 8cc. Amongst the upper senrants, even 
the full ChristiaQ Nsjooue is not sufficiently digni- 
fied ; but they must all be called by their <Sur- 
mmrn,. and for grandeur-^ake, thdr lords and 
ladies, masters and mistresses like to haire it so, 
though they care not to what extent they Dolfy 
and Betty all the inferior serrants, which I think 
very hard; especially as the latter, since the 
Christian Names have been dispensed with, are 
obliged to Mr. and Mrs. the Butler and House- 
keeper into the bargain* Some of our short 
Names are, it must be admitted, extremely in- 
elegant ; Bobf Bill, Dick, Numps, Tom, Nick, Sec. 
MqU, Bett, Sail, Madge, &c. The Spectator 
complained long ago, that our proper Names, 
when familiarized in English, generally dwin- 
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die into monosyllables^ whereas in other modern 
languages they receive a softer turn, and ac- 
quire an additional syllable or two. As Jack, 
in French Janot, and Nick, in Italian Nicolim — 
perhaps some help of this sort would reconcile 
our servants to the distinctions required. Our 
Mollys, for instance, might bear to be called 
Mollininas: our Sallys Sallinettas : our Fannys 
Fanciullas: or our Madges Margctrettas. It is 
amazing of what importance these things are 
become, and how necessary a Master of the 
Ceremonies is to a Servants' Hall ; nay, more, 
than a Master of Ceremonies, a Garter King, 
a Great Chamberlain, or Earl Marshal, to ar- 
range things as they should be. A lady of my 
acquaintance in the country, lost an admirable 
cook some time ago, entirely because she hap- 
pened to decide against her in an appeal from the 
dairy-maid, who refused to let the new cook sledp 
on the right side of the bed ; which is much of a 
piece with the story in Sir Roger L'Estrange's 
^sop, of a gentleman thief, under sentence of 
death for a robbery on the high-way, petitioning 
for the right side of the cart on his way to the 
place of execution. 

Having alluded to the jealousies of servants 
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on subjects of place and importance, I shall beg 
leave to introduce here, (though rather out of 
place,) the following stories. 

Nothing is held to be more insufferably de- 
grading to modern servants, than to be told to 
do any thing, however trivial or easy, that does 
not strictly belong to their place, or to use words 
of their own, which they were " not hired to 
doJ* A living person of no small notoriety and 
eminence, inadvertently once, .and being in a 
hurry, told his coachman to bring him B.jug of 
water. The. coachman not having been hired to 
bring his master jugs of water, passed the order 
on to the first fellow-servant he met, who hap- 
pened to be the cook ; but it was no more the 
cook's place to fetch water for her master, than 
the coachman's, and so no water was fetched. 
The master becoming impatient, and seeing the 
coachman before his window, enquired why he 
had not brought him the jug of water he ordered. 
I told the cook to fetch it. Sir, said the coach- 
man ; and why then did not the cook bring it, 
said the master ? Because, Sir, she said it was 
not her place to do it, replied the coachman. 
The master therefore ordered the carriage to be 
got ready ; which being indisputably the coach- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



270 CHRISTIAN NAMES. 

dean's business, he immediately did as he was 
ordered, and had the coach at the door in less 
than ten minutes. When the master saw it, 
now, says he to the coachman, be so good as to 
drive to the kitchen door, and carry the cook in 
the carriage to the pump, and manage to bring 
back between you, after your morning's excur- 
sion, a foil jug of water, or else both of you quit 
your places directly. By this expedient he ma- 
naged to obtain what he wanted, though it must 
be acknowledged in rather a roundabout way. 

I remember being visiting once at the house 
6f a noble Peer, when his Chaplain, a very wor- 
thy good man, called me aside to see the dinner 
carried into the servants' hall. It was conveyed 
on many hand biers, having the cook at the 
head with an immense carving knife in his hand, 
and in proper costume. The Chaplain desired 
me to look at the dinner, which I did, and had 
atopic means of seeing diat it was in all respects 
as good as any gentry in the kingdom would 
wish to have placed before them : but the Chap- 
lain told me, it had been the subject of many 
memorials to the Peer, full of complaints, that 
it was not such as the servants had a right to 
expect. I could not comprehend his meaning. 
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I said, I saw eyery thing that could constitute a 
good plain English dinner, and that it was ut- 
terly impossible for me to conjecture the grounds 
of their complaints, or what the wants could be 
which they insisted upon. He then told me, that 
the memorials stated, that it was a hardship to 
them, never to have any thing for their dinners, 
except mutton, beef, veal, lamb, pork, puddings, 
pies, and vegetables ! — ^This was literally the case ; 
and I then discovered that it all arose from a 
jealousy between the lower and the upper ser- 
vants, and that the real complaint of the former 
amounted to this, that in the servants' hall, 
they neoer had, what was often had at ihejirst, 
or upper servants' table, venison, fish, soups, and 
game ! ! 

The following I had from the mouth of the 
noble Peer himself* It was the custom annually 
to lay upon his table the cellar account, in 
which the consumption of different wines was 
noted in distinct columns, and the whole amount 
collected at the foot. His method was merely 
to compare the sums total with those of the pre- 
ceding year, and to notice any glaring discre- 
pancy. The difference in the year alluded to, 
amounted to more than a thousand bottles. He 
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of course judged it necessary to ask the Butler, 
(as honest a man perhaps as could be found in 
such a situation) how this could have happened ? 
observing, that he was not aware that there had 
been more company than usual* The Butler 
paused, not knoMring at first to what to impute so 
large an excess, but at length plainly said, " per- 
haps, your G — ce, more servants were ill this 
year than common, or they had more friends 
come to see them/* 

I tell these stories to shew the state and con- 
dition of great houses ; the torment of great 
riches ; and I may add, the Wisdom of Solomon, 
who, living in a palace, found it to be but too 
true, that " when goods increase, they are in- 
creased that eat them ; and what good is there to 
the ovmers thereof, saving the beholding of them 
mth their eyes ?" 

When Lord North was Prime Minister, he was 
expected upon a visit at one of the greatest 
houses in the kingdom. The private character 
of this amiable Nobleman was generally known 
to be such, as not only to attach to him many 
friends, but in the severest political struggles, 
often to disarm his most strenuous opponents. 
Before his arrival, however, at the great house 
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where he was expected, it was discovered that 
the servants of the house were all up in arms 
about his coining, and that he appeared to be 
the most unwelcome guest that could have been 
invited. The curiosity of his noble friend was 
excited, to ascertain if possible the grounds of 
80 extraordinary a dislike; but it was not till 
after the visit had taken place, that the mystery 
was unravelled. It was then found, that it all 
^rbse out of the measures adopted by his Lord- 
ship to regulate the tax upon soap. That in the 
calculations laid before Parliament, he had esti- 
mated the consumption of that necessary article, 
in great houses, so low, as to hurt the feelings 
of all the laundry maids in such establishments. 
What hurt the feelings of the laundry maids, 
of course hurt the feelings of the footmen ; what 
hurt the feelings of the footmen affected the 
housemaids, and spread from them to the nur- 
sery ; from the nursery it passed to the butler's, 
and from thence to the housekeeper's room, till 
at length, the Minister had not one friend left 
amongst them all. 
To return to Christian Names. 
The following story, taken from the Menagiana, 

VOL. I. T 
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and dressed up in Siemens fashion^ is well cal- 
culated to sh^w their importance. 

*' As Francis the First of France was one win- 
terly night warming himself over the embers <yf 
a wood fire^ and talking with his first Minister 
of sundry things for the good of the State — it 
would not be amiss, said the King, stimng up 
the embers with his cane, if this good under- 
standing betwixt ourselres and Switzerland was ^ 
a little strengthenedi There is no end. Sire, 
replied the Minister, in giving mdney to these 
people; they would swallow up the treasury of 
France. Poo, poo, answered the King — there 
are more ways, Mons. le Premier, of bribing 
.states, besides that of giving money — .I'll pay 
Switzerland the honor of standing Godfather to 
my next child ! — Your Majesty, said the Minis- 
ter, in so doing, would have all the Grammarians 
in Europe upon your back ; — Switzerland, as a 
Republic being a female, can in no construction 
be Qodfather. — She may be Qodmoiher^ replied 
Francis, hastily — so announce my intention by a 
courier to-morrow morning. 

*' I am astonished, said Francis the First, (that 
day fortnight) speaking to his Minister as he 
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entered the oloset^ that we hare hadao aniwer 
from Switzeriand. — Sire, I wait upon you Urn 
momentysaid Mons.le Premier, to lay before you 
my dispatches upon that business. — They take 
it kindly, said 4he King*-*-They do. Sire, re- 
plied the Minist^, and hare the highest sense 
of the h<»ior your Majesty has done them — but 
the Republic, as Godmother ^ claims her right in 
this case, of naming the child. 

** In all reason, quoth die King^^-Hshe will 
christen him froiim, or Hemrjfy or Lewis, or some 
name that will be agreeable to us. Your Majesty 
is deceived, replied the Minister*^ have (this 
hour receired a dispatch .fiKmi our Resident, with 
the determination of die Republic, on that point 
abo. — ^And wl^t name has the Republic fixed 
upon for ti^ Dauphin? — Shadrachy Mesech, Abed- 
nego, replied the Minister.— By Stt; Peter's girdle, 
I will have nothing to do widi the Swiss, cried 
Fraiiois die First, pulling up his breeches, and 
walking hastily across the floor.-*-Your Majesty, 
replied the Minister, calmly, cannot bring your-* 
self off. — ^Well, pay them in money, said the 
King. — ^Sire, there are not sixty diousand crowns 
in the tretoury, answered the Minister. — I'll pawn 
the best jewel in my crown, quoth Francis the 
t2 
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First. — Your Majesty's hmwr stands pawned al- 
ready in this matter^ answered Mons. le Premier. 

— Then, Mons. le Premier, said the King, by 

w6ll go to war with 'em.'* 

Some people have judged the Christian name 
to be of such importance that the wife of Jean 
Andre, a famous canonist of the fourteenth cen-^ 
tury, is reported to have said, that if names were 
vendibk, fathers and mothers ought to be com^ 
pelled to buy good ones for their children ; otte 
would think she had had a bad or ordinary one 
given to her^ but this was not the case, for her 
name was Mikmtia. She took care, .however, to 
give her daughter one, which has been oddly 
enough preserved. She was called Novella, which 
induced her father to give the titfe of Novella to 
his book on the Decretals of Gregory IX. There 
had been two of that name in the family. 

Nothing to be sure could be worse than some 
of the names chosen by the Romans ; such as 
FrorUo, beetle-browed ; desius, cat's-eyes ; Pe- 
tus, pink-eyed; Cocks, one-eyed; Naso, bottle- 
nose ; Galba, maggot ; Sib, ape's-nose ; Aneus, 
crooked-arm ; Pansa, broad-foot ; Strabo, squint- 
eye; Suillius, swine-herd; Capito, jobbemoll; 
Calvus, bald-pate; Crispus, curl-pate; Flaccus, 
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loU-ears; Labeo, bladder-lip; Scauru^, nobbed- 
heeled ; VartLs, bow-legged ; Pedo, long-shanks ; 
Marcellus, hammer ; Hortensis, gardener, &c. 

Those great names, Fabius, Lentultis, Cicero, 
Piso, Stolo, are no more in our tongue^ as Cam- 
den has rightly observed, than Bean-man, Len- 
till, chick-^pease, peascod-m^jk, Branch, &c. : Tau- 
rus, Vitubis, OviUus, Porcius, CapriUus, Bull, 
Calf, Sheep, Hog> Goat, &c. 
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It is but a short time since our English Mar- 
guesses got to spell their titles propeily ; or re- 
sumed at least tl^e ancient mode. I belive the 

present D. of M ^h^when Marquess of B— — d, 

was among the first who tried to revive the old 
mode of writing it. Marquis was always ob- 
jectionable^ as being much more French than 
English : and though a high title in the former 
country, much more common there than with us. 
A sort of travelling title also, I should presume, 
from the phrase amongst them, " se Marquiser/* 
to assume the title of Marquis ; nay, I should 
scarcely attempt to say, what the title might not 
include, according to the character assigned to 
it by the Diable Boiteux, when speaking of the 
forms he assumed; '* J'empruntai ceux d'un 
petit Marquis Franfois pour me faire aimer brus" 
quement ;'' — and again, '' Car dans le commerce 
de Famour, les Marquis sont des Negocians qui 
ont grand credit sur la place.'' The pronunciation 
moreover of the words in French and English being 
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80 different^ mght be reckoned another objec- 
tion. The Marquess is^ I believe, well understood 
to represent the pr^eses Umitaneus of the Romans ; 
the German Marck-grave Comes or Count of the 
Frontiers; for Grave or Oraffe is equivalent to 
the Latin Comes, and is thus annexed as a title 
to many other words ; as. Landgrave Count of 
the Provinces : Burgrave, Count of Cities, Castles, 
or Fortresses; Pfaltsgrot^e, Count Palatine; Rhin- 
grave. Count of the County of the Rhine. The 
M^ik-grave therefore was the title of the Count 
of the Frontiers, from Marken, Mark, March, or 
limk; whence the French term Marqmser to 
border upon or be adjoining to. Mar^^im well 
enough expresses this amongst the French, but 
amongst ourselves Marquess undoubtedly is the 
oldest way of spelling the title ; which if it do 
not so exactly express the Marekgrave of the 
Geimans and Dutch, or the Latin Marggravius 
or Marchio, neiurly resembles the Spanish Mar- 
quez, the Italian Mardiese, and most of all, per- 
haps, the fiM^xsatos and puE^xe^on}, Marquess and 
Marchioness of the later Greeks. I hope this 
will come then to be generally adopted again, 
which is not the case at present, many of our 
newsps^pers still having it Marquis, an4 I am 
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sorry to say, I find it invariably spelt so even in 
the Court or Royal Kalendar for 1823 ! 

Before it became a distinct title with ns, 
(which happened in the reign of Richard II. 
Robert Vere being m^de Marquess of Dablin,) 
it was sometimes given to Earb and Barons, if 
they happened to be Lords of the Frontiers : whidi 
plainly, I think, proves its true meaning and 
derivation, in contradiction to those who liave 
talked about its being derived from an old Celtic 
word, signifying to ride ; from whence also they 
would have us believe the Marcomanni had their 
name, as a people who excelled in horsemanship. 
The fact seems to be, that in the Celtic, there 
was a word from whence the Latin term Mardm 
might be said to be derived, signifying " Pre-- 
fectus Equitum;' but there is no doubt but that 
the very same word, and in a much more regular 
manner, derived from March, a limit, expressed 
the Prafectus limitum or limitaneus, and that our 
title of Marquess belongs to the latter. Having 
observed that the French title. Mar jruis, used 
probably to be a travelling title, adopted. by 
those who wished to . pass for persons of conse- 
quence or distinction amongst strangers,. I can- 
not help relating, in order to mark the spirit o£ 
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the times referred to> the following embarrass- 
ments of a French Marquis, in the early part of 
the late Revolution in that country. Being about 
to quit Paris for a tour, he was required, at the 
barriers of that Capital, to give an account of 
himself, his name, style, titles. See. ** I am," 
saith he, " Monsieur k Marquis de Saint Ct/r" — 
" Oh, oh/^ replies the revolutionary democrat of 
an officer, " we have no Monsieurs now."—" Put 
me down as the Marquis de St. Cyr, then,'* said 
he. — " All titles of NobiKty are abolished ;" an- 
swered the man. — " Call me De Saint Cyr only." 
" No person is allowed to have De before his 
name in these days of Equality.'' — ** Write S(aint 
Cyr then."—" That won't do either," said the 
gruff centinel ; " all the Saints are struck out of 
the calendar." — " Let my name be Cyr then,^* 
said the Marquis. — ** Sire! ! (Cyr is thus pro- 
nounced) that is worse than all ; all Sires, thank 
Grod, are quite done away with." And thus for 
want of a name sufficiently republican, antimo- 
narchical, ^nA profane, was the unfortunate Jlfor- 
qvis kept confined within the barriers ; — a pretty 
trick to play to a " Pnzses Kmitum, or Prefectus 
limitaneus /" 
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Some confusion arises from the mode adopted 
by our Bishops of using the ancient Latin appel- 
lations of their Sees, instead of the Engtish mo- 
dem ones. What country gentleman would know 
at first sight, that C. Cantuar meant Hts Grace 
the Archbishop of Canterbury ? 

A country apothecary shewed me some time 
ago, a note he had received from a true John 
Butt, to the following effect. 

'' My wife's stomach is no better, and she 
wants more physic. Send it soon and safe, with 
plain directions, and none of your Latin stuffs 
My people can scarcely read English, and how 
are they to understand what you mean by your 
Anodynes and Analeptics, Sudori/ies and Laxa- 
tives?*' 

** Ma'am/* says Dr. Fossik to Mrs. LoveUgkt 
in the Plain Dealer, " I have ordered Mr. What\i- 
his-name, your spouse's apothecary, to pklebo^ 
iomise him to-morrow morning. To do what 
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with me ? cried my poor husband, starting up in 
his bed ; I will never suffer it. No, I am not, I 
thank God, in so desperate a condition as to 
undergo so damnable an operation as that is. — 
As what is? my dear, answered I, smiling; the 
Doctor would have you blooded. As for bleed- 
ing, replied he, I like it well enough ; but for 
that other thing he ordered, I will sooner die 
than submit to it." 

Surely our Bishops run a risk of puzzling plain 
people quite as much by their signatures and 
subscriptions. 

E. Ebor bears still less resemblance to the 
modem title of the Archbishop of York, than 
C Cantuar to that of Canterbury. Dunelm is 
not much like Durham, and Winton for Win- 
chester, has, as I am informed, actually occa- 
i^oned a ridiculous blunder but a short time ago. 
A rery eminent bookseller in London having 
received intimation from the present Biahop of 
his intention to publish the Life of Mr* Pitt, paid 
no attention to the letter, till mentioning to a 
third person that he had received proposals to 
that effect, from a person he knew nothing 
about, one " Mr. George Winton," he was not a 
little confounded to be told, that Mr. George 
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Winton was no other than the veiy eminent Pre- 
late above mentioned. 

Something of the like nature^ I am told, hap- 
pened to his Lordship of S y, who when the 

late much-lamented Princess Charlotte laboured 
under an indisposition, sent frequent written en- 
quiries to her Scotch Physician, signing himself 
J. Sarum. The Physician unversed in these epis- 
copal conundrums, observed to a friend, that he 
had been much pestered with notes, from *' one 
Jean Saaroom, whom he ken'd notkmg aboat. I 
tak nae notice o' thefelhw,** said he. 

Vigom for Worcester. 

Roffensis for Rochester. 
or 

Exon for Exeter, 
might at the least have puzzled him as much — 
but after all it is not general ; their Lordships 
of London, Oxford, Hereford, and several others, 
write plain English. The present Bishop of Ro- 
chester, indeed, franks his letters Rochester, but 
it was not so with some of his predecessors. 

We seem to have entirely done with suffragan 
or assistant Bishops, though I believe the statute 
concerjaing them is still in force. Few persons 
probably know that as the act runs, there nd^t 
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be. a Bishop of Thetford, a Bishop of Ipswich, 
Cokhester, Dover, Guilford, Southampton, Taun- 
ton, Shqfisbury, Molton, Marlborough, Bedford, 
Leicester, Shretvsbury, Bristow, Penreth, Bridge- 
toater, Nottingham, Grantham, Hull, Hunting- 
don, Cambridge, Perth, Berwick, St. Germains, 
and the Isle of Wight. These Bishops are not 
entitled to seats in the House of Lords indeed, 
but in public assemblies would have a right 
to rank immediately after the Lay or Temporal 
Peers. 

Authors are often exposed to difficulties in 
citing the works of particular Bishops, when 
they happen to have written on the same subjects. 
As the late and present Bishops of St. David's 
for instance ; nay, we might add even the cele- 
brated Dr. Bull, They should I think in such 
cases be always distinguished by their names: 

as Bishop HorsUy, Bishop B ss, &c. It may 

not appear quite so courtly or decorous, but in 
some respects is almost necessary *. Many very 

* This Section, in my first Edition, had passed through the press 
before I had seen tiie rery elegant and useful " Chart of the Epis- 
copacy of England and Wales," lately pnbliahed by Mr. R. Gilbert, 
beginning with the reign of Henry YIII., and so ingeniously con- 
trired, as to enable erery reader of History, cifil or Ecclesiastical, 
to ascertain immediately the names of the sereral Bishops occnpying 
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learned men have been almost annihilated by 
the practice g£ latinising their names, in works of 
great celebrity. Who, that was not in the secret, 
would dream that Tkuaims was the President de 
Thou: Salmasius M. Saumaise ; VailenumtamisM. 
de Vaudemont; Calvin or Calvinus M. dwvin; 
Clerictis Le Clerc, &c. &c. ? But this is not quite 
so bad as absolutely translating the original 
name, which haa been j»omettmes done, and 
carries us as far from the mark, as if the cele- 
brated Author of the Preface to Bellendenus had 
chosen to call Mr. Fox Vulpes, Mr. Pitt Fossa, 
and Lord North Boreas, AquUo, or Septentrio. 

In Mr. Southey's life of Wesley, there is a 
good story told of a ControversiaKst, of the name 
(y{Newcomb, who by way of blind, and to shew his 
knowledge of the French tongue, called himself 
Pdgneneuve ; a witty adversary taking advantage 
of the opportunity so fairly afforded him of reta- 
liating upon him, for his want of good manners, 
took care in his replies, constantly to call him 
Mr. Pig-enough. In Murphy's Travels in Por- 
tugal, 1795, we are told that it is common 

particalar Seei , at anj given period of time from the year 1600, U> 
the present daj. This Chart alone would, in a great manj instances, 
serve to obviate the inconveniences alluded to above. 
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with the Portuguese to transhrte the surnames of 
8trangei*8, if they bear any allusion to substanr 
tives or qualities. Mr. Wolf they call Senor 
Lobo; Mr. Whitehead, Senor Cabeca Bianca, &c. 
The ancient Irish had the same custom, nor is it 
unusual in the southern provinces at this day. 

Great tricks have been played by many learned 
persons in the alteration of their names. Francis 
the First had a Physician of the name ofc Sam- 
malice, in French, which he chose to translate 
into Greek, and thereby became Dr. Akakia. The 
celebrated Daurat, in Latin " Auratus," once 
bore the name of Dinemandi, which appearing to 
him to be as vulgar, as it would seem at this mo- 
ment to our own beau-mpnde, (signifying in fact 
Mr. Dine-^arly,) he chose to change it for the 
one above. Unfortunately his daughter married 
a person of a still worse name, which I am al- 
most afraid to tmnslate, but in truth it was 
Greedy-g-t : Goulu, the same as Lurco in La- 
tin. This difficulty, however, was got over with 
regard to the gentleman by his calling himself 
Gulomvs. The famous Castellion, better known 
by the name of Sebastian Castalion, tells us him- 
self, that he adopted the latter name, from hav- 
ing been called so by accident, at a time of life 
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when its resembtance to the name of the cele- 
brated fountain ofCastalia, was calculated to gra- 
tify his youthful Vanity ; he lived to laugh at his 
own folly, and to resume his paternal name. 
Some autiiors seem to have tried rather to con- 
ceal their real name, than to confer celebrity 
upon it by their writings. Who would ever sus- 
pect that Ceratimis was a Dutch author of the 
name of Teyng: yet such is the fact. Not liking 
his family appellation, he turned to the place of 
his nativity, which happened to be Hoom, in 
Holland. Hoorn signifies Horn in English, or 
k comu in French ; so that Hornanm, which he 
at first adopted, put him too much in mind of 
horns to be agreeable to him, though he was not 
a married man. He therefore turned Horn into 
Greek, xE§«r, and thus arrived at the aforesaid 
appellation, Ceratinus, But to return to the 
Bishops. 

Few people are aware, I apprehend, that the 
King and Queen of England, wherever the Court 
may be, are specially and peculiarly, parishio- 
ners of his Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
The Bishop of London is the Archbishop's pro- 
vincial Dean ; the Bishop of Winchester his Sub- 
Dean ; the Bishop of Lincoln his Chancellor ; and 
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the Bishop of Rochester his Chaplain. Among 
the Bishops, three have precedence, the Bishops 
of London, Durham, and Winchester, But why 
has not the second the rank of an Earl; for he 
is undoubtedly Earl of Sedberg ? Nay, his Bi-* 
shopric is a Principality, and his County, Palatine* 
He appoints the High Sheriff, and might wear a 
sword, Uke the Knight in the arms of his Bi- 
shopric, who has, according to Chamberlayne, in 
one hand a naked sword, and in the other a 
Church. (Church militant with a witness !) not 
much unlike the insignia of John of Leyden, who 
as King of Leyden, chose to have a bible carried 
on one side of him, and a stoord on the other. 
The Bishop of Durham's mitre should not be set 
in a plain ring, but in an Earl's Coronet ; it ap« 
pears indeed, on the authority of the ancient 
Garter Rolls of Parliament, and other records, 
that the Bishops of Durham formerly bore a 
plume of feathers, issuing from their mitre, a 
distinction which Mr. Brookes, of the Heralds' 
Office, says, he sees no reason for discontinuing. 
— (See Nichol's Illustrations of the literature of 
the Eighteenth Century.) 
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It seems very odd to me, (but I presume not 
to speak in the way of remonstrance) that a 
Bishop's wife should have no distinction at all.' 
The learned Selden, in his Table-talk, (I quote 
from mempry) compares a Bishop's wife to the 
clog or weight at the end of a monkey's chain. 
The monkey climbs to the top of the wall, while 
the clog remains at the bottom. But why should 
it be so ? The Clergy of England are no longer 
Celibates, and we need not surely practise a 
deception to make them appear so ? The Bishop 
is said to be married to his See, or in honest 
John Guillim's terms, " knit in nuptial bands of 
love and tenderness to his Cathedral Church.'^ Nay, 
the armorial bearings on their carriages, still 
denote such marriages and no other ; and it is 
indeed upon record, that some Bishops, as Bi- 
shops Bedell and Berkeley in particular, have 
refused to be divorced from such their wives, even 
hy the tempting lure of a translation. But in fact, 
as the case stands at present, the very respect- 
able persons who occupy the situation of Bishops' 
wives, are, as it were by these customs publicly 
4enounced. To use a vulgar expression, they 
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seem set aside as a sort of left-handed wivea^' 
Nay, worse than that; even driven from the 
sinister side of the impalement, which in al- 
most all other instances, of Baron and Femme, 
(heraldically speaking,) belongs to the latter. 
And this in one of the very first of the reformed 
Churches ! Why is this ? Are we not reformed ?* 
are we not Protestants? are we ashamed of 
what we have done, and. is the Celibacy of the 
Clergy a point not yet actually given up ? 

I have no objection to the official seal, in this 
case, as in others, being so marshalled, but why 
should the wives' arms be excluded from the 
private carriages, plate, &c. as is usually the 
case ? The Knights of the different orders bear 
the arms separate, the wife not being supposed 
entitled to the absolute decorations of the order, 
and a Bishop surely, if distinction be necessary, 
might do the same — nay, I think, ought to 
do so. Edmonson, indeed, thinks the Knights 
of the Garter should impale their wives' arms 
within the Garter, and not in a separate shiejd, as 
is done at present. 

I cannot pretend to say, what title, or what 
sort of pre-eminence I should recommend, as> 
proper to a Bishop's lady, but that they should 
u2 
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not anly not participate in, but be absolutely and: 
studiously excluded from the honours of their 
husbands, under the present circumstances of 
our reformed Church, is, I think, worse than a. 
mere oversight; it either makes a Bishop ^ 
bigamist, or seems to revive the justly-exploded 
System of Concubinism — and to the prejudice of 
whom ? possibly some of the most virtuous and: 
respectable of their sex. It is reported of Queen 
Elizabeth that on an application made to her to 
grant the dignity of ladies to the Bishops' wives, 
she scornfully and petulantly replied, 

Ladies ye were not. 

Ladies ye ture not, 

And Ladies ye never shall be ! 

Surely their episcopal husbands might very well 
have answered her Protestant Majesty ; 

' Married we were not, 

Celibate* we are not. 
Oar Wives shall not mistresses be ! 

' It is true, and I am sorry for it, that neither 
Bishops nor Judges can entail any greatness, or 
commonly speaking, confer large fortunes on 
their children, and therefore the lower the rank 
of their vnves and widows and families, the bet* 
ter for themselves ; but sentimentally this makes 
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the case worse. How hard is it, that the wives, 
widows, and children of persons who have risen 
to the head of their professions, should derive 
no consequence from the elevation of the heads 
of their families. Bishops and Judges move in a 
high sphere, and during their lives, their wives 
and children must do the same. It is cruel that 
they should be left to sink suddenly, or rather 
lose so abruptly, their stay and support in so- 
ciety, by the death of the very persons, who had 
perhaps first raised them into any importance at 
all. If it were the same with all professions, it 
would be different; but how many Physicians^ 
Surgeons, (not to mention Generals and Admirak,) 
have left to their children, the goodly inherit- 
ance not only of wealth, but of permanent honors. 
In the Church no such things are to be expected ; 
in the Law there are seldom more than two or 
three chances of the latter ; and in respect to 
wealth, it is certainly not to be generally ac- 
quired on the Bench. 

By the ancient discipline. Bishops might be 
married once, but a second marriage amounted 
to a disqualification. When celibacy began to 
be insisted on in the Greek and Roman Churches» 
Bishops were escpected not to live with their wives. 
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but it does not seem to have been positively en- 
joined tbem till the Council of TruUo in 692, 
when it became established in the fonner. In 
the Latin Church it only obtained by slow de« 
grees. In writers of the middle age, we meet 
with the term Episcopa, Bishopess. By an an- 
cient Canon of the Council of Tours, a Bishop 
who had no Bishopess, was forbid to have any 
crowd of women after him. But I must be allowed 
to ask, how could the Bishop help it, if the ladies 
chose to follow him ? No dqubt Bishops made 
good husbands, and therefore when they had no 
Bishopess, can we wonder that the ladies should 
follow him about, in hopes of becoming such? 
I say this, because the Latin of the Canon seems 
to leave it doubtful whether the prohibition lay 
on the Bishop or the women. " Episcopum Epis- 
copam non habentem, nulla sequatur Turba 
mulierum/' 

The credit of the Bishops seem& a little at 
stake in the decision of this question. 

No persons suffer more, from liberties taken 
with their names or titles than Bishops do. 
** Falling in,*' says the Spectator, " the other 
day at a victualling-house near the House of 
Peers, I heard the maid come down and tell the 
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landlady, at the bar, that my Lord Bishop swore 
he would throw her out of window if she did 
not bring up more mild beer/' Every body 
knows that by this was meant my Lord Bishop^s 
servant. But in such cases, the grave character 
of the master tells greatly to his disadvantage. 
A " double mug of purl," for my Lord Duke, 
can never sound so bad, as a Bishop's swearing 
and threatening to throw a woman out of winr 
dow. It is an old story, but very appropriate, 
that is told of Garrick. A man of the name of 
Stone, who was employed by him to get recruits 
for the under parts of the Drama, had hired a 
fellow to perform the character of the Bishop of 
Winchester in Shakespeare's Play of Henry the 
Eighth; but on the night of performance, sent a 
note to Garrick in these words : '* Sir, the J3t- 
shop of Winchester is getting drunk at the Bear, 
and swears he will not play to-night. I am, &c.'' 
To this Garrick immediately replied, '* Stone, 
the Bishop of Winchester may go to the DeviL I 
do not know a greater rascal except yourself. 
D. G/' — Another time Stone wrote to him, ** Sir, 
I axed Mr. Lacey for my two guineas for the last 
Bishop, and he said a farthing would be too mtsch 
for him." 
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N. B. Since writing the above, the following 
paragraph has appeared in the public papers. 

** A repott is afloat that the courtesy of the 
Crown will be graciously extended to the con- 
sorts of Bishops, so as to permit them to parti- 
cipate in the temporal dignities of their spiritual 
Lords; and thus will be removed from among 
the anomalies of some of our institutions, one 
which gives an awkward irregularity to an ele- 
vated portion of our social order ; for it is a great 
incongruity not to suffer the spouses of Spiritual 
Peers to repose upon the same proud pedestal 
of rank which sustains the Ladies of Lay Nobi- 
lity." — DubUtt Correspmdeni. 
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Thbrb is a wider gap between the Lord Chati- 
cellor and Judges than between iAi^ Archbishops 
and Bishops, even when the Lord Chief Justice 
of the King's Bench is a Peer. Nor can I well 
account for the Masters in Chancery being placed 
where they are in most of our orders of Prece- 
dence; in some even before Viscounts' younger 
sons. Barons' younger sons, and Baronets. In 
others below Knights. It would be very difficult 
to reconcile these two appointments, or indeed 
to say, which were the most correct. The Mas- 
ters in Chancery sometimes indeed sit upon the 
mrne Bench with the Chancellor, but are surely 
not so much connected with him, or so nearly 
allied to him, as the puisne Judges to the Chiefs 
of the other Courts. Formerly they were in 
Holy Orders, and regular Clerici; but I would 
not venture on this account to call them Clerks 
to the Chancellor, though I think them rather 
Assistants than regular Assessors* In cases of 
great weight and difficulty, the Lord Chancellor 
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may call upon some of the Jtidges of the other 
Courts to aid him with their advice, which seems 
to place the Masters of Chancery below the rank 
of Assessors in the Chancery Court. The Master 
of the Rolk, as head of the order, and who has 
a Court of his own, may very reasonably, as a 
Pnefecttu or Pritmcerios, be allowed the rank 
assigned him, between the two Chief Justices. 
There is no need to displace the Masters in Chan- 
cery, let their allotted tank be what it may ; but 
I could not help pointing out the discrepan- 
cies to which I have alluded, especially as Sir 
William Blackstone, connected as he was with 
Westminster Hall, seems not to have admitted 
them at all into his order of Precedence. Where- 
ever they are introduced, however, they clearly 
stand above Serjeants at Law, and yet the latter 
in virtue of their Coif, are generally put into the 
King's Commission, as regular substitutes of 
the Judges, in case of sickness or disability, on 
the circuits. There is something anomalous 
even in the very title of a Serjeant at Law. Ser- 
vims ad Legem, which bespeaks rather an Ajh 
prentice than a Proficient; a Subaltern rather than 
a Prafectus ; though the Coif' is certainly a dis- 
tinction of great legal eminence* They seem to 
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have been so confounded by Ben Jonson. Magn. 
Lady. 

*' He speaks like Mr. Practice, one that is 
The Child of the Profession he is vowed to, 
And Serva$U to the Study he hath taken, 
A pare Apprentice at Law" 

The latter title indeed was given to Barristers^ 
but should surely rather have been confined to 
the actual students of the Inns of Court. 

Many of my readers perhaps may not know 
what I mean by the Coif. It is a round piece of 
lawn or cambric^ covered all but the edge with 
black silk, taffety, (or I know not what) but 
supposed to represent the corona clericalis, in* 
tended to hide the Tonsuram Clericakm, or shaven 
pate of those in Jioly orders, which the Mem* 
bers of the Law in former times generally were* 
It is now placed on the hinder parts of the 
wigs of all Serjeants and Judges ; which reminds 
me of a very ridiculous mistake of a worthy Ser- 
jeant, not long deceased, and for the truth of 
which I can vouch. He was left executor to one 
of his brethren, a Judge of the Court of Common 
Pleas, whose will, by accident, was thrown into 
Chancery, upon what they call an amicabk suit, 
that is, merely to obtain for the executors, the 
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«oiemn sanction of that Courts to do what they 
ought to have been hanged for not doing without 
that sanction, upon their own discretion. It was 
moreover something that could have been per- 
fectly and effectually accomplished in the com- 
pass of ten minutes, without the interposition of 
the Chancellor, but which it literally took seven 
years to adjust (very imperfectly) under his Lord- 
ship's jurisdiction. But I am wandering from 
the point, as though I had got into Chancery 
myself. In the will which the worthy Serjeant 
had to administer, the testattor had bequeathed 
to his eldest son, a very ancient piece of plate, 
called in *' olden times,'* a quaff', being a shallow 
sort of silver cup with two solid handles. The 
words of the will were, *' I leave to my son 
Nicodemus," (or whatever it might be,) " my old 
quaff r — ^At the end of the Chancery suit, when 
the family of the deceased was finally to be put 
in possession of what had descended to them 
severally and particularly, it was discovered that 
the worthy Serjeant had for the space of seven 
years, fully believed, that his friend the Judge, 
had by a special bequest, left to his eldest son, 
not his " old" silver " quaff," but the old black 
patch he wore upon his wig, videliccft Coif.--^ 
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Tliis is literally fact^ but it is qaite proper ta 
add, for the vindication of the worthy person 
alluded to^ that Coif was formerly spelt Quoif, 
The Coif is very honorable ; a Judge must be 
entitled to it, by taking the degree of Serjeant' 
before he sits on the Bench. I have observed 
that the term Serviens ad Legem, is scarcely com- 
patible with the rank assigned to Serjeants, and 
Spehnan seems to be somewhat of the same opi- 
nion. For though he admits that the degree of 
Serjeant is the highest in the common Law, as a 
Doctor is in the civil Law, yet says he, *' a Doc- 
tor of Law is superior to a Serjeant, inasmuch as 
the very natne of a Doctor is Magisterial, but that 
of a Serjeant is only Ministerial" How this is 
settled amongst the learned gentlemen them^ 
selves, I cannot pretend to say, but I should trust 
by. some civil Law at all events, capable of pre-' 
serving them from any disagreeable rencontres. 
If Spelman however be right, it may account for 
the Masters of Chancery ranking above Serjeants, 
Master and Doctor being anciently the same. 

The title of Serjeant is evidently open to the 
same objection, as many others which have been 
mentioned, that of being too common. There are 
not only Serjetinits at Law, but Serjeants at Arms, 
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SerfeoHts of the Mate, Serjeants of the King^s 
Hmueholdy and Serjeants in the Army. If we 
take the two extsremes, how widely they stand 
apart in onr orders of Precedence ; however^ the 
'' cedant arma Toga" is a main security to the 
Serjeant Counter, as he is called^ or Serjeant of 
the Coif. 

There are two very considerable Law Officers^ 
who are never noticed in any of our orders of 
Precedence ; I mean his Majesty's Attorney and 
Solicitor General. They have marked precedence^ 
I know in Westminster Hall, given to them in- 
deed very lately, (1814) but what rank they 
hold in society at large, I do not know ; it seems 
to be ^n oversight. An ancestor of my own 
appears to have had an extraordinary Law- 
rank assigned to him, which being recorded 
on his Tomb in the very words of the Grant, I 
need not scruple to mention. He had the spe- 
cial permission of his Majesty King George 
the Second, to take place between the Attorney 
and Solicitor General, or rather " immediately 
after the Attorney General" and that for life. I 
believe the history of it was this : He was rather- 
a favorite of the King's, and while he held the 
office of Solicitor General, with a prospect of 
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higher advancement, was compelled by ill health 
to resign the Solicitor Generalship. His Majesty 
not willing that he should sink, placed him dbtme 
his own successor, till the opportunity occurred 
upon his recovery, of appointing him to a much 
higher situation in the profession. 

Having stumbled upon Attomies and SoUoitors, 
I would wish to have leave to ask, what is the 
real history of the change that has so recently 
taken place, (in country places particularly,) in 
regard to these two titles and designations ? *We 
have now in reality no country Attomies; they 
are all Solicitors. I know that the terms are in 
a great degree convertible; that an Attorney 
may in certain circumstances act as a Solicitor, 
and a Solicitor (I believe I am correct) as an 
Attorney ; but there seems to be a little pride in 
the recent substitution of one title for another, 
which I do not quite comprehend. However, I 
shall not interfere with it ; under either title 
they have a great deal to do, and seem constantly 
employed; their operations being something in 
the way of" Tobacco hid* 

** Tobacco hie, Tobacco hie ; 
If joa be well 'twill make yoa sick. 
Tobacco hie, Tobacco hie ; 
*rwill make yoa well if you be sick." ^ 
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They generally seem to be occupied either in 
helping those out of a scrape who have fallen into 
one; or bringing those who were in no scrape 
at bH, gradually into one, to which there shall 
be no end, till they themselves choose that it 
should be so; which is, commonly speaking, 
when the contents of the client's exhausted purse 
begin to be as questionable, as the case in which 
he had been involuntarily involved. I do not 
mean to speak rudely of a very industrious, in- 
telligent, and much confined class of persons ; 
but it is really melancholy to think, that so many 
of the community should be reduced, (as is the 
case at present) to the absolute necessity of pur^ 
chasing their assistance — an assistance eked out 
in little parcels of advice^ never extending an 
inch beyond that precise point, where a new dif- 
ficulty is likely to arise, calculated " to bring" 
(to use a vulgar but very applicable expression) 
^ more grist to the mill.'' If this be not the exact 
state of things, I wish to be corrected by the 
public — and I give this notice, for fear I should 
be wrong, at the hazard of incurring the charge 
of, what I above all things detest, calumny and 
slander. Indeed I cannot see any reason, at the 
very worst, for subjecting me to such imputa- 
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tions; for the reserve' of the class of Lawyers 
alluded to, bespeaks great ingenuity; nor do I 
see why they should be bound to sell their mer-r 
chandise u;Ao/esa& to retail customers; — but still, 
I may surely have leave to suggest the hint, to 
those who have to buy law, " Caveat Emptor,** 
Let them at least remember that the very anag;ram 
of Lawyers, is, sly ware!! 

The Country Attorney, however, in calling 
himself Solicitor, seems to forget his origin. I 
find in books the following account of his office 
and profession. " In the time of our Saxon an- 
cestors, the freemen in every shire met twice a 
year, under the presidency of the Shire-Reeve or 
Sheriff, and this meeting was called the Slieriff's 
Tom. By degrees the freemen declined giving 
their personal attendance, and a freeman who 
did attend, carried with him the proxies of such 
of his friends as could not appear. He who ac- 
tually went to the Sheriff's Tom, was said, ac- 
cording to the old Saxon, to go at the torn, 
and hence came the word Attorney, which signi- 
fied one that went to the torn for others, car- 
rying with him a power to act or vote for those 
who employed him," — I do not conceive that the 
Attorney has any right to call himself a Soli- 

VOL, I, X 
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citoi*, but where he has business in a Court of 
B^iy. If he choose to act more upon the prin- 
ciples of equity than of law, let him be Solicitor 
by all metos^ but not otherwise — for law tod 
equity are very different things ; neither of thieoi 
very good, as overwhelmed with forms and teich- 
hicalities, but upon the whole, equity surely the 
best ; if it were but for the name of the thing. 

Mr. Crabbe in his Poem of the Borough, Letter 
VI., has so admirably expressed in verse, what 
I have just ventured to say in prose, that I can- 
not forbear reminding my readers of it. He be- 
gins with a sort of allusion to the disgrace into 
which the title of Attorney seems to have fallen. 

" Then let my Numbers flow discreetly on, 
Warn'd by the fate of laoUess Coddrington *, 
Lest some Attorney (pardon tne the name /) 
Should woond a poor Solicitor for Fame." 

He next notices, as I have also done, the great 
increase of business in this line of late years. 

'* One Man of Law in George the Second's reign. 
Was all onr frag^ Fathers would maintain ; 
He too was kept for Forms; a man of Peace, 
To frame a Contract, or to draw a Lease : 

* See the Account of Coddrington, in " The Mirrottr for Ma- 
gistrates*^ 
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He had a CUrkf with w^ he iia'4 to write 
Ail the day long, with whom he dranlc at night; 
Spare was his Visage, moderate his BiU, 
And He so kmd, men donhted of his ekSU, 

Vfho thinks of tliis, with some amayeqient sees. 
For one so poor, three floigrlibiiig at ease ; 
Nay, one in tpkndomrl—Bee that mansion tall. 
That lofty door, that far-resounding Hall ; 
Well-famish'd rooms, plate shining on the board, 
<^y liTeried lads, apd cellar proudly stor'd : 
Theitf say, ho^ comes it that such fortunes crown 
These sons of strife, these terrors of the town V* 

The next lines, describing Ui^ mode of yih^ I 
have called abave» " getting into a law %cTfa/pfii^ 
are delightful ! 

*< Lo ! that Miatf o^ /-—there th' wcautious Guest, 
Goes blindfold in, and that maintains the rest ; 
There in his web, th' observani SpUkr lies. 
And peers abont, for/ol introding Flies; 
Donbtfol at first, he hears the distant ham, 
Andyis«b atkemfiutCring as they mearer come ; 
They bug and bliitk, and doubtfully they tread 
On the strong Bird-Ume of the utmost thread ; 
But when they're once entangled by the Gin, 
With what an eager dasp he draws them in ; 
Nor shall they 'sa^, 'till after long debty. 
And all that sweeUms Itfe, is drawn away!*' 

I cite Mr. Crabbe the more willingly because 
he is not one of those morose Satirists, M^ho would 
condemn a whofe profession for the faults of some 
X 2 
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amongst them. He knew of exceptions, and so 
may I. 

" Yet I repett, there are, who noblj strire 
To keep the MOte of moral worth alire ; 
Men who would itarre, ere meanlj deigo to lire 
Od what DeoeptioB and Chioan'r j giTc." 

I hope and believe I know some persons in 
the Profession at this moment^ and have known 
more*, who would answer to the description of 
an honest Lawyer, to be found in a small tract, 
written in the year 1676, as follows. ** An 
honest Lawyer is the life-guard of our fortunes ; 
the best collateral security for an estate ; a trusty 
Pilot to steer one through the dangerous (and 
oftentimes inevitable) ocean of contention; a true 
Priest of Justice, that neither sacrifices to fraud 
nor covetousness, and in this out-does those of 

* The two following well known jma if eipiH were in the first in- 
stance, as I hare been often told, actaallj applied to an immediate 
maternal ancestor of" my own." 

Here lies an honest Law^; and that's Strange. 

The same person in his life-time being in eompany with two other 
eminent Lawyers, of the names of Wright and Moore, the latter ob- 
serred, <* There is bmt one honest Lawyer here, and thatis Stramgb." 
" O no," says Strange, " There is one M(Hre;" " Aye," says Moon, 
" That's Wright." I beUere these are reattg to be found in Joe MiBer, 
bat what does that signify ? 
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a higher function* that he can make people ho^ 
nest, that are Sermon-^oof. He is an infallible 
anatomist oimeum and tuumt that will presently 
search a cause to the quick, and find out the 
peccant humour, the little lurking cheat, though 
masked in never so fair pretences. One that 
practices Lew, so as not to forget the Gospel, 
but always wears a conscience, as well as a gown. 
Though he knows all the criticisms of his faculty, 
and the nice Snapperados of Practice, yet he 
never uses them, unless to countermine ihe plots 
of knavery, for he affects not the devilish skill 
otoutbaffling r^ht, nor aims at the shameful glory 
of making a bad cause good, but with equal 
^contempt hates the wolves' study, and the Dogs* 
eloquence, and disdains to grow great by crimes, 
or club his parts to bolster up a cheat with the 
legerdemain of Law-craft ; he is not faced like 
Janus, to take a retaining fee from the Plaintiff, 
and afterward a back-handed fee from the Defen- 
dant ; nor so double-tor^ued, that one may pur- 
chase his pleading, and the other at the same, or 
a larger price, his silence. He is skilled in other 
language besides Declaration-Latin, and Norman 
Gibberish ; he read Plato and Tully before he saw 
either Littleton or the Statute-book, and grounded 
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in the principles of nature and customs of na- 
tions^ came (hth manibus) to the study of our 
common-law. He delights to be an arbitrator, 
not an incendiary, and has beatipacifid oftener in 
his mouth than currat lex." But I can proceed 
no further ; otherwise^ this being said all through 
in the way of comparison and contrast, if I had 
chosen to vilify the profession, generally, which 
is far from my intention, I could as easily have 
introduced the other side of the picture ; but I 
shall not; a little innocent banter will be, I 
doubt not, forgiven ; those who feel it to be tnare 
than banter, will do well to correct themselves 
accordingly. 

GuiUim, in his blazonry of a Cobweb, quotes 
the following lines — 

" Liwt, Uke Spider's webt, are wroog^t, 
Great Fliet escape, and small are oanght." 

And he adds, '' by the spider we may under- 
stand a paiarfull and indiistrious |lerson, a man 
carefuU of his private estate, and of good ybre- 
sight in repairing of sflmll decayes, and prevent- 
ing of wraths'^ 

The Insignia of the two Inns of Court, the 
Inner and the Middk Temple, are pretty well 
known to be the Lamb, and the Winged H6fU, 
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Upon which, very long ago, the following lines 
were written, and chalked up upon one of the 
public gates. 

As by the Templar's holds you go. 

The Horse and Lamb display'd. 
In emblematic figures shew. 

The merits of their Trade. 

That Clients may infer from thence 

How just is their profession, 
The Lamb sets forth their Innocence, 

The HoRSB their Expedition. 

Oh happy Britons ! happy Isle ! 

Let foreign Nations say. 
Where you get Justice without ^tfe. 

And Law without delay! 

This is clearly the truth of matters, as every 
body mmt ailaw; though some wicked wit chose 
to indite ihefoUotping answer! 

Deluded men, these holds forego, 

Nor trust such cunning elves ; 
These artful emblems tend to shew. 

Their Clients, tiof Themselves. 

'Tis all a Trick ; these all are shams 
By which they mean to cheat you ; 

Bat have a care, for yam* re the LamBS» 
And they the Wolves ihat eai you. 

Nor let tiie thoughts of <* no delay;' 

To these their Courts misguide you ; 

'TIS you're the shewy horse, and they 
The Jockies that will ride you. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



312 LAW. 

Abominable scandal ! but it is my duty to be 
impartial, and report on both sides, leaving 
every thing to make its own impression. 

Guillim, whom I have already quoted, thinks 
the following arms applicable to lawyers, viz.: 
three weeks, or baskets to catch fish, the insignia 
of a family of the name of WyUey. For, says 
he, this is like the insnarings and deceits of 
Wily men; with whom are to be ranged all 
those, ** quorum litigua venalis est," who sell their * 
tongues, their skill, and their conscience for a 
fee. Plimf the younger, I remember, in one of 
his epistles, observes that lawyers, spite of their 
teeth, must imbibe some malice, and disposition 
to trick and deceit ; and I must confess that I 
once heard an eminent lawyer, a Judge indeed^ 
declare that under certain circumstances, a sound 
lawyer could not act without some appearance of 
dishonesty ; as, for instance, a client might put 
so bad a cause into his hands, as to dispose him, 
as an honest man, to decline bringing it into 
court ; but if it should appear that his client 
were evidently of so litigious a disposition, as 
not to be dissuaded from venturing upon a trial 
at all events, it were better that a conscientious 
advocate should take charge, even of an hopeless 
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case, than allow his client to put it into worse 
hands, at the certain risk of plunder and pecu* 
lation. 

• There is no doubt but that the English Law- 
yers, informer times, lay under the stigma of 
great tricking and prevarication — (how happy 
ought we to think ourselves that those times are 
quite past and gone ! !) In the curious Letters of 
the Abb6 Le Blanc, written to his iriend the 
'Abb6 Olivet, on the English and French na- 
tions, he makes the following remarks. 

" The art of Oratory in the different Courts of 
Justice in Westminster Hall, is confined, much 
more frequently than in ours, to captious sub- 
tleties and chicanery. 

" Chicanery, which went into England with 
the Romans and their laws, must have found a? 
happy a disposition in the minds of the English, 
as in those of the Normans themselves. Its 
power is as firmly established in this country 
(England) as ever it was in its native one* Eng- 
land is doubtless its greatest and most glorious 
conquest. The King has twenty thousand troops 
to make the laws obeyed — Chicanery has Jlfiy 
thousand Lawyers to support its own power and 
perpetuate its reign. The barristers at Westmin- 
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gter Hall dispute more about the letter of the law, 
than the jmtke of their cause. As villains fre- 
quently get off by the most frivolous and childish 
subtleties^ the Lawyers apply themselves daily, 
to invent new ones ; this is the continual study 
of the great number of Inns of Court at London, 
which properly speaking are only seminaries of 
chicanery. 

" That you may be able to judge yourself of the 
subterfuges by which chicanery can screen a cri- 
minal from the severity of justice, here is what I 
have found in the trial of the famous Christopher 
Layer, who was tried for High Treason before 
the House of Lords in 1722. 

** As to the second exception^ (said the 
Counsel for the Prisoner) that, in relation to 
Christopherus, writ with an e, whereas it should 
be Christophorus with an o, we submit it to your 
Lordships, whether that be not expressly within 
ihe defects mentioned in the Act of Parliament, 
niis'writingt mis-^spelUngf fake ond i$rq>roper La- 
tin? nay, whether it be not subject to censure 
under each of these four heads ? 

*' My LcHrds, it was impossible to bring all 
my authorities upon this point along with me ; 
but I have here in Court several of the best Die- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LAW. 3^5 

tianaties and Lexicom, which shew the true 
word to he Christophorus : and I believe the 
gentlemen on the other side can't produce one 
instance in any authentic book, either Greek or 
Latin, but it is always spelt with an o, and not 
with an e. It is Christophorus, from veifo^, the 
prateritum medium of the Greek verb (f^ea ; and 
the rules of etymology and formation of Greek 
verbals evince that it must be so, and cannot be 
otherwise : and by all the Latin Dictionaries the 
Latin word for Christopher i^ Christophorus.^ 

So much in regard to misnomers in law. But 
what immediately follows is too good a specimen 
of the saiiie sort of pleading to be passed by. 

" My Lords, I hope your Lordships will par*- 
don me ; here is the life of a man concermd! 
and as I would not willingly offer any thing to 
your Lordships that in the like cases has been 
over-ruled ; so neither would I omit any thing 
that may be material for the prisoner, whose 
defence the Court has intrusted us with. There- 
fore I will go on to the other objections that we 
think to be improper Latin. Compassavit; ima^ 
ginatii^fuit, et intendebat ! — ^These are the words ; 
I don't know whether this Latin will go down in 
'\Ve8tminster Hall, l^ut I am satisfied it would 
not in Westminster School. 
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^* Here is the et intendebat ; et, a conjunction 
copulative between verbs in several tenses ! here 
is compassavit, the preterperfect tense ; imaginatus 
Juii, the preterperfect tense ; and intendebat, the 
preterimperfect tense ! Why should not the last 
verb have been put into the preterperfect tense, 
according to the rules of classical Latin, as well 

as the two former? Therefore^ my Lords, &c. 

&c. &c. &c." 

The Abbe Le Blanc's reflections on the fore- 
going report, are these : 

'* Is not this as if the Counsellor had said, 
the prisoner whose defence is conmiitted to me, 
may be a traitor to his country, but his prose- 
cutors are guilty of blunders contrary to the rules 
of the Latin grammar ; for which reason, I de- 
mand that he be set at liberty, though his crime, 
enormous as it is, go unpunished. Is Moliere^s 
Araminta, who turns Martina out of doors, be* 
cause the poor country girl did not speak good 
French, more ridiculous than the Counsellor, 
who would screen a criminal, because his ac- 
cusers happen to speak bad Latin?" 

I know that this, strange as it appears, has 
nevertheless a very laudable object, which is, to 
give an innocent person more means to defend 
himself, and at all events to spare the lives of 
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men as much as possible. But laws are made tO\ 
punish those who disturb the order of society ; 
the subtilty of Lawyers encourages them. 

I like the account given by Mercier, of what 
he calls the '' Jurisdiction Conmlaire^' in his 
Tableau de Paris. It is to the following effect* 
'' Elle exp6die plus d'affaires litigieuses en un' 
seulJQur que le Parlement (the French Westmin- 
ster Hall) en un mois. Les parties plaident elles- 
m^mes. Les vaines subtilites sont banmes de 
ce tribunal, ainsi que la longue formality des 
procedures ordinaires. — Sans cette jurisdiction, 
dont rutilit6 6gale T^tendue, il n'y auroit ni 
ordre ni s&ret6 dans le commerce, les autres 
tribunaux 6tant des mois entiers h rendre une sen^ 
tence on un arrfit, et la chicane pouirant reculer 
pendant p/usieurs annees un jugement definitif. 

*' Le Chaos momtrueux de notre jurisprudence 
et de notre proc^ure augment de jour en jour, 
et tout semble liyr^ K la merci du plm audacieux: 
ou du plus adroit. II n'y a que la jurisdiction 
consulaire qui conserve dans ses travaux le front 
de la justice.'* 

How far the above may be applicable to our 
own Courts of Law, I shall not pretend to say, 
but of the quick dispatch of business in our Courts 
of Equity, we have lately received testimony of 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



318 LAW. 

singular authority, if the newspapers have re- 
ported the matter correctly. I allude to the 
Lord Chancellor's remark not many weeks ago, 
on an application made to him to hear excep- 
tions to the Master's report, " with convenient 
speed." " Convernent speed" said his Lordship, 
'* means after all the other cases which claim 
consideration are disposed of. I have known an 
instance where money was ordered to be paid into 
Court * FORTHWITH,' aud that meard, in fact, at 
the end of nineteen years /"••--*St. James's Chroni- 
cle, Nov. 23, 1822. 

As to the reflections cast upon our Law Prac- 
titioners on the score of Chicanery, it should be 
recollected, that there are some cases which o^ 
scarcely be argued without chicanery ; such as 
the well known case of Stradling versus SiHes, 
in the reports of Scriblerus, an admirable banter, 
but not impossible. I remember one of a like na- 
ture, which I believe was the production of George 
Alexander Stevens, a famous Lecturer on Heads, 
and which he denominated, •* BuUum versus 
Boatum** A. man had fastened his boat to the 
bank of a meadow, in which cattle were at pas- 
ture, with a whisp of liay. A hull got into the 
boat, eat up the hay, and away they both floated 
together; and if they were not lost, received 
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each of them great damage. The owner of the 
boat prosecuted the owner of the bull, because 
the bull had run away with his boat, while the 
owner of the bull commenced an action against 
the owner of the boat, because the latter had run 
away with his bull. 

Chicanery in pleading is better however than 
the base and unmanly custom of brow-beating a 
witness. I was present myself once when the 
following scene took place. It was an Itction of 
assault. A witness had sworn that he saw the 
plaintiff very roughly handled, and that he had the 
bridge of his nose broken. The counsel for the de- 
fendant observing the peculiar features of the 
wit9ess, (who was also an old man,) desired him 
to shew to the Court what part he meant when 
he asserted that the plaintiff had received an in* 
jury on the bridge of his nose. The hand of the 
witness shook a little through age, and a little 
more through nervousness, and he had besides, 
I verily think, the narrowest and sharpest edged 
nose that ever was seen, so that when he tried 
to rest his finger upon the bridge of it, it inva- 
riably slipped aside. ^' Sir," says the defendant's 
counsel, " that is the side of the nose, not the 
bridge — put your finger again to the place you 
mean — there. Sir, you cannot deny that your 
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finger is on the side of your nose ; I fear you are 
a perjured man. You have solemnly sworn be- 
fore my Lord and the jury, that the injury re- 
ceived by the plaintiff was on the bridge of his 
nose : but when you come to point out the part, 
it seems evidently to have been the side, not the 
bridge of the nose. Your testimony cannot be 
admitted/' — Fortunately the Judge (not however 
so soon as I wished) thought proper to take the 
witness under his protection, or perhaps for the 
sake of displaying his wit, the pert barrister 
might have brought the poor old man's sharp nose 
to be exposed to the public through the hole of 
a pillory. 

Sometimes these attacks are very ably par- 
ried ; of which I recollect two good instances, 
that merit to be preserved. The celebrated Mr. 
Dunning having once to examine an unfortunate 
gentleman, who by unexpected losses, had suf- 
fered imprisonment for his debts in the King's 
Bench, ventured to ask him in a tone bordering 
(as the gentleman thought) upon contempt, why 
he went to prison ? " To avoid," said the wit- 
ness very gravely, " the well-known impertinence 
of Dunning.'* This by the bye would have done 
for a pun upon names. 

The other instance is more modern, and per- 
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haps known to most of my readers ; still it is 
worth preservings especially as I have it not in 
my power (even if I would) to say where or 
when it happened. A barrister had been puz- 
zling and perplexing a lady for some time, with 
questions, when in one of her replies she hap« 
pened to use the word hum-bug. Madam, says 
he, you must not talk unintelligibly ; what is 
the jury or the Court to understand by the word 
hum-bugl I must desire you will explsun your- 
self. The lady hesitated. I must insist, ma- 
dam, said the barrister, before you proceed fur- 
ther with your evidence, that you state plainly 
and openly what you understand by a kum^bug. 
Why then. Sir, says the lady, I know not how 
to exemplify my meaning better, than by saying, 
that if I were to meet any persons, who being at 
present strangen to you, should say that they ex- 
pected soon to meet you in some particular com- 
pany, and I were to tell them to prepare to see 
a remarkably handsome, pleasing looking man, that 
would be a hum-bug. 

The Abb^ Le Blanc speaks of England as the 
most glorious conquest of Chicanery. It is fit 
therefore that we should remember whence this 

VOL. I. Y 
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Conquestor cnxhe to us-^evidently from France, 
not only by the Abba's own account, (see him 
cited above) but by the testimony of Phil. H(h 
fiorius de Uegno Britan. '* Since the laws .of 
England/' says he, " were instituted by William 
the Conqueror, (d. Oulielmo Conquestore,) which 
is as much as to say tyrant, (quod perinde est ac 
tyrannus.) It is not to be wondered that they 
should be fiill of pleadings, ambiguities, and con- 
trarieties in theinselves ; for they w^re invented 
€md established by the Normans, than whom 
no nation is more litigious, nor more deceitfid 
to invent and wire-draw suits and controversies." 
prance indeed seems to have always been des- 
perately fond of Lskw^er^; as an eminent Law- 
yer of our own country has very lately shewn. 
Even in the reign of Tiberius> the city of AtOw 
had schools of eldquenqe and law^ which con* 
tained. We are told, no less than 60^000 students. 
In 297, they were undet the directioii 6f the ora* 
tor Eumenius, with a salary of 600>000 stoterces, 
or about £2800 of our money. The schddls of 
Jhulauhe, BoUrdtauxi MarmU^, I^ohii Tteoes, 
and Besanfon, wett afoo celebrated. When the 
Flrancs pbssesded themsblvcGt of GaAl, they r^ 
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apected the profession of an Avoe&i; hutm 

those turbttknt times, it was as muck a military 

as a ciTil avooation. The prof€»sioii of Avocdi, 

iKtaintaiaed iis consid«fatioii till the division q£ 

tlfte Francic Empire auKUigst the sons of CAor- 

iBmagme. in 814. It appeared to advantage again 

under St. Lomit. There was a regular Foretmk 

order of Kimgithood; bnt of dna, more hete- 

aftev. 

In 1790, the French National Assemjblj at-> 
tempied to new organise the order of Avoe&ti, 
retaining the old membra ; bnt the latter faeing 
hurt, and fearful ol losing their credit by boing 
assoGiated with the new Avoc&ts^ desired, to have 
timr order abolished, which accordingly took 
place 1796, after having subsisted 427 years^ aa 
Mif' Butkr, whom I am citing, observes, *' in 
^eat and universal credit*" 
^ So much for the order itself^ and perhaps it 
may be fairalid just. But to repel the qharge i>f 
chicqn^ry being more preva^lent in Et^kmd than 
14 the Abhe I^e Bknc*$ own country, I would obr 
^erve that the entertaining author of the Tabkau 
4e Paris, compares the French Avocdt wit?) XcU^ 
fian's Lamoj^r^ apd to mark his dispositiQQ to 
y2 
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practise chicanery as he pleases, thus describes 
him. " L'inccrtitude des loix Ta rendu Pyrr- 
homen sur Tissue de tous les proems, et il entre* 
prendtoMi ceux qui sepresentent. Celui qui Taborde 
k premier, determine la serie de ses ratsormemens, 
et commande k son eloquence." — Qusere, is not 
the yery term chicanery purely Frendi ? 

Since the publication of my first Edition, I 
haye seen it suggested, in a respectable proyin- 
cial paper, that it is now become, a sort of ano- 
maly, to leaye so much Church preferment in the 
hands of the Lord Chancellor, the Head of the 
Law ; and it certainly might be made a question, 
I think, whether the times, imd circumstances 
of the nation being so much altered, some change 
also should not take place, in the arrangement 
of these matters. The fact is^ that before the 
Reformation, the canon law being in great use 
and esteem, and the laity in general tmlettered, 
or occupied in military affairs, the Eang was 
almost compelled to .employ Clergymen in the of- 
fices of the Privy Seal, Secretary of State, in 
Embassies, and in the Courts of Justice and 
Chancery: and to reward such persons for their 
services the Lord Chancellor or Lord Keeper in 
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particular was furmshed with the advowsons of 
many benefices, to which he might present the 
Masters and Clerks in Chancery, (amongst others,) 
being then all Clergymen ; undoubtedly things 
are now so different, that it could not be unrea- 
sonable to divert a portion at least of that pa- 
tronage into another channel, if the King should 
see fit. 
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If Masters of Chancery have been occasionally 
placed too high, in our orders of Precedence, 
there are some others who I think are placed too 
low, or, in fact, not so distinguished as they 
might and should be ; as for instance, the Sons 
of the younger Sons of Dukes and Marquesses, I 
can see no harm, as their fathers are titular 
Lords, and unquestionably of the first orders of 
Nobility, in bestowing on the Sons the title of 
" Honorable'' at the least. It is often thought 
that they must be so, and probably the title is 
often given them, but it does not actually belong 
to them according to the present state of things. 
They are merely Esquires ; and so indeed their 
Fathers are; but as courtesy has given titles 
to the latter, it could be no great trespass, 
surely, against any rules of heraldry, to give an 
inferior title to their sons. The younger sons of 
Dukes take place of Viscounts, and the younger 
sons of Marquesses, of Bishops and Barons ; 
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why then sfaoold not their sons, having such noble 
blood in their veins, be by courtesy at leasif, 
styled HonoraUe? In some instances I have 
been told, the King has allowed it. 

I have also heard that his late Majesty, 09 
application made to him, settled a question about 
nmk between the daughters of Baronets and grands 
daughters of Earlsy in iavor of the latter. Baro^ 
nets and their families may well be satisfied with 
the jrank assigned to Ihem. They are compara- 
.tively modem, a sort of intruded, interpolated 
order ; not more so however than some others, 
thott^ more recent. Marquesses have been made 
aver Earb ; Dukes over Marquesses, and Viscounts 
over Sarans. And there is an odd instance upon 
record of a degraded Marquess, who upon the 
Parlitgnent petitioning to have his title restored, 
opposed it himself, alleging that it was a new 
title, utterly unknown to our ancestors. This 
•Marquess however, it should be observed, had 
been an Earl (of Somei^s^t) before he became 
Marquess. It happened in the time of Henry 
IV. But Baronets seem to have been more 
strangely inserted, than any of the foregoing. 
It is pretty well known, that it was merely to 
raise money for the behoof of the Province of 
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Ulster in Ireland. I am not afraid to say this, 
Ai the yery ffice of the descendants of those who 
were first created ; for in regard to those Baro- 
nets themselves, it is proved by every accmn- 
panying circumstance, that they must have been 
firom the very first, persons of great wealth and 
importance. They were required to be men ot 
good quality, style of living, and reputation ; and 
descended at least from a paternal Grandfather, 
who bore arms. ** Fandlid, patrimomo, censu, et 
morum probitate spectatos." — Money, however, 
was the great object, as the Earl of Salisbury 
intimated, when he had to overcome some scru- 
ples on the part of the King, who was fearful of 
offending the gentry ; '' Tush, Sir ! the Money 
will do you good, and the Honor will do them 
very little." Even the dignity of Peerage was 
set to sale ; 20,000 pounds would purchase an 
Earldom ; 10,000 the title of Viscount, and 5000 
that of Baron. The new order of Baronets was 
however a hardship upon simple Knights, and 
must have seemed the more strange^ as at the 
very moment they were thus put above the latter, 
the King bound himself (I think very unaccount- 
ably) never to supersede the new order itself; 
originally indeed they were not to exceed two 
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hundred, and to decrease as they died off. But 
this regulation, though rendered binding upon 
King James and his successors, has long been 
departed from. Had it been obsenred, it is evi- 
dent that in time Knights might have recovered 
their old place ; though even to this day there 
are several most respectable fieLmilied of the first 
creation remaining. 

It is singular enough that though Baronets 
were so obviously placed above an ancient order, 
there is a clause in the original decree concern- 
ing them to the following effect. '* His princely 
meaning was only to grace and advance this new 
dignity of his Majesty's creation, but not there- 
withal any ways to wrong tacitly and obscurely 
a third party, such as the younger sons of Vis- 
counts and Barons are, &c." — But there is still a 
clause more remarkable in the instructions given 
to the Commissioners, and which certainly be- 
speaks no very great tenderness for third partiesi. 
** Yet because this is a dignity, which shall 
be hereditary, wherein divers circumstances are 
more considerable, than such a mark as is but 
temporary, (that is to say of being now a Knight, 
&c.) our pleasure is, you shall not be so pre- 
cise in placing those that receive this dignity. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



330 B^RONBTS; 

but that an Esquire of great antiquity and extra- 
ordinary Uving, may be ranked in tins choice 
before some Knights, &c/' 

It baa been said indeed, that the order of Ba. 
roneis only took the place of the ancient Yaha* 
wrs or Vaviuora, a sort of dependent Baron or 
less^ Thane. To be plam cmd intelligible, '^ a 
free Tenant who had sac, soc, 'tall, tern and h^anr 
psthisf^ — ^not holding in aqfite of the crown, but 
jinder some liege Lord. But if this were the case 
with Vavasors, surely ot^* Baronets were from th^ 
first more independent. Some represent the Val^ 
vasor to have been a sort of SudhPorter to the 
Marquess. As the latter had the guard of the 
frontiers, those who received fees from them, and 
were attendant upon them, were called Valvasors, 
as keeping watch ad Valvas Regni, at the gates 
and entrances of the kingdom. 

The title of Baronet is evidently (by increase, 
BB is often the case) z, diminiUvoe of Baro, Baron, 
and therefore, of course, with some loss of 
weight, if that word, as antiquarians pretend, is 
derived from the Greek fia^s. *' Vir grams, vel 
magnee authoritatis.'* For by this rule, the JBo^ 
ronettus, Baronulus or Barmiculus, (for cJl these 
names have been given him, see Calepine^s Dic- 
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tionary) must be somewkat tighttr; mmi8gr4mg^ 
i&d ndrwris atUhoritatis ; heavy enoHgh howeret* 
■still to Gictwetgh a siniple Knight ; yet in a vety 
slight degree, for it will be seen presently that 
the wdgbt of only one Garterwodd turn the ba^ 
lance. 

Etymologists have I know another method of 
tracing the origin of the word Baron, by which 
it expresses either eqtiatity or freedom, being by 
means of ayi!«6 promundation and a change of b^B 
for p's, exacth/ the same as the par& hofnines of 
the Latins, the parhommes of the French, the Por- 
huomini of the Italians, or by German CtVcuvi/o- 
cutiott, Ereerheren or Free Lords. 

According to the original Institution indeed, 
-all Baronets must of necessity be, men of far 
fniljf, figure, waA. fortune, 2LnA perhaps these three 
F. F. F/s would not always be found in those 
whom his Majesty might think proper to advance 
;to the honor of Knighthood. They would seem 
to have been considered by King James I. as 
merely hereditary Knights, since those who were 
not previously Knights were to be made such if 
tthey chose it. That is, if they were not con- 
tented with ibeing fittfc Barons, they had thjB 
option of becoming great Knights, or to speak 
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%n terniB truly heraldic, if they chode to be rather 
the tap step of Nobilitas minor, than the bottom 
step of Nobilitas major, they were welcome to be 
ao. They had the option, in short, of doing 
mach as the Prior of Jerusalem is said to have 
done in Selden's Table-talk, who chose to caU 
himself ** primus Baro AngluiR,^^ the first English 
Baron. For instead of standing last of the Spi- 
ritual Barons, which was his place, he went to 
the top of the Temporal Barons, making himself, 
as Selden says, a kind of Otter, a Knight half 
spiritual and half temporal. 

The ladies of Baronets have been styled Ba- 
ronJettesses, and not improperly, to give them rank 
above Knights' ladiies ; but I apprehend many 
of them may be unaware that they have as Ba- 
ronettesses, a higher rank than their own hus- 
bands ; for they take place otall Knights' ladies ; 
whereas Baronets have not precedency of Knights 
of the Garter, or of Knights Bannerets created 
by the King himself in person, under his banner, 
displayed in a royal army in open war. The 
same may be said of the ladies of Baronets' 
sons, and of the daughters of Baronets. They 
precede the wives of the sons and daughters of 
all Knights whatsoever. 
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Guiilim complains that in his time the Anns 
of Ulster were often improperly placed in Baro- 
nets' Arms. They should be borne either in a 
Canton or an Inescocheon, and not just where the 
coach-painter chooses to place them. But I be- 
lieve this is better understood now-a*days. 

Besides the order of English Baronets^ ori- 
ginally instituted to assist the province of Ulster 
in Ireland, James the First created a Scotch or- 
der of Nova Scotia Baronets, made for the behoof 
of our American settlements, who bear a cogni- 
zance or medal suspended to an orange-^ofomy 
ribbon. What affinity the orange-tawney bears 
to any of the colours of the rainbow, I am not 
quite certain. Bottom^ the weaver, in the Mid- 
summer Night's Dream, speaks of such a co^ 
loured beard, which, from what hetel Hudibras 
in hu fray with the Skimmington, we may con- 
clude to be a rotten egg colour. The rank has 
been given, and those who bear it, are thoroughly 
entitled to it ; but as in the former instance it 
is certainly an interpolated order, so far af- 
fecting a third party, contrary to the expressed 
intentions of the King, as to put simple Knights 
one degree lower in the scale ; and it was ori-> 
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gmaHy bought wifli. money, another blot in the 
escutcheon. 

True it is, and for the sake of all who bear 
these honorable titles, I wish to saj it, liieir 
money, according to the tearms of tite PateDt, 
was to be most creditably laid oat, particularly 
that of the English Baronets. The entire cmli- 
zoHan of the prorince of Ulster being the pro- 
fessed object, ait the following words shew ; •*' Ut 
tanta Prorincia, non solum smcero rtHgtoms cuUh, 
huimmitate dviH, mommque probkate, y enim ctiam 
&pum affluentid, atque omnium lUrum copii, qom 
statum Reipublicce amare vel beare possit, magis 
Inagisque efflorescat.^ ** That so great a pro- 
rince should more and more flourish, not only 
in the true practice of religion, civil humanity^ 
and probity of manners, but aliso in an afBuesce 
of riches, and abundance of all things, which 
contribute either to the ornament or happiness 
of the commonweal." The sum each, new creat* 
ed Baronet was to contrtbuie amounted to about 
^lOftS. As soon as the end was accomplished, 
ithe Crown, it is true, was^ honorable enough to 
remit or excuse this payment, by giVing receipts 
without exacting the specified sum. It is cu* 
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ridus however to read the Patent^ and see what 
Tery solemn stipulationa hare been broken^ aod 
hoir exceedingly the letter of it has been vio- 
lated; especially in regfurd to the number of 
Baronets, which after being in the plainest aiid 
most ei^press terms limited to tw6 hundred, and 
thosb fnHn tiqie to time^ to decrease and be re<- 
diioed to a lesset number, amounted in James's 
own reign to 204, and in that of his immediate 
successor to 448, in the face of these following 
yery strong terms^ with which the Patent con- 
cludes. 

*' And these our Letters Patent shall in all 
things, and by all things, be firm, valid, goodf 
sufficient^ and effectual in Law, as well against 
us, our heirs, and successors, as against all others 
whatsoever, according to die true intention of 
the same, as well in all courts, as in any other 
place whatsoever, notwithstanding any law> cus- 
tom, prescription, use, ordination^ constitution 
whatspever^ heretofore set forth, had, used, or- 
dained) or provided, and notwithstanding any 
other thing, cause, or matter whatsoever/^ 

Now what I quarrel with is, not so much the 
deviation from such a rule, as the too rigid and 
peremptory establishment of it. Was James the 
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First more entitled to innorate, or exercise bis 
prerogative, than any of his successors? His 
present Majesty's prerogative is surely quite as 
extensive as that of James the First, and twenty 
times more respectable from being better known, 
better ascertained and understood ; and yet by 
the wording of the above Patent, it. would ap- 
pear that George IV., as an heir and successor 
of James, stood committed to do neither more or 
less than was stipulated to be done in the year 
1611. It would almost appear as if the Baronets 
of the first creation might still claim to have 
that Patent enforced; whereas, in my humble 
opinion, George IV. is as free to act as his An- 
cestors. So if some of our monied men were to 
offer to redeem so much of the National Debt as 
might set free a few millions of the interest upon 
it, to the relief of our necessities, on condition 
of being made something between a Baron and a 
Baronet, 1 see not why it should not be done. I 
grudge not any thing that was done for the Pro- 
vince of Ulster, in the time of King James ; but 
who would not consent to have many more than 
200 created of any new order, to lessen the Na- 
tional Debt : howeVer, Baronets alone might do, 
perhaps, since I see it has been lately calculated. 
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thiett iVom the year 1 800 to 1820^ they have been 
actually created at the rate of a Baronet a month ! 
Before I conclude what I hare to say about 
Baronets^ I should observe^ that their eldest soni 
have a right to be knighted, and all Baronets in 
fact ought to be Knights as well as Baronets* 
At their first creation this was pretty generally 
attended to, though now fallen into disuse ; but 
if the heir of a Baronet and his wife chose to call 
themselves Sir, and Lady, I know not who but 
the King could prevent it; for in the original 
Patent, without a word being said of their being 
first knighted (though it might be understood, 
according to the custom of those days, and was 
afterwards made optional in the heirs) the terms 
are, " We will also and ordain (for us, our heirs, 
and successors,) that before the name of the said 
A. B. and his heirs male aforesaid, in English 
speech shall be placed this addition ; Sir ; and 
that the wives of the said A. B. and Yiif^ heirs malt 
aforesaid, shall have, use, and enjoy the appel- 
lation of Lady, Madam, and Dame, respectively, 
according to the custom of speaking." The fact 
evidently is, that it was in the King's contem-^ 
plation, that every Baronet not being a Knight, 
should be made such as soon as possible ; and 
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Aat their heirs should be knighted on attaining 
the age of twenty-one, upon notifying the event 
to the proper officers of the Court, But this is 
not clearly expressed in the original Patent. Ba« 
ronets probably were more particular about being 
luiighted themselves, as it seems to have been 
Qommon in former times to call them either 
Knights or Baronets : thus, in the Spectator, the 
joint-work of so many poHte and cottrtfy wiiters, 
Sir Roger de Coverly is constantly called thi 
Kfdght, though at first expressly introduced to 
the reader as a Baronet ^. 

* Having found occasion, in a former section, to notice Mr. OUbert's 
new Chart of the Episcopacy of England and Wales, (see p. 285.) 
I should think it inexcusable not to mention, at the end of this Sec- 
lion, two other yery onrioiu and ingemons pnblioations of the aami 
iMtiure, by Messrs. WhUtaker; the one eotiUed the F—rage Chwtf 
for 1823, the other the Baronetage Chart; to be continned (I con- 
clude) from year to yeav. It would be difficult to conyey any just 
idea of the imoftease quantity of information contained in these two 
^^harts, and exhibited to the eye in the least possible eonpass, by 
the aid of columns, letters, figures, and asterisks* Both charts are 
on a similar scale ; at present I shall confine myself to the Barom^age 
CAorf , which may fairly be said to exhibit at one view all the follow- 
ing particulars relating to eyery distinct family. The name, datv of 
i^e creation, number in descent, age, married, bachelor or widower^ 
number of children liying, nude and female, Priyy Counsellors, 
Knigbts Grand Crosses, and Knights companions of the Bath, Mem*- 
bers of Pariiament and Sherifb of Counties. How the title was ao^ 
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quired, whether by DtraL military, legal, or other aerricei, and the 
century to which the paternal ancestry can be traced. 

In annonncing sncb performances as the abore, I hope I shall se- 
oare to myself the credit of baring in yiew the information of my 
readers quite as much as their amusement ; which from some circum- 
stances connected with, the cireolatif n pf ipy first edition, I hare 
had reason to fear, has not been hitherto rightly luderstood* 
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I HAVE had frequent occasion to speak of this 
title^ than which I think none has been more 
strangely dealt with. Since it was superseded 
by the order of Baronets, it has incurred a 
kind of contumely, that is certainly extremely 
injurious to its proper character. It has been 
held cheaper by the public at large, and I fear 
also by the Sovereign himself. How often do we 
hear the remark, when a Sir or a Lcufy are men- 
tioned, he is only a Knight, or she is only a 
Knight's Lady ? nay, it may be well if the La^ 
do not suffer in her reputation, for her husband's 
title not being hereditary, like the Baronets, he 
is by law and heraldry, called and accounted 
a Knight Bachelor! Now, might we not ask, 
what are the wives and children of a Bachelor 1 
This then seems a title not of honor but of slan- 
der, and should, I think, be altered. How low 
has the Knight's title descended, by the conde- 
scension of the Sovereign on certain courtly oc- 
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caBions ; as. royal progresses, addresses, Scc^ 8u>. 
It may indeed b^ a chivalrous way of his Ma- 
jesty's paybig his addresses, and the Ladies may 
be benefited by it, but it degrades the honor: 
and yet it is perhaps, without any exception; the 
most distinguished and honorable title a man can 
.bear ; it is the very title of which even Kings and 
,Emperors are proud, and always have been. In 
point of antiquity, perhaps, the titl^ of Alderman 
or Earldorman, if any, might dispute the prio- 
rity, but it would still not have the precedence 
in honour and importance. Only a Knight ! I 
question if this would ever have been said, if 
'King James the First had not inserted the order 
of Baronets above it. I question whether the 
title would ever have been conferred upon certain 
persons who have borne it since, had not the dia- 
tinction between simple and hereditary Knight- 
hood, been thus created. I do not mean to be 
rude towards any who do bear it, I am only sorry 
^at circumstances appear to have occurred that 
have very accidentally brought one of the old-^ 
est and most honorable titles in existence, into 
some disrepute ; particularly amongst ourselves. 
I have already observed that some of our Judges 
-have been known to decline the title ; generally 
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they MU l^^mseltes Irather hf lih^if ^ficiiU tidM, 
^at th^y tna^y Viot> I sup^ose> b^ tskem for on^ 
KtiightB ; but I do Hot ftee why they should do 
«d ; for many mUtary Kjiights call themftelres 
by tiieir iUh of Knighthowit who rwk a6ove 
Kmgkii, B4I bom of noble famili«B. Ili^ Dicile 
^ Wdlingtm had the rank of an EatFs icn, when 
he first be<mme Sir Arduir Wellealey, that is, 
l>efore he wan rdisd to the order of the Bath he 
took place of Knights of tl^ Oarter^ The Judges 
should know» that EJaighthood bek)]^S iA them 
Irathe^ as a ndUtary than a xivil order ; among 
our Oothic or Anglo^^lon ancestors, die cirti 
and militiry powelr bdng generally in the same 
Mndsi '* The Sword and the GoWn^" says a 
ittamed wriieir upon die subjeof^ ** wetenotreok*- 
^oned innompatible, in those sirnple^^ perhaps, 
•thbugh not leas hbnest ages of tte world ; before 
wkr became a science, wh<^n superior skill and 
icoaduct freq[uentiy triumphed over strength tod 
iNiUrige ; and Law, an art which was to be leUr^ 
ed distlnctt from th^ rule* of hiatu^J equity." Tht 
office of the Prif90t!k <or Kiags as tibe RomaM 
sometuaaes afieoted 4x> taU them) was to judg» 
the nations in time of Peaoe$ and to lead it|. 
ii^^ope in the time Of bi&ttle. Thefe ^w ilctdiir> 
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tinction in short between their Judges and their 
Generals. Every man was bom a soldier ; and 
though things are very different now-a-days, yet 
0ttr Judges are the proper representatives of the 
King^ whose business it is, according to the 
learned Fortescue> *' pugnare bella populi sm, it 
tot rectimme JudkartJ^ In their cwil capacity, the 
Judges indeed were formerly termed '' Crraves/^ 
as they are to this day styled " reverend.'* 
. Once, indeed^ the sword appertained to the 
Judges in a still ruder manner ; when they ^were 
UtentUy the executioners of their own sentences, 
as among the Hebrews (1 Sam. xv. 33. Exodus 
xxxii. 26, &c.) and the German Druids. 

** It is beautiful to observe," says a celebrated 
writer, " how the minutest circumstances of an-^ 
cient customs are corrected and softened by the 
Ughi and /lum&mty of modem manners/' 

I cannot help observing, however, that HtuH-' 
brtts seems to have had a very just idea of the 
connection between his military and magisterud 
Kmghtkoody when he so spiritedly tells Talgol the 
Butcher, 

** Not all the force tliat makes tbee proud. 
Shall save or help thee to evade 
The habd of Jmtke, or this bMe, 
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Which I ker sword-bearer do carr j 
For cknl deed and milUary.** 

Knighthood is the dignity of all others that 
should not be spoken of in terms of slight and 
contumely, for it not only exceeds in antiquity 
some of our very highest orders of nobility, but 
was originally conferred with such parade and 
ceremony by Kings and Queens, as to betoken 
the highest eminence and consideration ; Kings 
themselves, indeed, received it from the Clergy, 
as low down as the Norman times, William Rufus 
being knighted Ky the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury ; but in those days ordinary persons must 
have beep excluded, the three following qualifi- 
cations being indispensably necessary to all who 
received the order — Merit, Birth, and Estate. 
They were to be, at the least, gentlemen of three 
paternal descents, bearing Coat Armour. As I 
have in a former Section shewn, that in the opi- 
nion of heralds, Adam was the first Nobleman, I 
shall beg leave here to shew who, in their esti- 
mation, was the first Knight. It was, accord- 
ing to the celebrated Sir John Feme, no less a 
man than Olibion, the Son of Asteriel, of the 
line of Japhet, Noah's Son — for, says Sir John 
(I think I am right), before he went to battle. 
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his Father made him a garland of several preci- 
ous stones (in token of chivalry), with which he 
gave him his blessing ; and then with Japket's 
faulchion^ which Tubal made before the floods 
(Olibion^ kneeling) smote lightly nine times on 
his right shoulder^ charging him to keep the nine 
Virtues of Chivalry, as follows : — 

I. You shall hold with the sacrifice of the 
Great God of Heaven. 

II. You shall honor your Father and Mother. 

III. Be merciful to all people. 

IV. Do no harm to the poor. 

V. Not turn your back on an enemy. 

VI. Keep your promise to friend or foe. 

VII. Keep hospitality, especially to strangers. 

VIII. Uphold the maiden's right. 

IX. Not see the widow wronged. 

It is true, indeed^ that in the old Gothic or 
Saxon^ the term Knight appears to have implied 
Servant, but then it meant the servant of a King; 
and so did the word I'hane, one of the oldest 
titles of Northern Nobility. Bede expressly 
nses it for '' Minister Regis" That no Thane felt 
degraded by being in this sense a Servant, or 
^' Minister Regis" we may well conjecture, from 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



346 KKIGHTS. 

Ac following titles assigned to different Thanes 
m Domesday Book. 

Accipitimrius* 

Arbalistarius. 

Artifec« 

Auiifaber. 

fialistarius. 

Camerarius. 

Coquus. 

Dapiftn 

Elemosinatius. 

Forestianus. 

Hostiarius* 

Latinarius. 

Legatus. 

Loremannus* 

Mareschalltts* 

Piscator» 

Portarius. 

Thesaararitts. 

Tonsorator, 

Venaton 

All these were Servm^es Regis; though often of 

the rank of T/umes: eyea Cooks^ Falconers, Sewers, 

Barbers, &c. : indeed the greater Thanes had si-* 

milar officers and attendants^ but the Kings' ser- 
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' vants bdng df Im immtediate household^ were ge- 
.n^rally persons of estiito and consequence ; while 
the Tery meailest situation about the Court seeme 
t^ hare entitled the oecupiet to a high degree of 
enlintooe ; in the lioiguage of the tinie6> tJMy 
wece aU atconnted *' most nobk wkeiS" The 
path <xf hmior seenw to have been open to atll ; 
for we re^d that a Thral ^t Slave might be<^ome 
a Thto^ ot a Oeorl, ^ Chorister a Priest^ aAd a 
Scribe a Bijsfaop» Cantor SmcePdoti ScrtbaEptBo^pm. 
The following translatton of a most ancieiit 
writiag> taken out of the old Saion laws^ is 
very curious : '* It was sometime in the Ei^ 
iish law6> that the people and laws were in 
reputation^ and then were the wisest of the peo^ 
pie w(>rthy of worship> each in hi« degpree^ Eork 
•and Chork^ Thegn and Under^Theyn : t6tA if 
a Chorle so thrived, that he had fully jC«c hid^ 
of his mon land^ a Church and a kitchen, a bett- 
Muse and a gate, a seat and a siv^ai ojke in the 
JSing^^Halii tiim was he thenceforth the 11i<eyn'« 
right-wortky. And if a Theyn so thrived that he 
aerved the King, and on his message or journey 
rode in his household, if he then had a Theyii 
that him followed, who in the King's Expedition 
five bides had^ akid in the King's Palace his Lord 
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served^ and thrice with his errand had gone to 
the King ; he might afterward with his fore-oath, 
his Lord's part play at any need. And if a The^ 
so thrived that he became an Earl, then was he 
thenceforth an Earl's right-worthy. And if a 
Merchant so thrived^ that he pass'd thrice over 
the wide sea of his own craft, he was thence- 
forth the Theyn's right-worthy. And if a Scholar 
so thrived through learning, that he had degrees 
and served Christ, he was thenceforth of dignity 
and peace so much worthy as thereto belonged, 
unless he forfeited ; so that he the use of his de- 
gree ne might." 

The term ITume is affirmed by antiquarians to 
have been very different from the Latin servus: 
he was not a slave, but a free servant of high con- 
dition. . He was a servant in such a sense as our 
Prince of Wales during the life of his Father, 
whose motto^ *' / serve" Ich Dien, or Thien, is 
judged to be of the very same origin and signifi- 
cation. In this sense it is, that Thane and Vas^ 
^/ have been held to mean the same thing. 

Among^ our northern ancestors, there was no 
greater honor than to be in any office attendant 
on the Prince ; nay, though they paid very dear 
for the distinction, at times, it being accounted 
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disgraceful for any of these MirUstri or CofdUs, 
servants or companions^ to survive their chief 
in battle^ or to let him go alone into captivity. 
When Ckonodamarhis, King of the AUmans, was. 
taken prisoner by the Romans, ttoo hundred of 
his attendants, and three of his chiefest friends, 
gave themselves up to be bound with him. It 
was indeed the custom amongst many ancient 
nations, so absolutely to devote themselves to 
some Prince Or Patron, as on no occasion 
whatsoever to cons^^nt to survive them. Nay, 
Among the Scythians, many of the Servientes 
Regis, or King's Household, were generally ftw- 
ried alive with the deceased Sovereign. Hero- 
dotus^ account of the funeral of the Scythian 
Kings, contains some curious instances of this 
nature. They buried, he tells us, all the King*s 
wives, his Great Chamberlain, Master of the Horse, 
Chancellor, Secretary, &c. &c. and even on the 
anniversary of the funeral they sacrificed about 
half a hundred more, BVirvjiSsafraran of the very 
best, merely in commemoration of their great 
loss! 

But to return to Knights. 
The order of Knighthood seems originally to 
have been entirely martial, as Selden argues 
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from the title of a dubbed Kni^t in OeumMU 
Bitter ge$cilagen^ ar Knight of the Spur. Equen 
ammtus from hia gib spurd. Ri^r signifying 
mile$, a soldier^ which plainly pro?e» it to be a 
mUUary rank, and geKUagm stricken, percmiwin 
Fur Knighthood waa formerly, (thati i» a» &r 
back at ka$t as the time of Charhmagm^ if not 
of Qlibion, already mentioned,) cwferred by a 
hhw, or indeed what we vulgarly call a box on 
the ear, Colophm* Afterwards, (that ip, if Urn 
Qtory of OUkion be not tme) instead of the eart 
they struck the should^: as it is described in 
Hudibras, speaking of tho Hero himself, as ^ 
'* mrror of Knighthood ;" 

♦• That never bow'd bis stabborn knee 
To any thing but Chivalry ; 
Nor put ap biono, but that which laid 
night Worshipful 09 s^i^der-blade." 

The shoulder was stricken by the Prince with 
a drawn sword. Thus in Shakespeare, the Duke 
of Norfolk accepting Bolingbroke^s challenge, 
and taking up his gauntlet, says, 

" I take it up, and l^y this nnorfl % fWQV* 

Which gently lai4 my knighthood on my shouldm', 
TVL answer thee in any fair degree, 
Or CilMroiff design of Tfial/' 
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. It b a curious auecdote, tdd by Sir Kenelm 
Digby, that wh«xi King James I, who bad an aii^ 
tipathy to a sword, dubbed him Kodght, bad 
not the Duke of Buckingham guided his hand 
aright, in lieu of touching his ihouUer, ha would 
certainly have run the point of it into his eye. 
King James's antipathy to a sword is supposed 
to have commenced before he was bom: being 
the effect of the fright the pregnant Queen his 
mother received from the murder of Rizaio (or 
rather JRicdo) in her presence. What happened, 
or had liked to have happened to Sir Kenelm 
Digby, the historian of the Fortunes of Nigel 
has told us, occurred also to that worthy serving- 
man, Richie MonipUes, when he obtained from 
the same King James his well merited honors. 
So is truth ingeniously mingled with fiction in 
those extraordinary works. 

A Knight is always said to be dubbed, not 
created ; but it means the same thing with refer- 
ence to the ceremony described by Hudibras, 

*< Was I for this entitl'd Sir, 

And ^rt with trusty sword and spar ?" 

For dub in English and dauber in French are 
said both to be derived from the Saxon dubban 
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to gird, or if this will not do, dub in Saxon sig* 
nifies also a blow, which carries us very fairiy 
back to the most ancient ceremony of all, the 
'' Cuff' on the neck or ear, and the thwack on the 
ihaulders,*' with which, according to the most 
correct ceremonial of the order of Knighthood, 
the renowned Don Quixote was saluted by the 
Castellano, Constable or Innkeeper, who con-* 
ferred that honor upon him, at the commence* 
ment of his mad pranks and peregrinations ! Hu* 
dibras has treated the subject most learnedly. 

** Th' old Uomans freedom did bestow, 
Our Princes Warsh^ by a BUm ; 
King Pjrrhiu cur'd bis splenetic 
And testy Courtiers witb a Kick. 
The Negui, when some mighty Lord 
Or Potentate's to be restored, 
And pardon'd for some great offence. 
With which he's wilKog to dispense, 
First has him laid npon his belly, 
Tlien beaten back and side t' a jelly. 
That done, he rises, hombly bows. 
And gives thanks for the princely blows." 

In the first line, he probably alludes to the 
Vindicta, virgula or rod, which was laid upon 
the head of the manumitted slave, as we read in 
Livy, L, ii* c. 6. Pyrrhus's virtues lay, (where 
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do you tbink ?) in his right great toe ! '* PoUick 
in dextro pede tactu lienosis medebatur/V as Phi" 
.torch (in the Latin version of )iis work) tells us. 
Negus was a King of JEthiopia, and the incident 
alluded to by Hudibras is related at lengdi in 
Le Blanc's Travels : only Hudibras has scanda- 
lised his Ethiopian Majesty King Negus^ in his 
.lines. It was not his Nobility, but merely the 
lower order of his people, whom he thus used. 
It was his Highness the Prince of Melinda who 
treated his Nobles after this manner; however^ 
there was not much difference, for King Negus 
did certainly cudgel his culprit Nobles, but it was 
with his own hands. Artaxerxes did much better. 
He had his Nobles stripped, and only chastised 
their garments. Their cloaths were whipped in- 
stead of themselves. From the Fortunes of Np- 
^el,juBt referred to, and which must so recently 
have passed through every body's hands, we are 
also reminded of what was absolutely the custom 
in the education of Princes, the whipping them 
by proxy. 

The oddest fancy I ever heard of in regard to 
the order of Knighthood, was that of knighting 
the Saints of the Roman Calendar, /emo/e as well 
as male. In the time of the Rebellion, none 
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were allowed to be Saints but the godfy abetton 
H>f the ri^bmuUum m Church and State. The 
Popish Sfdnts were of course all to be ttnsainted, 
axid this piece of low spite was carried so hi, 
that the Churches were deprived of the honor of 
4uTing such sanctified Patrons. Saint Maiiga- 
ret's became Margarei's: Saint Clement's^ CU- 
mentis ; Saint Martin's, MartinU ; Saint George's, 
Georges. But even this would not do; they 
were once made to undergo the following curious 
piece of mockery ; one Mr. Penry, a thorough 
disciplinarian, author of the book called Martin 
Mar-Prelate, chose to knight them; Sir Paul, 
Sir Peter, Sir Margaret, Sir Mary, Sir Martin, 
&c. &c. See. See Bishop Cauper^s Preface to 
his Admonition to the People of England, 
and Grey's Hudibras, Part III. Canto ii. How 
far this might be considered as an original der 
vice of Mr. Penry, I know not, since the French 
once used to combine the two titles, by apply- 
ing the term Monsieur, which is only my Sir, to 
people who lived many ages before them ; so 
that they made no scruple of saying Monsieur St. 
Augustine, Monsieur St. Ambrose ; and the vul- 
gar are reported still to say Monsieur St. Paul, 
Monsieur St. James, &c. 8cc. See Chambers's 
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GyclopflBdia. What would tlie Quakers iay to 
this? 

Our title of Knight, which we derive frbm the 
Saxons, is almost peculiar to ourselves. In other 
nations, they have commonly had a name given 
them, derived from hones, because in ancient 
times they served in the wars on horseback. 
'' The Romans called them tlquiies; tne Italians, 
Cavallieri: the French, Chevaliers ; the Germans, 
Reyters ; the Spaniards, Cavalkros ; the Welch, 
Marchog, &c. : and all with respect to riding.** 
Bracton mentions Rod. Cnightes, that is, serving 
Horsemen, who held lands upon condition they 
should furnish their lord with horses^ 

If our Khights, howet^r, should not be 84ffl<» 
mently equestrian, surely \m Majesty might have 
am Equesitian order of his own^ formed out of 
tiie English Damadp^, (Juvenal, Sat. Vin*) who 
HI the present day^ display such ^Mmofdinary 
likill in driving ik^it foim4n-handi and tUH>s^iU^ 
h^gih, and Who generally apjifear so exoeedingly 
ftoud of their attainments, Ihat it is q^ite k 
pity they ^oald not bei fbrmed into ft distinct 
order, and have titles gtvett t6 them, e^p^essfte 
of their singular merits and great worth. If they 
should! be able to find no Steint in the Christian 
Aa2 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



356 KNIOHTS« 

Calendar, to select as Patroness of their new 
order, the heathen Goddess Hippona may well 
serve their purpose. 

*< Interea dam laoatas, torvumqae JaTencnm 
More Nnmse oaedit Jovis ante altaria, Juvet 
HiPPONAM, et facies pUda adprtesepia pictas." 

Or perhaps they may find a Deity amongst 
themselves; for 

Sunt qaos CURRICULQ palyerem 

CoUegisse Jurat ', meiaqae feryidi^ 
Bvitata rotis, palmaque NobiUs 
Terrarum Dominos evebit at Deos ! 

I now proceed to consider the degraded state 
of this ancient order. It is far from being gene- 
rally degraded. Sovereign Princes are still proud, 
of the honor, nor is there one in Europe that is 
not probably a Knight of many orders. The com^ 
plaint we have to make is, that in many instances 
it has been rendered too common, or conferred 
upon persons under circumstances not con- 
sistent with its original design and character.. 
** This title," says Clark in his History of 
Knighthood, ** which was anciently of high 
esteem, is now conferred indiscriminately upoa 
Gownsmen, Physicians, Burghers, and Artists, 
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whereby the original institution is perverted^ 
and is of less reputation than it hath been*" 
Without the slightest intention to speak disre-* 
spectfully of any persons in trade or business^ 
do we not all remember cases in which it has 
been bestowed on Brewers, Sihersmiths, Attor-* 
nies. Apothecaries, Upholsterers, Hosiers, Tailors, 
&c. &c. ? I do by no means wish to see such 
persons placed out of the reach of honors^ of 
deprived of the smiles and favors even of royalty* 
King Alfred undoubtedly shewed his wisdom in 
honoring Merchants, But I would find^ or invent 
for them^ titles more appropriate. What can 
such persons have to do with swords and gilt 
spurs^ and martial titles? According to the 
strict and ancient rules of Chivalry, no man was 
entitled to the rank and degree of Knighthood^ 
until he had been in actital battle, and taken a 
prisoner with his own hand. Are they the persons 
we should look up to, to fulfil the Knight's oath^ 
" to maintain and defend all ladies, gentlewo- 
men, widows, and orphans ; and to shun no ad- 
venture of their person in the wars in which 
they may be engaged V In this free and happy 
country, I rejoice to think that every man of 
business, every honest and industrious trades- 
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VOMM, wtmf look to die poidbility of his receinng 
kingly notiGe and kingl j honoi^ ; bnt why uot 
have amc honors specially appropriated to sach 
purposes, instead of running the risk of seeing 
** a Knight behind a counter, or tm/ Lady getting 
up small linen.** Sancho Panza indeed was per- 
suaded that he was fit to be; made a Dt^^ 
** for once in my life time/* says he, ** 1 was 
beadle of a Corporation, and the gown became 
me so well, that every body said, I had the prs« 
sence of a Warden : then what shall I be when 
I am clothed in a ducal robe, all glittering with 
pearls Uke a foreign Count; upon my oonsei- 
enoe I beliere persons will come an hiindred 
leagues on purpose to see me/' Perhaps indeed 
ike King might as well make Dukes of wxA 
worthy citizens as Knights, for our Citiz^is and 
Bursters have commonly a very portiy presence, 
and might as weU become the one as the other) 
besides there would be something lees incon- 
gruous in it, for why should the Sovereign be 
expected to confer tJtat very tith <m persons at 
the bottom of our orders of Precedence, whidi 
he actually takes to hmse^HB tax honor, standing 
at the very top ? If Tailors in particular must be 
Knights, they ou^t clearly to b^ Kfdghts 31w»* 
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phrs, as of the family of Hudibras's Rafyko, 
from ^' whose great ancestor/' (Dido's heir^ as 
it is recorded^ (in never-dying verse») 

" Descended erots-legged KaightA, 

Fam'd fot their faith," &o. &c. 

I beliere Sir WilUam Walworth, Lord Ma3ror 
qf London^ vrho was knighted by Richard IL 
for slaying Wat Tykr, was the first tradesman 
or citizen who received this honon But it 
seems to have been in danger of suffering de« 
gradation so long ago as in Henry the Third's 
rdgn» when whoever had the yearly revenue of 
fifteen ponnds in land, was compdkd to receive 
the dignity ; so that the title^ as writers upon 
the subject observe, was become rather a bur- 
tlien than an honor. In the reign of Henry YIII. 
Serjeants at Law were first knighted^ which 
probably induced them to suppose they had na- 
turally tluit rank, and were unwilling to go below 
Knights. For ill the seond year of James L 
anno 1604, when that King made 300 Knights 
at once, a curious discourse was written in the 
formof a dialogue, or '^ familiar Ckmferanoe be*- 
iween a Kni^tes eldest sonne and a studient in 
the lawes of the realm, concerning the prehe- 
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minency of the ordre of Knighthode before the 
degre of a Sargeant at Lawe." I would however 
observe, that the French Avocat, Barrister^ or 
Counsellor^ according to Bartoli, the oracle of 
the Law in the XlVth Century, at the end of the 
Xth year of successful professional exertion, 
became ipso facto a Knight. This seems not to 
have been known to the authors of the foregoing 
dialogue. There was in short in that kingdom 
a Tegular forensic order of Knighthood 9 and I be* 
lieve in Italy and Germany also. These Lawyers 
took an oath to use the advantages of Eaiight- 
hood only for the purposes of rel^hn, of the 
Church, and the holy Christian fedth, in the loar* 
fare of the science to which they were devoted. 
It does not appear that they wore their Eques* 
trian Costume in the Courts, but from some hints 
thrown out by Beaumanoir, they are supposed to 
have been attended to the Courts by Esquires, 

But it is impossible to degrade the title of 
Knight, otherwise than by bestowing it unwor- 
thily. *' No honorable person," says an eminent 
writer^ '' will deny, but that Knighthood hath 
great excellency amongst all other titles of ho- 
nor ; for otherwise so many great Princes would 
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never have taken that honor in their own persona 
as an augmentation of -their monarchical ex- 
cellencies ; '' as witness Lewis XL who was 
knighted at his Coronation by Philip Duke of 
iBurgundy ; who if made a Duke, Marquess, Earl, 
^c. it would have detracted from ^im^ all these 
titles being in himself." 

There .was always something particular in re- 
gard to the dignity of Knighthood. If an Esquire 
was made a Knight, be lost the name of an 
Esquire ; but if a Knight was made a Duke, Earl, 
or Baron, he still held and retained the name 
find title of Knight during his life, and was so 
styled in all writs. 

By 24 Henry VIII. nobody under the degree 
of a Knight could wear a Collar of S.S/s, All 
the chief Judges wesur such Collars ; they must 
of course therefore be ELnights. But it is some- 
what remarkable that, according to the old bal- 
lad of the Tanner of Tamworth and King Edward 
IV. the latter gave a Collar of S. S. to an Esquire, 
to the alarm of the Esquire himself. 

** A Collar, a Collar, our King 'gan saj, 
Qaotb the Tanner it will breed sorrow ; 
For after a Collar cometb a halter, 
I trow J shall be hang'd to-morrow ! 
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<« Be mot afrtid^ TMMri said Um Kiiif , 
I tell thee so moagbt I tbee, 
Lo here I make thee the beat Esquire, 
That Is in the North Gountrie !" 



Now, if previousfy to the statute of Henry^ the 
Collar of S.S/s ought to have been reserved for 
Knights, there could not well be a greater heraldk 
^nomafy than this act of Edward IV. Every 
body knows the difference between a Knight and 
nn Esquire in chivalry ; but they were outwardly 
distinguished very particularly by thdr spurs. 
The Knight might wear golden or gilded spurs, 
hence his title Eques auratus: but the spurs of 
an Esquire could be at the best only of siher: 
an which account, as Spelman tells us, in the 
Western parts of England Esquires were called 
^' White-spurs.'' To confer the Ck)llar of S-S/s 
therefore on a White^spur must have been as bad, 
as to have decorated our friend Saneho Panza's 
head, with the helmet of Mambrino. 
' Hiere is no rank, there are no distinctions, 
more wise and politic than our orders of Knight- 
hood, and their decorations. Ribbons, Stars, Me^ 
dais, &c. &c. They cost the Crown nothing, the 
•State nothing, you and me nothing, unless we 
should be so fortunate as to obtain them, and 
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then I would answer for it, we should not grudge 
the costs* But the beauty of them is, (and 
herein they seem to differ from most other ob«* 
jects of ambition) the less intrinsic value they 
hare, the more desirable and the more honor- 
able they are. Oive money instead^ and all the^ 
glory attending the distinction is vanished and 
gone. Money, as Montajgne says, is the re* 
eompence and reward of vMi, couriers, dancen^ 
simgers, wiauntebanh, stage^hjfers, 8cc. 9cc. Ho^ 
nor and virtue seom such common rewards* 
Their pnqker reoompanc^ must be altogether 
nobl^ generou&i, unmercenary. Its very cheap*' 
aeas constitutes its worth, Augustus Caesar we 
read was extremely liberal of his costly remu-* 
nerationsi but cautious to a high degree in the 
diatribntion of m^ely honorary distinctions; 
such as his crowns of laurel, oak, myrtle, yest*^ 
m^nts of peculiar make» the use of carriages and 
iambeaux in the streets at night, and particular 
aeats in their public assemblies. Arms, tUles„ 
Sur^names^ &c. are undoubtedly of the same de^ 
seription; but the more such honors are de-^ 
tached Arorn all baser appendages and accom- 
paniments, the more truly honorable they are«. 
'^ Si au prix qui floit estre simplement d^honamr^ 
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on y mesle d^autre conunoditez, et de la richesse, 
ce meslange au lieu d'augmenter restimation^ la 
retvak et en retranche. L'ordre de Sainct Michel, 
qui a e8t6 si long-temps en credit parmy nous, 
n'avoit point de plus grande commodity que 
6elle*liL, de n^avoir communication d^aucune autre 
commodite. Cela faisoit, qu'autre fois il n'y avoit 
ny charge ny estate quel qu'il fust, auquel la 
Noblesse pretendist avec tant de desir et d'affec- 
tion, qu'elle faisoit k l'ordre : ny quality qui 
apportast plus de respect et de grandeur: la 
vertu embrassant et aspirant plus volontiers k 
une recompense purement sienne, plutost glori- 
euse, qu'utile." So far Montaigne, and (though 
his fanious order of St. Michael fell afterwards 
into disrepute) nothing can be more just ; but 
the principle has been abused. And it was ex- 
actly in consequence of such abuse, that the 
order of St. Michael came first to be instituted 
in the room of the order of the Star ; the honors 
of which had been exposed to sale, to supply 
the exhausted treasury of Charles Vllth, which 
was judged to be a sad prostitution of the order. 
" The King of France, says Bica or Ibben, (in 
the Persian Letters) is the most potent Prince 
in Europe : he has no gold mines like his neigh- 
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bour the King of Spain ; but he has more wealth 
than him, as he raises it out of the •canity of his 
subjects, which is more inexhaustible than any 
mine. He has undertaken and maintained great 
wars upon no other fund than the sale of titles 
of honor ; and by a prodigy of human pride, his 
troops were paid, his places fortified, and his 
fleets equipped." 

These distinctions, of course, must be in a 
great degree mere matters of opinion, otherwise 
it would be absurd to think of offering them to 
sale; but if a man be made to fancy himself 
great, he is great, as far as his own feelings are 
concerned ; and if the King were not to offer to 
sell them what they desire, they would not want 
means to elevate themselves. In the Persian 
Letter just cited, Usbeck writing from Paris to 
Rhedi at Venice, observes, " there are in France 
three sorts of professions, the Church, the Sword, 
and the long Robe. Each has a sovereign con* 
tempt for the other two: a man for example, 
that ought to be despised only for being 9ifool, 
is often despised only because he is a Lawyer* 
Even the vilest mechanics will dispute for th^ 
excellency of the trade they have chosen ; each 
sets himself above him that is of a different pro- 
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fesflion ; in proportion to the idea he has framed 
to himself of the superiority of his own* 

" All men, more or less^ resemble the woman 
of the prorince of Erivan, who haring received 
some faror fVoin one of (mr Monarehs, wished a 
thousand times in her benedictions of him, that 
heaven would make him Governor of Erivan r 

I have read that a French ship putting in 
upon the coast of Gruined, some of the crew went 
ashore to buy sheep. The natives carried them 
to the King, who was dispensing justice to hifi 
subjects under a tree ; he was on his throne, 
that is to say^ a piece of timber^ as stately as if 
he had sat upon that ot the Great Mogul : about 
him stood three or four guards, armed with 
hedge-stakes i an umbrella in the form of a 
canopy skreened him from the heat of the sun. 
All his own ornaments, as well as those of tlie 
Gtuem his wife, conBisted in their black hides, 
and some few rings, tliis Prince, whose vanity 
was greater than his poverty, asked those 
strangers whether he wa» not much talked of in 
France ? He fancied his name could not but be 
carried from one Pole to the other : and being 
quite the reverse of that Conqueror, of whom it 
is Miid he silenced the whole earth, this Prince 
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fanoied it could not be but the whole universe 
must speak of him. ** Wh^i the Cham of Tar^ 
tary has dined^ a Herald proclaims, that all the 
Princes of the earth may go to dinner if they 
please ; and this Barbarian that lires upon milk, 
who has neither house nor home, and subsists 
upon nothing but robbing and cutting of throatd, 
looks upon all the Kings of the wprld as his 
slaves, and regularly insults over them twice a 
day." 

Seneca has recorded an instance of the most 
ridiculous affectation of grandeur, in the person 
of one Senecio. I shall copy Cowley's account of 
him. '* He would have no servants but huge 
massy fellows, no plate or household stuff, but 
thrice as big as the fashion : his extravagancy 
oame at last into such a madness, that he would 
not put on a pair of shoes^ each of which was not 
big enough for both his feet ; be would eat no^ 
thing but what was great, nor touch any fruit but 
horse-plums and pound-pears. He kept a con^ 
cabine th&t was a very giantess, and made her 
walk too always in Chiopim, till at last be got 
the name of Senecio Grandio, which Messala said 
WM not his Cogmmen but his Cognomenhinh'* 

Di. Jobnsm has recorded an instance of a 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



368 KNIOHTS. 

Country 'Squire, who was so fond of displaying 
a quantity of plate on bis sideboard, that he 
i^onstantly had his siher spurs placed there. 
The Doctor imputes this entirely to the 'Squire's 
vanity ; but if he were a proper white-spur, (see 
abore) who knows but that there might hare 
been some heraldry in it? / am at least bound, 
I think, to offer this excuse for the hapless ob- 
ject of his barter. 

Consequence may be given by the merest 
trifles. There is one at present in vogue amongst 
ourselves, which seems likely to be carried to 
an almost ridiculous extent. I mean the three et 
cateras, (8cc. &c. &c.) in. the directions of our let- 
ters, notes, &c. I am pretty certain that I remem- 
ber the time when etiquette confined it to the Ca- 
binet Ministers, or at the veiy least, to the highest 
Officers of State. Such personages might well 
have such an easy and contracted compliment 
paid to their numerous titles and dignities, few 
of which could be expressed at length ; but now 
they are added to almost every name, and may 
stand for any thing or nothing. That they may 
stand for any thing, and therefore suit those who 
are at the very bottom of our orders of prece- 
dence, is evident from this, that a Grocer may 
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be ei cetera, et catera, for he is generally a Tm 
dealer, a vender ot plums and currants, sugar, and 
a hundred other things. A Sadler is commonly 
4fv. S^c. Sfc. for he is also a Collar, Harness, and 
Whip maker. A Country Apothecary is a Sar- 
geon, a Dentist, and Man-midwife. Nay, the 
mender of kettles, ^. ^c. ^c. meaning pots, pans, 
and so forth, would do very well for a Tinker. 
Ttat they may stand for nothing, I leave to those 
to find out, who may be in the way of observing 
to what odd names they are tacked, and how 
very general the practice is become. 

Stars and Ribbons may seem trifling, but they 
are very ornamental, and as marks of distinction 
by no means extravagant. They render a person 
conspicuous, and if rightly bestowed, do cer- 
tainly not exceed the bounds of royal or national 
remuneration. Our Four Orders of Knighthood 
are extremely honorable, and have nothing in 
them I think that can be excepted against. The 
first order indeed, that of the (Jarter, by its 
motto, seems to challenge enquiry, and defy 
reproach. Every body must know the story 
that refers the origin of the name to a piece of 
gallantry ; either the Queen or the Countess of 
Salisbury having been supposed to have dropped 
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ooe of thosQ very useful pieces of female attire 
at a dance ; upon which old Camden says, with 
a great deal of propriety, and a most just com^ 
pliment to the ladies, ** haec valgus perhibet, 
nee viiig sane haec videatur origo, cum noUHtm 
sub amore jacet." 

The true relation is considered to be this; 
that Edfvard the Third being engaged in a wai 
with France, for the obtaining that crown, in 
order to draw into England great multitudes of 
foreigners, with whom he might negotiate for 
aid and support, appointed a tournament to be 
holden at Windsor, in imitation of King Arthur's 
Round Table, at which all his illustrious guests 
were to be entertained ; but King Philip of 
France suspecting his designs, caused a like 
tournament to be proclaimed in his own domi-* 
nions, which meeting with success, prored a 
countermine to Edward's original plan, and in- 
duced him to turn bis thoughts ^^twi^ t^, to the 
institution of a new order of Knighthood; and to 
signify the purity of his intentions, and retort 
shame on those who should put any malignant 
interpretation on his proceedings, he chose fpr 
his motto the words, ** Honi soit qui nudypente" 
which is not ill translated in the dramatic poem 
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on the Ii»itituticHi, to be foimd io Dodsk^'i Col- 
lection, thns, 

*< Asham'd be he who with maiigna$ii eye. 
So reads my purpose.** 

*' The FeUowfthip of the Order of the Garter, 
is of all others by far the most honorable, mak^ 
mg Knights, and sometime those of the lesser 
Vobility not only equal to Noblemen at home, 
but companions to Kings themselves and Em- 
perors : a fellowship of all the orders of the 
Christian world most ancient and famous ; eH«t 
cireling all titles and degrees of Nobility frosn 
the throne downwards.** — ^This is a brief account 
of fhe order, from the pen of an Hendd^ I haiw 
BO need to go ferther into its History, but merely 
to pick up such things as may apply to this 
work. And first, I am rather surprised, that the 
ladies of the KLnights of the Gmrter should have 
tdinqmshed so great, and I should think so or- 
namental a distinction, as that of wemng the 
ensign of the order in JeweUery or auimel as a 
bracelet on ths left arm, which Ashnwle assures 
us was at first customary. Surely it would be 
as reasonable as the gold chain of the Lady 
Maj/0re$s, and being in the form of a bracelet to 
Bb2 
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the cmn^ might pottiMy divert the attention of 
the men from the reputed original ; it might be 
dropped and resumed with less confusion, and the 
only objection I can see to the use of such an 
ornament, is the hazard of mistake^ from the 
double meaning of the term PerisceUs, which 
signifies not only aQ****r but B»******, which 
our English ladies never wear ! Quae Oraeci 
vifnax^ii vocant, nostri Braccas dicunt, says aa 
ancient Father of the Church. 

Though the order was instituted so long ago 
as in the year 1344, it was not till the reign of 
Charles the Second that the Knights were em- 
powered to wear the Star they use at present, 
embroidered on their coats. For the conveni- 
ence of trarelling, they may wear a blue ribbon 
under their boot, instead of the " Golden Garter^' 
but I believe they are liable to ^, fine, if they 
have neither ribbon nor Garter on. 

Their Gentleman Usher has a title of a very 
fearful sound to school-boys. What must they 
think of an Usher of the black Rod? — *^ I knew 
one, who in winter," says old Peachum, " would 
ordinarily in a cold morning, whip his boys over 
for no other purpose than to get himself a heat.'' 

Having had occasion to mention King Arthur's 
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Round Table, which was made round to prevent 
all controversies about precedency, as a round 
Robin is calculated to screen the nng-leader of a 
conspiracy, it may perhaps be amusing if I re- 
count some of the names of the^rst Knights, as 
a specimen of the language of the times. In 
the second Chapter we have, 

Esclabor, the disguised* 

Agravain, the Proud. 

Yvain, toith the white hands. 

Dodinel, the Wild. 

Osevain toith the hardy heart. 

Mador of the Porte. 

Arthur the Less. 
In the third Chapter, 

Arthur Ly Bleys, the Stammerer. 

Pharan the Black. 

Pharan the Red. 

Amant the Fair Jouster. 

Gavenor the Black. 
In the Fourth, 

The Goodly Coward. 

The deformed Valiemt. 

The Good Knight Descor. " 

The Varkt au Cercle. 

Lot the Valiant. 
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Mdiadw tbe Spy. 
Lueaa the Bmtkt. 
In tii6 Fifth, 
Bnmor of the Fountain. 
Stbilias mih thi hard kmdi. 
SiTftdos the Thunderer. 
Arphaxad the Grou. 
The Lovely Anumnu,. 
Malios of the Hiorn. 
Argovier the Angrie. 
Patrides of the Golden CXrck. 
Mauduk the Scomer. 
GringalaiB the Strong. 
In the Sixths 
Agrior the old Gamegter. 
QtlindeBixftheHiaoch. 
Chalamor the Well-^khet. 
Alibel the Forsaken. 
Arganor the Rich. 

The ancient Knight of the hdUow Deepes. 
Malaquin the Gross. 
In the Seventh, 
Nonnain the Pilgrim. 
Harvin tbe UnmMfy. 
Ferandon the Poor. 
Randon the light or ninMe. 
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The Strong alwaytjmmd. 
The hst black Knight. 
Divant of the B/och. 
The Fairy for Ladies. 
The Forester. 
The Huntsman. 
The Brown without Joy. 
Oeffirey the Stout. 
FoytLduB the Gallants 
The Eighth, 

Roastelime of the High Mountain. 
Coutunt of the hard Rock. 
Annont of the Green Serpent. 
Ferrant of the Hill. 
Basterine the Great. 
Lydieux the Strong. 
Solineofthe Wood. 
The Knight of the Seven Ways. 
Hescalon the Hardy. 
Marandon of the Biver. 
Abilem of the Desert. 
FgbUx the Fortunate Searcher. 
Dezier the Fierce. 

The rules of the order were admirable- None 
were to be adtoitted, but those who made suffi- 
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cient proofs of their valour and dexterity in 
arms. They were to-be always well atmed foi' 
horse or foot ; they were to protect and defend 
widows, maidens, and children, relieve the dis- 
tressed, maintain the Christian faith, contribute 
to the Church, protect pilgrims, advance honor, 
and suppress vice; to buty soldiers that wanted 
sepulchres^ to ransom captives, deliver prisoners^ 
and administer to the cure of wounded soldiers, 
hurt in the service of their country. Upon any 
complaint made to the King of injury or oppres- 
sion^ one of these Knights, whom the King 
should appoint, was to revenge the same. If 
any foreign Knight came to Court, with desire 
to shew his prowess, some one of these Kjiights 
was to be ready in arms to answer him. If any 
lady, gentlewoman, or other oppressed or vyured 
person, did present a petition declaring the 
same, whether the injury were done here or be- 
yond sea, he or she should be graciously heard, 
and without delay one or more Knights should 
be sent to take revenge. 

Well might they bear the names given to them 
above, having such chivalrous exploits com- 
mitted to their chaise, which though they may 
seem now to be at an end, yet let our Knights 
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x>f the Garter and St. Patrick take care, for I see 
«K)t how they could escape going upon such en- 
terprizes, if proper cases were made out; the 
latter haring undertaken to ** be bold strongly to 
J%ht, in the just and necessary defence of those that 
be oppressed and needy" and the former even " to 
offer themselves to shed their blood,'' to the same 
^nds. 
; Among the many foreign orders that have 
been instituted, there was, and perhaps still is, 
one of a very singular nature in France, viz. 
the order de la Sainte Ampouille, or Holy Phial. 
It consists of four persons, generally of the an* 
cient province 6f Champagne, men of the first 
rank, family and fortune there. At the Corona^ 
tion of the Kings of France, these four Barons 
or Knights are delivered to the Dean, Priors, 
and Chapter of the Cathedral Church of St. 
Remy at Rheims, as hostages for fulfilling the 
engagements entered into, by the great Officers 
of the Crown, to return the holy Phial in which 
the oil for anointing the King at the Coronation 
is kept. I cannot inform the reader what was 
to be done with these hostages in case any acci- 
dent befel the sacred Phial; but it is melan- 
dioly to think that it could not well be replaced 
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by any thing ealrthly^ it baring been originally 
brought from heaven, and put into the hand of 
St Remy, at the C!oronation of Clovia^ in the 
sixth century. Whether the hostages were to be 
dispatched to the other world to fetch another, 
does not appear. 

The order of F(h>1$ was a singular order, and 
what the intention of it could be, I cannot con- 
jecture. There certainly was howerer such an 
order in Germany, founded in 1380 by Adolphus 
Duke of Cleves ; the badge being the figure of a 
jman, habited -like a Fool, in a short waistcoat, 
a cowl of red and yellow patohwotk, with mor- 
rice bells of gold, yellow stockings, and black 
shoes, holding in his hand a bowl filled with 
water. 

I have observed, that according to Ashmole, 
the ladm of Knights of the Golden Garter 
(Equites aurea PerisceUdU) used formerly to wear 
the ensign of the order on their arms. This did 
not make them Knightd of the Garter certainly, 
but it was an outward distinction that probably 
must have been extremely becoming. Though 
ladies however cannot be Knights, thdy haye 
not been without their distinct orders in various 
countries of Burope ; some of which I shall 
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mention, in cade any sucli associations of our 
fair and virtuoas countrywomen should hereafter 
be contemplated ; not that the foreign orders I 
am about to describe would be generally suitable 
here* 

In the Austrkm dominions there were the fol-* 
lowing. 

L The ladies' order itk honour of the Cross, in-^ 
sUtuted by the Empress Eleonora di Gonzago, to 
commemorate the miraculous preservation of a 
golden Crosslin which were inclosed some pieces 
of the wooden one on which Christ sujSered^ 
during a conflagration that took place at the 
Emperor's palace in 1668. 

As ladies^ orders ought to have handsome 
badges, I shall describe the cme appertaining to 
this order, and which locku very handsome in 
an engraving. It was a golden medal, chased and 
pierced. In the centre the Imperial Eagle; over 
all a Cross surmounted with the letters I. H. S. 
and a small Cross over the letter H. with this 
motto, Saltis et Gloria. 

With a little jewellery intermingled, how ex- 
ceedingly ornamental such a badge might be 
made. I wonder our jewdlers do not present a 
petition to the King, to institute some femide 
orders. 
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It was the same Empress, Eleonora di Gon- 
zago, who in 1662 instituted, 2dly, 

The Order of Ladies, Slaves to Virtue. 

What she meant by Slaves to Virtue, I cannot 
pretend to explain; I thought the service of Vir- 
tue, like that of Religion, was "perfect freedom ;" 
however it sounds pretty and interesting, and 
seems as if it would suit our amiable countrywo- 
men. The number was limited to thirty, all no- 
ble, and of the Romish religion, (which of course 
would not do for us) but it had an elegant badge, 
viz. a Golden Sun, encircled with a chaplet of 
laurel, enamelled green, with the motto, " Sola 
ubique triumphat;" the triwnphat perhaps may * 
help to explain the term Slaves. It was worn 
pendent at the breast to a small chain of gold, 
or a plain narrow black ribbon. How elegant ! 

The next order would be an admirable one 
here, if it could but promote the virtue incul- 
cated by its institution ; for it is called 

3. The Order of Neighbourly Love! 

What a blessing ! and yet, alas ! — But I cannot 
stop to gossip about it. — ^This order was founded 
in 1708,at Vienna, by the Empress Eiizabetk Chrts- 
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iiana. It was not indeed confined to the ladies^ 
but extended to both sexes, of noble families ; 
the number being unlimited, which is well enough 
in its way, but I think it should not be confined 
to Nobles; for neighbourly love is quite as 
much wanting in general, amongst the gentry, 
the middle class, and lower orders of society ; 
nay, I think more wanting ; for any deficiency 
of this nature amongst the Nobles, is commonly 
made up for by the refinements of polished man- 
ners. The ensign of this order is described to 
be a red ribbon, having attached to it, pendent on 
the left breast, 2i golden Cross of eight points, with 
this motto round the centre, " Amor Proximi," 
(and it is to be hoped Proximo too) and the 
middle enamelled red. 

The next I have to notice is a French order, 
instituted by Anne de Bretagne, after the death 
of her first husband, Charles VIII. in the year 
1498, for widow ladies of noble families. It was 
styled 

The Order of the Cordeliere, 

Having for its ensign a Cordelier's girdle, 
which they placed round the escutcheons of their 
arms, arid wore it^ tied round the waist with the 
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eadi hanging down by their sides. It lasted 
bat i. short time. 
Another French order for ladies was 

The Order of the Celestial Collar of the Hofy 
Rotary, 

Instituted by Queen Anne of Austria, widow 
of Lewis XIII. for fifty young ladies of the first 
families in France. The Collar of the order was 
composed of a blue ribbon, enriched with white, 
red, and maiden's-blush, (how interesting !) 
roses interlaced with the capital letters A. V. in 
cypher affixed to it, and pendent at the breast 
by a silk cordon, a Cross of eight points po- 
inettee, and in each angle a Fleur-de-Lis ; on the 
centre the image of St. Dominick, enamelled. 
(Happy Saint !) 

Louisa of Bourbon, wife of the Duke of Maine, 
in 1703 founded the 

Order of the Bee, 

For women as well as men, the ensign being a 
medal of gold ; on one side the portrait of the 
Foundress, and the other a Bee, with this motto, 
Je suis petite, mais mes piqures sont profondes, 
which might have done as well for an order of 
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Ctipid. But how esttremely pretty would it have 
been> had she instituted^ for young ladies alone, 
an order of the Pin, with the motto, Je pique, 
mais y attache. * 

In the German empire, the principal order into 
which ladies were admitted, is an order of a most 
dismal sound, viz. 

The Order of Death's Head! 

It was founded by the Duke of Wirtemburgh, 
in 1662; and revived in 1709, by Louisa Eliza- 
beth, widow of Philip, Duke of Saxe .Mersburg, 
daughter of the original Founder. A Princess 
of the House of Wirtemburgh was always to be 
at the head of it, and none but women admitted 
into it. Its rules were of course all of a very 
solemn, moral cast, and its badge appropriate, 
which as it is the object of this book to be grave 
as well as gay, and to follow where the subject 
leads, I shall not refrain from describing. 

A Death's Head, enamelled white, surmounted 
with a cross pattee black; above the cross patt^e 
another cross, composed otjive large jewels, by 
which it hangs to a black ribbon, edged with 
white, and on the ribbon the words mkmento 
MOK1, worn at the breast. 
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The badge even of this gloomy sounding order 
is far from inelegant, considering the richness of 
the materials. 




In 1107, thetre was an order founded by Agna» 
Abbess of the Hospital of St. Mary Magdalen, 
with a. title of a very extraordinary description, 
namely^ - 

The Order of Ladies Knights of Malta; 

If this be correct, surely we might have Ladies 
Ktkight9 of the Gatfter, 8cc. &c. 

The badge was the same as that of the Merti 
Knights of Malta. 

We cannot wonder that Russia, which has 
had, sincb the commencement of the last cen- 
tury; such extraordinairy ^Empres5e5, should liave 
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been distingmshed by female orders. The first 
I have to mention, is that of 

St. Catherine : 

Founded by Peter the Great, in honor of his 
Empress, Catherine L by which aet I think he 
did himself much credit, for she was certainly a 
most valuable wife to him, in several trying cir- 
cumstances, but especially on the banks of the 
Pruth. Men were at first admitted, but it was 
afterwards confined to the fair sex. The badge 
is a medalUon, enriched with diamonds, and 
charged with the image of St. Catherine, pendent 
to a broad white ribbon, worn sashwise oyer the 
right shoulder. On the left side of the stomacher 
is embroidered a silver star of eight points, on 
the centre of which is a cross, with this motto 
round it. Pour Famour et la Jidelite envers la 
patrie. 

There was in Spain an order founded by James 
the First, King of Arragon, in 1218, originally 
for men, but extended to females in 1261. It 
called. 

The Order of the Lady of Mercy. 
The object of it being to promote the redemp- 

VOL. I. c c 
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iion of captives from the Moors. The foUowiag 
is the description of the badge, li^ich eidr^siely 
resembles the coat of arms of aa lastglish Duke. 
A shield per Fe$s red and gold, in chief a eros$ 
paitie white, iti base four pallets red, and the 
shield ci^owned with a ducal coronet. * ' 

' Th^re is. Or was, in Spain, a female ^rder of 
^Saba Jugo de ComposteUa, instituted in 131?. 
The badge a cross of gold enaxnelled crimson', 
edged with ^old, and worn round the neck pen^ 
dent to a broad ribbon, charged on the centre 
with an escallop' shell white. These ladies wofe 
a black habit. 

There was also a female order of Calatfava, 
the badge being a cross \fieury red, worn at the 
breast pendent to a broad ribbon. Both these 
orders seem to have been annexed as it were to 
two of the most celebrated military orders iit 
Spain ; but to obviate all reproach, I ought per^ 
haps to observe, that the Ladies' Qrders weie 
religious ones ; as was also the Itfst I have to men- 
tion, namely, the Ladies' Order of Mercy, insti- 
tuted in 1261, the badge the same as that of the 
Order of the Lady of Mercy. 

I have now got to an end' of these female oi^ 
ders, as far as they happen to Jiave come within 
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my knowledge. There mdy be more; some of 
those I have mentioned may^ be extinct, or their 
rules and badges may hav% be^n changed : but 
it is not necessary to be nKiire particular. AH I 
hare said is in the way of aicT and assistance^ 
should any «ueh &iftg» be ^fer Contemplated 
hete. -We have plenty of jiwdie/fs to go to tir'firk 
upon the badges; we have abundance of /osf^ <x>. 
invent ahd combine n^mbok, en^lems, Kikd'^ktides, 
in all possible yarieties ; we have a great hunif 
ber of noble, elegant, and beduti/nl females to de-* 
corate cmd distinguish ; and what is most of all, 
every description of female virtue abounding 
among us, to give name and character to as 
many orders as the Sovereigfti might choose to 
institute. 

I do hot mean thai they should be mack 
Knights; be girt with the swords and w^ar spurBy 
but I should like to see diem. enrolled as they 
might' be> in sucb orders for instance as those of 

Viiftiie, 

Wferit; ' ■' • 

CondtaQcy> 

CdnjugiA fidelity. 

Prudence, 

Discretion^ 
cc2 
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Fortttiide^ 

Patience » 

Chastity, 

Modesty, 

Frugality, 
&c, &c. &c. &c, 8cc. &c* 
IVre is, or was, according taGnilUm, ai*- 
g*^ Heraldic reward for Gentlewomen, of w;liich 
I ooght perhaps to take some notice. It was a 
grant of Voiders, in the form of a how, added to 
the, arms in the following form. 




. The Heralds seem to have been puzzled what 
to make of them ; but Guillim is disposed to re- 
gar4 them as representations of looking'^lastes, 
which were onoe made in a bulging form, and, 
says he, '' might well senre for the rewards of 
Gentlewomen, to whom stieh gifts are most ac- 
ceptable/' But see the good Herald's reflection 
npon this. '* Withal implying,'' says he, " that 
Gentlewomen so well deserving, should be mir- 
ren 2Lnd patterns to others of tfamr scar,' wherein 
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to behold both their duties e^nd the due rewards 
of virtue. His Counsell was so very behovefuU, 
who advised all Gentlewomen often to look on 
glasses; that so, if they saw themselyes beautifuU, 
they might be stirred up to make their minds as 
Jair by virtue as Aeir faces were by nature : but 
if deformed, they might make amends for their 
^miward deformity , with their internal pulchritude 
^cnd gracious qualities. And those that are proud 
<tf their beauty should consider,, that their own 
hue is as brittle as the glasse wherein they see it; 
and that they carry on their shoulders nothing 
but a skull wrapt in skinne, which one day will be 
loathsome to be looked on." 

I know nothing for which our English ladies 
more deserve to be distinguished, than for their 
.great temperance; but the virtue is so general a 
<me, that perhaps it could only be publicly ho- 
nored by some mark set on those few who do 
not possess it. I have been very recently re- 
minded of this perfection of our ladies, (and th^ 
sex in general indeed,) by perusing the following 
tatract from Sir John Harrington*s account of the 
reception of the King o{Dtnmark,in Miss Aikin's 
entertaining Memoirs of the Court of James I. 
if* In compliance with your asking, now shdl 
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you «ocqpt my poor Moount of rich doings; I 
,tbcttke hfer^ {TheobaUk, the seirt; of the Gvl of 
jSfiliilmry),^.d^j or twobefore the Danish Kii^ 
fiwm, and from thed^. he did coioe Bi|ti]i this 
hook', I have beto w^l-nigh oterwheUned yfith 
tw^cwaL aotd 9port$ of all kiiid. The sports began 
each day in such manner and such ^rt, fis had 
^ell'iii^ ]^^miiaded me of MtAomet^9 PpraHf^ 
We had wmm, and JUdeed imm^ too^ of.sfttch 
plenty as would httve.astonisl^ eftliJiiBober b^ 
jioUer. Our Jeaats were ifiagni&oeuit, and ^ 
iwa toyalgue$ts did most lovingly eiBlbrace each 
cfher at table. I thinjc.the Xfane has strapg)^ 
wrought on our good Ebglis^ Nobles ; for those 
whom I never could get to tast^ good liquor, 
tiow follow the fashion, and wallow in beastly 
delights. The Ladies abandon their A>6rte^ 
and are seen to >o// about in nfkixieatum. Oa» 
day a gres^ feast was held, and after dimier the 
representation of Soiomon hik tempk,. and the 
coming of the Ctueeh of Shtha was made, or. I 
inay better say, iv^ti^tje^mt.to have hem made he^ 
f<!>re their Majesties, by the device of the EuAxii 
Salisbury, and olfaers. 'But, aks! as all earthly 
things do fail to poor mortals in enjoyment, ao 
did prove oar presentment herc^. TheLADT 
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who did i^y the Qu^s part, did carry most 
precious gifts to both their Majestic ; but, fot- 
getting th^ U^ arising to, the cs^iopy, overset 
her caske^: iuto li^s Dauiah Maj^sty^s lap, apd 
f^ at hi§ feet^ though I rather think it i^ras id 
lai& face! Much was the hurry aad (^onfusion; 
cloths ai^d napkiusp were at baud to make aU 
ektaui His Myeriy then got> iip^ and would 
dance wjth the Queen of Sheba ; but he feU 
dpwn and hui^bled himself before her, and ifa3 
ilarried to an inn^ chaipber, iM:id Imd on a bed 
of fttlit^ 9 which w^ not a;little defiled with the 
jremAt of the Q^ifee^, ^hich. had. been b^tov^d 
Oil, his ganai6n^i;.such as wimp creamp bemrage^ 
^akefi, spices, and iOther good n^ajtters«. Th^ enter-} 
t^mneat and show went foruiard, ^nd most of 
tl^. prefjente^ w^nibackvuird pr fell down;, wine 
^d so ocf^upy their upper c^iambers. , Now di(il 
appear in rich dress. Faith, Hops, a^idCHAr^ 
B.i.TY ; Ifcpe did epsay to spealjc, l^ut wine ren- 
dered her endeavours so feeble» iixat she vnihn 
^w, ai^ hop^d tl^.King wojild ex^ujse her 
l^eyi|;y : JRgE^^^^fus then a^, fprlam certain 
^ fFas^ni^t joified ^^hgoo^ tooffy, a^d left t)ie 
(^Qurt in a st^gg^ring .condition : Charity came 
Uir.tt^e King's fei^, and.semed to cover the mul-^ 
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titude of sins her skiers hod committed ; in some 
sort she made obeisance^ and brought gifts^ but 
said she wonid return home again/ as there was 
no gift heaven had not already bestowed upon 
his Majesty. She then returned to l%ri^A and 
Hope, who were both sick, &c. in the lower hall. 
Next came Victory in bright armour, and by a 
strange medley of versification, did endeavour 
to make suit to the King. But Victory did not 
triumph long ; for after much lamentable utter- 
ance, she was led away like a silly captive, and 
laid to sleep on the outer steps of the anti<^am- 
ber. Now Peacb did make entry, and strive to 
get foremost to the King ; but I grieve to tell 
how great wrath she did discover unto those of 
her attendants ; and much contrary to her sem- 
blance, most rudely made war with her oM9e 
branch, and laid on the pates of diose who did 
oppose her coming. 

*' The great ladies go well masked,, and indeed 
it be the only show of their modesty to conceal 
their countenance: but alack! tliey meet with 
such countenance to upbold their strange doings, 
that I marvel not at aught that hajqp^is.-^ do 
often say, but not aloud, that the Dieuieshave 
again conquered the Britons ; for I see NO man 
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or WOMAN ettiier, that can now- command hin^- 
«elfor4er^y." 

So far Sir John HarriDgton^ It is well . for the 
^edit of the English ladies of any tbne or age, 
that the disgrace of soeh intemperate doings 
should be thrown on foreigners ; on the Jkmes 
that IS; in the abore particular instance^ Bat it 
is odd enough thiat while I am writing this^, 
we should happen to have, not indeed a King of 
Denmorft^ but an hdr presunvptwt to the crovm of 
Denmark^ and his Royal Consort, tntrersing this 
aaae kingdom of England, and partaking 4f 
entertainments, and redeiidng ptibUc honora, 
suitable to their high rank^md conditton, aofl 
speeiedly prepared for them; but as differeiit 
firom the scenes represented above, a« light from 
darkness !-^and I am very confident thsit weie 
their Highnesses themselverdisposoHl to iladulge 
in such sort of festivities, which seems very far 
from; being the c^m, (indeed quit^ the contrary) 
n^ ladies of rank thiroughoui the whole kii^dom 
could be found- to personate snchdrunken virtues, 
or even go^no^fecfinto su^ fikhy^company* 

Before I (HsnissfiheNsabject of . Knights^ I 
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cftimot forbear adding the fQllowiog cimKH». spe- 
cimen of die Style Heraldic, upon a ^{aestioa 
rating to tl|^ ordei?< , » 

The City of London was thrown mto confii- 
Bion once by ^e promiscuous manner of con- 
ferr^xg the liuitipctioii of ]^:,nighthoocl I^ James 
the Firsts who though a&aid of a sword, made 
more Knights thap any.odier of our moiwrohai 
A question arose which puz|Ie4 tl^e Heralds' 
Office sp.much, that $ir "^yilliai^ Segar, (Mr. 
Garter \^ifig at Arm) ^nd Njc., Bsooke^^iYark 
Herald} toUJly di£Eie^red from eaqh Oth^r* upon 
the «ubjeot« nor w^. it finally and irv^vociJily 
fettled even by those who beld in cpmQunsim 
art that time lUie offix^ of Bail Mar^al^ anji to 
^omit wiyi exprelHsty referred by th&Sorereign 
himself^ i 

The qu^tion lay, betw^^n the Aldermm 
Ejiights and tb^ Knights Commonen; wiiether 
for instance, when they 6»Qe together, " KiMgbft^ 
hood did dignify and honor the AMennnMhii)^ 
or the Aldermandiip .Kmghthootd ?" — ^Xhol^ 
Mr. Garter was much disposed to ^or ttea Aln 
dennanship in. this caoe, his fbreth^ hjar^.ii^ 
decidedly of opinion that Knighthood .was so 
superior to the other, that *\ Aldermai^htp conld 
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•gire no mor^ to Knightbood* than the Jight of 
arbunmg cmdle beings h^ld in the bright mn-^ 
shine, could add any thing.tP ^ glo^ th^repf ;" 
fOld % )]jantfe|rs JMlr. Qart^r pretty l^Hi^h fyt his 
ignorance of a Knight's worth. How- eaniest 
Uie Yoit ^erald Wja§^a'«^« JWy* JHfee from a 
paft$0ge towfprd^ the conclusion of hi^ answer to, 
vi^t.he c%Ub,/' Itfr. Garter's we^ and erro- 
9^0US opinio^/' whi^ in fact was^ Uiat jcitizens 
;pf London .Ib^ing I^ights ^d Aldermen, took 
place of jKoiights Commomers; tha,t i^^ i|s thepcr 
titi{^.0f.tbe MaycxandAld§in?^en to the King, 
ip^re fully petftj); forth, '' certain Com^Tuiiieiv, 
yet. keeping shppft, . and continuing tbaix trades , 
in tbe city^ GKi.whom his Mig^^ty had eoiife^ed# 
^ well, as on themselves, th^ dignity of Knights 
hood/* V Sir Rid^tM^d^Ma^iii and Sir TliomiMs 
Pltdlif^n/' (says Mr. Yprk, with all the ze^ of 
a 'true herald) ** are. ancient Knights» and h^ye 
been both Lord Mayors of Londoki, and yet now 
iiO;Aldemien: Shall these now, I ]Nray you, be 
cAlled Knights Canmonen, because they be free* 
men of Xoiidon, and dwell in London ? or i|h»ll 
they ^Metiieir.p]t«-^minence of ancient Knights 
by reason^theued^and giire |dai»4o the now Ah- 
deraten of pimnei^ dubbing, b^ing ^r infi^ior 
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po them for good service in the CpimxiOiLw^th ? 
No ! OoD.FoaBin ! for th»t woi]Jd be Tefyoffini- 
aive both to God and man !'' ' 

The parties were summoned to attend the 
Lords Commissioners at Whitehall; but the 
Knights Commoners having in two instances 
failed to attend, this was construed into a dere^ 
lietion of their plea, and on that account, it was 
adjudged that the Aldermen Knights should 
have precedence of the Knights Commoners, so 
that to all appearance Mr. Garter beat Mr. York. 
But I must observe, that according to Chamber- 
layne, it seems to have been since determined 
that those who have been Lord Mayors of Lon- 
don, or Provosts in Scotland, shall precede all 
Knights, as having been the King's Lieutentmts; 
Whether he be right or no, I am not Herald 
enough to say. In the remonstrance of Mr» 
Brooke, there is much curious matter -rdatang 
to the order of Knighthood ; he shews that it is 
not only one of the Mgkett, but one of the tnoii 
ancient degrees of honor ; being conferred gene* 
rally on such as were ** aUe by their owti under- 
standing and experience, to lead anannyagaiBBt 
the most perilous enemy that should offiirto in«> 
vade the State." He • tells us, that Pompey ^e 
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Ore«i, after all bis victotieg, and evtti taking a. 
King prisoner, did not hold himself rightly ho- 
nored tin he was made a Knight. The meanest 
Knight, he says, could dignify and honpr the 
greatest Emperors or Kings, by knighting them ; 
^nd that they possess a privilege, denied to Ncf- 
bility, having in all countries a right of prece*- 
dence, according as they are ancient Knights, 
while the Nobility, however ancient in their own 
country, have place a^ puime in Foreign States. 

Thou^ our Anglo-Saxon ancestors had the 
terms Cniht and Cmhthade amongst them» it 
ieemd difficult to say how far they ikiay be con- 
sidered as analogous to our chivalrous terms of 
Knigkt and Knighthood. Whoever wishes to go 
farther into the subject, would do well to con- 
sist Mr. Tumor's well known history of that 
ancient people ; he has a whole chapter ex- 
pressly to the purpose. They seem clearly how^ 
ever to have had a military order, or degree, 
conferred with like ceremonies, to those in use 
in other countries, and in the most perfect stagel 
of i^ivalry ; as the investiture with stvord anct 
heit, and the observance of certain religious rites 
on the Eve of Consecration. 
; Ha^ng in this section of my work, found 0C7; 
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^asioD to hint, that the drd^ of Knighthood 
has often been conieiTed on persons, not strictly 
entitled to it, I should be sorry t6 have it sup-^ 
posed, that I am any enemy to the democratical 
principle o{elevaiwg persons of rea/fa^enl, to the 
highest stations of' society, even (if itee^ be) 
'^ dela boui/' a& Bonaparte Avould say. Mettdfy 
speaking, the accident may often happen, th&b 
a person so dititinguished shall not be in all re-' 
speds what one might wiah, thoiigh polittadfy m 
the high and beaten TOad to iitlei^^ honors, perwnal 
dktimti^is, «s^ persaoal de6orkth9i»^ 

Lewis XIII. had once to confer the oitkr'of 
the St. Esprit on a person whom he greatly dfak 
liked, tfaoiigk a fitvorite ofdie CarJ&ud de IbkMe^ 
lie«,^nd one who could not weU be paired over. 
In performing the cuistomary • crenionies, lUm 
new Knight had to plead-a aort of '' Nofcij^po^ 
copariJ- Kneding at the King's feist, he was 
obliged to say, ^* Non swm digaas" I aih not 
woflliy. Sire ; to which hts Majesty replied, '' I 
know it full well, b^t my Lord Cardinal will 
have it so." 

James the First, who made two hundred "Mrty" 
seven Knights in six weeks, is reported to have 
said to an insignificant person he was abont to 
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km^, and who teld hte head' (town, as though 
eonicioiM of his own unworthiiies8> ^* hold up 
thy hi^d> man, I haveT more neti to be aihamed 
tiianthee/^ 

But t am still for Bonaparte's principle^ '^' la 
earriere ^tfbet^ aux tdlens,*' conceiTiiig'it to be a& 
at)kn(Hltledged principle of our own constitutiotii 
Wi&ottt it indeed, I see not how we could hare 
any " n&DHummm/^ in the proper sense of those 
tenli^ ; i am themfore happy and proud to hat« 
it to say, that so fieur from any discouragement 
being given' toum hotmnes amongst oursel'^M, 
there is not one of our fi^e degrees of Nobility, 
in which a nornu homo; or the immediate success 
sor of a proper noma homo, is not to be foundl 
That is, a person, who Aouwoer bork, could never 
probably have been in the situation in which w^ 
find Um, but in virtue of his own or predeoes-^ 
sor*s superior talents, merits and ability. To 
take by the hand men of talents <de la boue, is 
quite right, but I must add, that I am aristocrat 
enough to- say, I do not like all bone, nor indeed 
does it seem to me to reflect much honor on the 
French nation, that Bonaparte had to seek for 
taleiitsso. low in the order of society, as was 
actually the case : with us it is different. Our 
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itoM AoMiiiet may be looked for id all ranks. 
Maay of our tfovi komma are to he fouad in the 
order of Pdiridans. For amongst our Dukes^ I 
regard the Duke of Wellington^ though nobly 
bom, as a hmmt homo: the Duke of WeHingrton 
could not have been where he is* above his eldest 
brother, (though a Marquess*) but for personaJ 
talents of an extraordinary nature; talents which 
enabled him to contend successfully against the 
de la boue Mareschals and Generals of Eviperor 
Jfapoleon. I highly commend the method of 
marking some of our novi kpmmes in the House of 
Peers. It is truly Roman. It fairly announces 
them to be such novi hommei amongst ourselv^es 
as Scipio Afiricamu and Scipio Asiaticus were 
amongst the Romans. Wellington, for instance* 
is a village in Somersetshire ; but whence does 
the Duke of Wellington derive his titles of Mar- 
quess^ of Doubo* Duke of Civdad Ronaioo 
and ViTToEiA, and Prince of Waterloo ? — 
Whence does Lord St. Vincent derive the title 
of his Earldom*? Whence does Loid Nelson 

* So it wu when the first Edition wu printed off. Since then the 
veoemble peer allnded to, and to whom I had myself the honor of 
standing related, has ekved fab brilliant oareer, and Uie Earldoiaitf 
beoeme extinot His Lordship's saocessor being obI j Viaeonnt St. 
Vincent. 
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dtevive hie second tiUeofViscomitTRAFAtGAitt 
Qoestiaas of Aiesame AOtmre might be askcfd 
concerning .ViscOBBt Duncan of Camperdown, 
a^d many otiiers : nor need we confine ourselves 
to military titles^ or to the Peerage. Amongst 
our Baronets and Knights, there are many proper 
nevikomites^ 'Sew Peers, new Baronets, Bnd new 
Knights, may be yei^ difierent ^rom new mbn ; 
and though I wovld not vrish any of cur novi 
HOMINES to thkik or act exactly like Bonaparte, 
yet I would fipeely give them leave to feel as be 
represents himself to have felt in the three cases 
of General Clarke, the Emperor Francis, and the 
Ptpe. I know that I am going to cite a work tlmt 
must have very recently passed through many 
hands ; but if I quote what is particularly appti" 
cable to my own purposes from any work what- 
soever, I conceive that I am only placing what 
I adopt in a more prominent point of view, and 
giving to cursory remarks and stories, the c6n<^ 
sistency of arrangemtot. To General Clarke at 
Rome, who had busied himself, (by way no 
doubt of currying favor with the Emperor,) to 
trace the Nobility of the Bonaparte family, Na- 

' ^ See Messrs. Whitfaier*a Cbftrt, slready mentioned. 
VOL, I. D d 
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poleoD wrote, ** mind yonr own businesB, Jwk 
ihejitst of my family r*»-^When the Eiliperor 
Francis, on the marricige of his daughter Maria 
Louisa, employed piersons to examine Napdecm's 
genealogy, and thought he had found soiiiething 
which deserved to be made public, '' I declined 
it," said Bonaparte, professing to be bettor 
pleased to be die son of an honest man, timn 
the remote descendant of some Kttle dirty tyrant 
of Italy; " I am,^* said he, '* the RoDO-XPH.of 
my family." — ^The third case is laughable, but 
certainly very characteristic of a true Nmms 
Homo. " There was formerly," (I quote Bona- 
parte himself, according to Mr. O'Meara) " one 
Buonaparte Bonaparte, who lived and died a 
Monk. The poor man lay quietly in his grave; 
nothing was thought about him until I was on 
the tltrone of France. It was then discovered that 
he had been possessed of many virtues, which 
had never been attributed to him before, and the 
Pope proposed to canonise him. * Saint Pere,' 
cried I, * pour T amour de Dim epargnez moi k 
ridicuk de cela.' " 

Now thid imperial democracy I admire; it is 
very different, in my estimation, from the hrdfy 
democracy of the writer of the Wdpole jUipHipjpef. 
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The one seems t» me altogether as dignified as 
the odier is mean. I refer to Lord Qrford*s de- 
scription of the celebrated Chancellor Hard- 
wicke^ ** a iktle lawyer, who had raised kimscy 
from the very lees qf the people J' This from the 
pen of a professed republican! but see the ad- 
fioirable and spirited remarks upon it, in the 
.Quarterly Review, No* uii. That I may not» 
howeyer^ appear to <^lose this volume of my work 
in ill humour, I shall add two stories appertain- 
ing to knights and ktughthood, with which I have 
been supplied since the publication of the former 
edition. The first includes some good puns upon 
names ; royal puns too, if the dtory be authentic. 
" When Judge Day returned from India, the 
minister represehted to his late Majesty, that 
knighthood would not only be acceptable, but 
that it was an honor to which the Judge was en- 
titled.'' " Poh, Poh,'* said his Majesty, " I can- 
not turn Day into night ; it is impossible." At 
the next levee, which was about Christmas, his 
Majesty was again entreated to knight Mr. Dtnf. 
The King enquired if he were married, and being 
answered in the affirmative ; " Well, well," said 
the good-natured monarch, '' then let him be in- 
troduced; and I will work a couple of miracles : 

Dd2 
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I will not only turn Day lokjfyKmgH, but I wiU 
make Lady Day at Cbri8tnfas.r 

My second story not only lelates to an Herat* 
die anomaly f and one wbi(^ may be exhibited to 
the eye, but affords me tbe opportunity of intro*- 
ductng an admirable impromptu by a Herald, 
which be obligingly ga^ve me under his own 
hand. A fenmle of low birth, but great vanity,, 
had married a gentleman who became a knight ; 
on the decease of the latter, for fear the heraldic 
atchievements on her carriage should no loiter 
shew her to be a Lady, she added the kmght^s 
open helmet to her widow's Lozenge, in the follow- 
ing manner : 




"which was the occasion of the following jeu 
d^esprit. 

** Some wedded Dames, unless forsvorn, 
Have oft tbeir husband's sm-ll clothts worn, 
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Ail order to o*eri?heliii ; 
Bat woman since ftun'd Joan of Are, 
Bxonse the freedom of remark. 

Ne'er wore the gUtVrimg helm. 

If Title needs mast deck your car, 
Heraldic lamt jou should not mar, 

To trump your knigktiy fame ; 
Though it imply, and so far right, 
That Spcnaif was a «m^ hmghi. 

And yotiVe a sw^W Dante. 

The Lozeng*d shield's sufficient sure 
For widow's purpose — to allure. 

And all her wants to trace ; 
If Coat and sm-11 clothes will not do, 
But wear yon must the Helmet too, 

Close it to hide your Face, 



END OF VOL. 1. 
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1. HIGH- WAYS and BY-WAYS ; or, Tales of the 
Road-Side, picked up in the French Provinces. By a 
WALKING Gentleman. Third Edition. In 2 vols., post 
8vo. Mjt. hoards. 

" We had no intention of giving to this Volume a greater apaoe 
than what i« doe to Worka in general of this class ; bat, on perusing 
these Tales, we found them so distinguished fbr elegance of stjle 
and the Author's sketches of character, of scenery, and of incident, 
so felicitous, that we felt that a more lengthened description of the 
Volume would be a source of amusement to everj reader." — Entro- 
ptamMagamnB, 

'* There is a great deal of viyacity and humour, as well as pathos. 
In these Stories ; and they are told with a power of national cha- 
racter-painting, that could have only resolted from long residence in 
France, and &om habits of social intimacy with the unsophisticated 
and country-part ot the French community, with whom tne English 
trareller sddom gires himself the trouble of getting acquainted." — 
Ntw M<mihh Mag. AprU 1, 1823. 

The Edmourgk Bevuw, No. 76, after an elaborate criticism of the 
above Work, concludes with the following words : — ** Hairing thus 
amply allowed the Author and his Book to speak for tfaemselTes, we 
have only to add, that the style is throngboot sustained with eqnd 
▼i^ur, as in the specimen quoted ; and we may safely pronounce 
this Work to be executed in a manner worthy of the patriotic motive 
which the Author proposed to hinudf in his composition— -the eradi- 
oatibo of national prejudices." 

2. The LUCUBRATIONS of HUMPHREY RAVE- 
LIN, Ksq. late Major in the *** Regiment of Infantry. 
8vo. price 12#. boards. 

' <* The author's remarks exhibit the frankness, aouteness, ease, and 
good-feeling, which we are proud to think, and pleased to sa^, so 
often belong to the character of the experienced British officer ; 
while they are so well conveyed, and, in fact, with such particular 
correctness, that not only few military men have the opportunity of 
forming and maturing so good a style, but many of the practised 
writers must fall into tJu rear, in competition with Mtgor Ravelm, 
who most stattd muster with Geoffrey Crayon." — MomiUg JUoiew, 

3. The HERMIT in PRISON; translated from the 
French of M. Jouy. In 2 vols. 12ino.« price I4«. boards. 

This work was written in the prison of St. Pilagie, where the au- 
thor, with his friend M.Jay, was recently confined for a political 
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4. REMARKS on tbe COUNTRY EXTENDING from 
CAPE PALMAS to the CONGO; including Observa- 
tions on the Manners and Cnstoms of the inhabitants; 
with an Appendix, ooBtaining an Account of the Euro- 
pean Trade with the West Coast of Africa ; with two Maps. 
By Captain John Adams. 8vo. price 7#. 6(/. boards. 

^ From Cape Pafaaaft to the Congo, the aathor hit landed at ever j 
important place ; and he has thrown together, almost in the form of 
notes, the observations which oooorred on those oocasions. Thns he 
makes his readers better ao^nainted than thoToonld bare, before been 
(eren b^ Tncke^'s Narrative, Bowdioh's Ashantee, and other re- 
cent writers,) with the gold, ivorjr, and palm-oil coasts ; with the 
Fantees," &o. 

** His remarks respecting the Slave-Trade, oomin^, aa thej do» 
from one, whose feelings mnst have been a little seared bv habit, are 
calcnlated to make a mach strooger impression than the most la- 
boured ]|)eriods of sentimental authors and sympathetic orators. A 
mercantile Appendix closes the volume, whence we have reaped 
hoth information and entertainment ', which, with its cheap and nn- 
pretendinr form, recommend it much to public notice." — LiUrmnf 
Cfusttttf Jubf 26. 

6. SEVENTY-SIX. In 3 vols. 12mo. price 2U.I>dt. 

** Our country ! — bright or wrong." 
** This excellent Novel is hj the Author of ** liOgan," and treats 
of the American Struggle for tndependence. It abounds with deep 
feeling and interest, uniformitj or character, drawn by a close ob 
server of human nature, and dressed in the true colours of impas- 
sioned genius." — La BeBe Assemble, /«ly, 182S. 

6. MEMOIRS of PHILIP DE COMINES; contain- 
ing the History of Lewis XI. and Charles VIl I. of France; 
also, of Charles the Bold, Duke of Bnrgundy, to ^htch 
Princes he was Secretary ; as also of the History of Ed- 
ward IV. and Henry VI. of England ; including that of 
Europe for half the Fifteenth Century ; and, lastly, the 
Scandalous Chronicle, giving an Account of several re- 
markable Accidents and Adventures that happened in 
France, and other Neighbouring States, from I4<)0 to 1483; 
and a Life of the Author, by the famous Sleidan. A new 
Edition, in Two thick Volumes, i>ost 8vo. 2U. boards. 
Uniform with Quentin Durward, being the Work on 
which the Plot of that celebrated Novel is founded. 

« This book does great credit to our press, for it is rich in matter, 
fair in translation, good in form, and cheap in price. We are always 
well pleased when the popularity of an^ Work of fancy leads to the 
revival of obscured, if not forgotten, literature; and in no instance 
has this taste been more distinctly gratified than by the re-publication 
of Philip de Comines, in comequenoe of the interest excited by 
Qnentin Durward."— Irtferory GazetU, Aug, 23. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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7. INSTRUCTIONS in all KINDS of GYMNASTIC 
£X£RCISBS, as taught and practised in the Gymnastic 
InstitotionB of Germany; designed as well for Colleg^esy 
Seboois, and other Plaoes of Education, as for prii7«te 
Use. With Eleren illustrative Flates. By a Military 
Officer. Sto^ Of. M boards. 

** Tbengh this book it arowodly written for Sohools, whore the 
fymntstic exercise it reeonunends eaniiot be too generallj adoDted, 
▼et it might 8ag||;ett muiy vsefnl and Tigorons oecapations to priTate 
nonilies, and eren to the aedate and aerions."-- literary CknmkU, 
Jml^ 19. 

8. The GRACES; a Classical Allegory, interspersed 
with Poetry, and illustrated with explanatory Notes ; to- 
gether with a Poetical Fragment, entitled, Psyche omong 
tiie Graces. Translated from the original German of 
Christ. Martin Wieland, post 8to. price 7#. boards. 

9. My NOTE-BOOK ; or, Sketches from the Gallery of 
St. Stephen's. A Poem. By .Wilfred Woodfall, Esq, 

— *Epitovrtc ^pbQ dXX^Xowc. — 
Second Bdition. Foolscap 8vo. price 6i. boards. 
** The Antbor'a talents are considerable, and his hits Terj amos- 
ing.'^^Xiferory Oautte* 

** If the perusal of this verj smart little Work does not produce 
' cheers and laughter,' we shaU henceforth hare no faith in oar jadg- , 
ment, and no very enviable opinion of the*reader*s understanding." — 
LiUranf Chromcle, 

10. My NOTE-BOOK for 1822; or, the Agricultural 
Question. A Satirical Poem. By Wilfred Woodfall, 
Esq. Author of My Note-Book ; or. Sketches from the 
Gallery of St Stephen's. Foolscap 8vo. price 6s. boards, 

11. DIBDIN'S SEA-SONGS; engraved from the ori- 
ginal Copies in the Library of W. Kitchinsr, M.D. 'J'o 
whieh is prefixed, a Memoir of his Lifo and Writings ; in 
Foar Parts, price 8r. each* 

*« These Songs hare bee»the solace of Sailors la 1ob{^ Voyages, in 
JUerms, in Battte ; and the/ hare been ouoted in Mntmies, to the 
restoration of order and discipline."— IKddiii'« L^€, p. 8. 

12. The ANTIQUITIES of FREEMASONRY ; com- 
prising Illustrations of the Five Grand Periods of Masonry, . 
from the Creation of the World to the Dedication of King 
Solomon's Temple. By George Oliver, Vicar of Clee, 
in the County of Lincoln, P.G. Chaplain for the umt 
Covnty, and Oomestie Chaplain to the Right Hob. Lord 
Kensington, 8?o. price 12^. boards. 
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